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J ean -Ma r i e  Av r i l     

 

We  had  some  low  ebbs  be tween  u s  some t imes  i n  Augus t  2004 .   She ,  

Bo r sa l i nec  and  I  wen t  t o  Newpor t ,  Sou th  Wa le s .   A  s e r i e s  o f  

pho tog raphs  i n  wh ich  I  s t r i pped  o f f  a t  a  Newpor t  pa r t y  e a r l i e r  t he  s ame  

yea r  we re  pa s sed  round .   A l l  l aughed  and  so  d id  J ean ,  bu t  d id  she  

r ea l l y  l augh?   The  day  a f t e r ,  i t  was  a  Sa tu rday ,  we  w e r e  b a c k  t o  

Che l t enham and  J ean  was  i n  one  o f  he r  moods  and  i t  p r e saged  no th ing  

good  t o  me .   Then  we  me t  l a t e r  on  i n  t he  even ing  a t  t he  Cos two lds  Inn  

a s  mu tua l l y  ag reed .   Then  she  s a id  she  wasn ' t  impre s sed  by  we i rd  

peop l e  and  l e f t ,  s u lky ,  t o  s ee  he r  work ing  c l a s s  f ema le  ma t e .   I  wen t  t o  

s e e  K y m  a n d  E m m a  l a t e r  o n  a n d  B o r s a l i n e c  w a s  t h e r e  t o o .   I  t o ld  t hem 

o f  J ean ' s  l a t e s t  an t i c s  f o r ,  by  t hen ,  I  was  con t emp la t i ng  t he  b r eak  up  o f  

ou r  r e l a t i onsh ip .   The  day  a f t e r ,  Sunday ,  we  had  t o  go  t o  Winchcombe  

a s  t he  en t i r e  c a s t  o f  FLARE PATH was  t o  be  pho tog raphed .   J e an  came  

t o  my  f l a t ,  a s  she  s a id  she  wou ld ,  and  t hen  exp l a ined  t o  me  i n  

Winchcombe ,  t ha t  she ' d  been  d i s appo in t ed  o f  my  s t r i p  t e a se  ea r l i e r  on  

t ha t  s ame  yea r .   She  s a id  she  t r e a t ed  my  body  w i th  r e spec t  a s  she  l oved  

me ,  and  cou ldn ' t  conce ive  I  wou ld  mock  my  body  by  s t r i pp ing  o f f  and  

s h e  t h o u g h t  p e o p l e  w e r e  l a u g h i n g  a t  m e ,  n o t  w i t h  m e .   The  t en s ion  wen t  

down ,  she  wasn ' t  s u r e  i f  ou r  r e l a t i onsh ip  wou ld  con t i nue  bu t  i t  j u s t  

d id .   I  h ad  s t a r t ed  t o  f r equen t  t he  l oca l  U n i t a r i a n  C h u r c h .   Un i t a r i an  

r e l i g ion  i s  a  so r t  o f  c r eed - f r ee ,  r e a s on  encou rag ing ,  t o l e r ance  

p romo t ing  and  f r eedom- de f end ing  r e f l e c t i ve  wor sh ip .   I  l i k ed  t he  open  

mindednes s  o f  t he  chu rch  and  I  s t a r t ed  t o  become  a  r egu l a r  a t t endan t .   

A n  e s t a t e  a g e n t  e m p l o yee  dec ided  t o  buy  J ean ' s  house  a s  she  s aw  i t .   

J e a n  g o t  a  f l a t  a t  T o m  P r i c e  C l o s e .   The  apa r tmen t  was  cozy ,  sma l l  bu t  

s p a c i o u s  e n o u g h  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  w i t h  a  s e p a r a t e  b a t h r o o m  a n d  J e a n  

l i ke  i t  f r om the  s t a r t .   J ohnny  was  housed  a t  some  f o s t e r  pa r en t s  i n  

P a in swick .   My  job  was  do ing  my  head  i n  bu t  I  c a r r i ed  on .   I  was  

immer s ing  myse l f  i n to  Chr i s t i an  l i t e r a tu r e .   J e an  was  t o  ge t  t he  money  

f rom the  s a l e  o f  he r  hous e  s ome t imes  i n  l a t e  S ep t embe r .   Rehea r sa l s  



w e n t  o n  a n d  s o m e  s o r t  o f  s t a b i l i t y  w a s  s e t t l i n g  a t  l a s t .   My  t r ans l a t i on  

w a s  w e l l  f i n i s h e d  a n d  I  w a s  c o u n t i n g  o n  s o m e  f a v o r a b l e  a s t r o l o g i c a l  

con f igu ra t i ons  t o  have  i t  pub l i shed  soon  enough .   J ean ' s  daugh t e r  and  

he r  b oy f r i end  moved  t o  Che l t enham f rom Glouces t e r .   I  was  wa i t i ng  f o r  

my  new iden t i t y  c a rd  a  l i t t l e  more  wor r i ed  abou t  my  f a the r ' s  i nc r ea s ing  

i l l ne s s  i n  B r i t t any .   A  yea r  e a r l i e r ,  i n  2003 ,  I  t hough t  he  migh t  pa s s  

away  du r ing  t he  summer  o f  2004  due  t o  t he  t r an s i t i ng  o f  Sa tu rn  i n  

Cance r ,  r e ach ing  my  na t a l  Jup i t e r  i n  t he  s i gn  o f  t he  c r ab  and  squa r ing  

my  su n  i n  Ar i e s .   And  I  l i nked  t ha t  w i th  t he  pos s ib l e  dea th  o f  my  dad .   

M y  d a d  d i d  p a s s  a w a y ,  n o t  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  S e p t e m b e r ,  c o i n c i d i n g  m o r e  o r  

l e s s  w i th  J ean  ge t t i ng  t he  money  f rom the  s a l e  o f  he r  house .   She  was  

now loaded ,  g iv ing  me  j u s t  l i ke  t ha t  a  cheque  o f  £500 .   I  was  no t  r e a l l y  

s u r p r i s e d  w h e n  I  h e a r d  t h e  p a s s i n g  a w a y  o f  m y  d a d .   I  h ad  j u s t  wr i t t en  

h im  a  l i t t l e  l e t t e r  he  mus t  have  r ead  e i t he r  a  day  o r  on ly  a  f ew  hou r s  

be f o r e  h i s  t r anqu i l  demi se ,  a f t e r  hav ing  been  i n  and  ou t  o f  hosp i t a l s  f o r  

d i abe t i c s  and  some  b lood  cond i t i on .   We  a l so  we re  c lo se  t o  t he  pub l i c  

pe r f o rmance  o f  FLARE PATH.   

S o  w e  a r r a n g e d  w i t h  m y  b r o t h e r  t o  t r a v e l  t o  S o u t h  B r i t t a n y ,  t o  S t  

B rev in  l e s  P in s  exac t l y ,  t o  whe re  my  dad  was  go ing  t o  be  i n t e r r ed .   My  

b ro the r  phoned  i n  t he  F r iday - S a t u r d a y  n igh t .   J e an ,  Ge r t rude  and  

myse l f  wen t  t o  l unch  i n  a  c a f é  i n  t he  Arcades .   J e an ' s  mum,  he r  

younges t  s i s t e r  and  o the r  r e l a t i ve s  we re  t he r e  t oo ;  t he  ma t r i a r ch  l ooked  

a t  me  w i th  a  d i s app rov ing  eye .   I  mus t  have  r e tu rned  t he  s ame  f ee l i ng .   

S h e  d i d n ' t  s p e a k  w i th  he r  daugh t e r  and  ne i t he r  d id  j e an  commun ica t e  

w i t h  h e r .   On ly  Ge r t rude  was  t he  d ip loma t i c  co rp s  be tween  t he  two  

t ab l e s .   On  Monday ,  we  l e f t  f o r  London ,  go t  my  pa s spo r t  a t  t he  F r ench  

Consu l a t e .   They  we re  unde r  p r e s su re  f r om my  b ro the r  and  t he  news  

t ha t  my  dad  had  pa s sed  away  so  t he  r ed  t ape  was  r emoved  so  t o  speak .   

We  took  t he  t r a i n  t o  Pa r i s  and  t hen  t o  Nan t e s .   I  mus t  s ay  J ean  pa id  f o r  

a l l  t he  expense s .   I n  Nan t e s ,  one  o f  my  cous in s ,  He l en ,  p i cked  u s  up  

and  t he  day  a f t e r  we  wen t  t o  my  mum' s  f l a t .  Many  e l emen t s  o f  my  

ex t ended  f ami ly —cous in s ,  unc l e s ,  and  aun t s —w e r e  t h e r e  and  dad  was  

i n  t he  bed ,  l y ing  s t i l l  unde r  t he  b l anke t .   The  guys  came  w i th  t he  co f f i n  



and  t he  bu r i a l  s e rv i ce  was  ca r r i ed  ou t  i n  t he  chu rch  oppos i t e  t he  f l a t .   I  

c r i ed  du r ing  t he  s e rv i ce  a nd  my  b ro the r  was  moved  t oo .   J e an  l i ked  i t  

t oo  and  she  t a l ked  t o  t he  f ew  member s  o f  my  f ami ly  who  cou ld  speak  

Eng l i sh .   A l l  i n  a l l ,  s he  was  we l l  r e ce ived  by  my  f ami ly ,  un l i ke  me  i n  

he r  f ami ly .   A f t e r  t he  s e rv i ce ,  we  wen t  t o  t he  c r ema to r ium whe re  my  

dad  i n  t he  co f f i n  was  c r ema ted .   The  u rn s  we re  go ing  t o  pu t  i n  t he  

S a i n t  B r e v i n  c e m e t e r y  t h e  d a y  a f t e r .   No t  on ly  my  dad  bu t  one  o f  h i s  

b ro the r s  i n  l aw  d i ed  t oo  and  so  t he r e  was  ano the r  f une ra l  s e rv i ce  i n  

Bouayes  l a t e r  on  t he  s ame  day .   The  chu rch  was  made  o f  conc re t e ,  

w h i c h  I  d i s a p p r o v e d  o f ,  u n l i k e  t h e  o l d  c h u r c h  i n  S a i n t  B r e v i n .   A  pos t -

f une ra l  r e cep t i on  w as  o rgan i zed  a t  my  w idow ed  aun t i e .   J e an  was  aga in  

w e l c o m e d .   The  a tmosphe re  i n  my  mum' s  f l a t  r eminded  he r  o f  he r  

d i s t an t  r e l a t i ve s  i n  I r e l and .   So  t he  day  a f t e r ,  a f t e r  pu t t i ng  t he  a shes  o f  

my  dad  i n  t he  ceme te ry ,  I  t ook  he r  t o  Sa in t  Naza i r e  a c ro s s  t he  e s tua ry  

o f  t he  Lo i r e  r i ve r  and  shown  he r  r ound  t he  po r t .   We  wen t  back  t o  

Eng l and  t he  day  a f t e r ,  s t opp ing  a  b i t  i n  Pa r i s  i n  t he  Mon tpa rnas se  a r ea  

w h e r e  w e  w e n t  t o  a  B re ton  shop  and  I  bough t  t he r e  some  Bre ton  mus i c  

CDs .   Back  i n  Che l t enham,  J ean  bough t  a  c a r ,  a  new  t e l ev i s i on ,  a  

l ap top ,  e t c .   I  was  p l ea sed  t ha t  she  had  been  so  we l l  r e ce ived  by  my  

f ami ly ,  cons ide r ing  t he  b r ev i t y  and  t he  c i r cums tances  o f  t he  s i t ua t i o n .   

I  was  a l so  g r a t e f u l  she  pa id  f o r  t he  t r i p  t o  and  back ,  cons ide r i ng  I  was ,  

a s  u sua l ,  penny - l e s s .   The  on ly  t ime  when  I  had  managed  t o  pay  back  

J e a n  w a s  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  s a m e  y e a r ,  a r o u n d  A p r i l ,  a f t e r  I  b o r r o w e d  a  l o a n  

f rom the  P os t  O f f i c e  and  I  gave  £100  back  t o  J ean .  We  en j oyed  t he  

pe r f o rmance  o f  FLARE PATH.   Be f o re  t he  showings ,  we  we re  

s o m e t i m e s  v i s i t i n g  p l a c e s ,  l i k e  S h a r p n e s s  D o c k s  o r  W o r c e s t e r .   She  

now had  he r  f l a t  we l l  s e t t l ed  and  I  had  mines  t oo .   J ama ican  S i zz l a  

made  qu i t e  an  impre s s ion  on  me  when  we  wen t  t o  Sha rpnes s  i n  he r  c a r .   

The  r eggae  was  en th r a l l i ng  me  and  t ha t  mo t iva t ed  me  t o  buy  and  copy  

s e v e r a l  d u b  C D s  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m o n t h s .   I n  sp i t e  o f  my  dad  pa s s ing  

away ,  t h i s  was  one  o f  ou r  be s t  pe r i ods  t oge the r  whe re  t h ings  we re  

r e f r e shed  and  r enew e d .   I  was  cons ide r i ng  becoming  an  Ang l i can  p r i e s t  

and  was  f o rma l ly  r ece ived  i n  t he  Church  some t imes  i n  Oc tobe r  2004 .   I  

w a s  e n g a g e d  i n  a  n e w  t r a n s l a t i o n  a n d  s t a r t e d  c o n t a c t i n g  p u b l i s h e r s  



abou t  t he  f i n i shed  o the r  t r an s l a t i on .   J ohnny  s t a r t ed  t o  be  s e t t l ed  a f t e r  

a  f a sh ion  w i th  h i s  f o s t e r  pa r en t s  i n  Pa in swick  t hough  he  l onged  f o r  h i s  

mum.   The  j ob  was  do ing  my  head  i n  t hough ,  a s  wash ing  up  and  be ing  

k i t chen  a s s i s t an t  i n  a  cook ing  env i ronmen t  t ha t  was  l i ke  FAULTY 

TOWERS can  be  dep l e t i ng  enough .   J ane t  was  t he  sun  i n  Ar i e s  sp in s t e r  

d i spa t ch ing  he r  t a sk s  t o  me  and  g r imac ing  i n  a  f unny  s t r ange  way  when  

s h e  w a s  u p s e t .   Ka the r i na  s t a r t ed  t o  appea r  i n  a  d i f f e r en t  l i gh t .   One  

day ,  i n  J ean ' s  f l a t  wh i l e  C l a r a  was  t he r e  whom she ' s  on ly  been  

p r e sen t ed  t o ,  Ka the r i na  sugges t e d  t h e  t h r e e  o f  t h e m  s h o u l d  o r g a n i z e  

l e sb i an  o rg i e s .   Ka the r i na  a l so  l e t  t hem know o f  he r  co r r e spond ing  w i th  

a  murde re r  l ocked  i n  a  US  j a i l .   He ,  appa ren t l y ,  was  Wiccan ,  bu t  I  

doub t  i f  he  wou ld  have  been  app roved  o f  i n  t he  l oca l  Pagan  

commun i ty .   As  a  ma t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  I  i n t roduced  Ka the r ina  t o  Geo rg ina  

t he  k ind  o f  Wi t ch  ' s he - P o p e '  o f  C h e l t e n h a m .   Ka the r i na  wan t ed  t o  

become  a  w i t ch ,  and  when  she  was  p r e sen t ed  w i th  wha t  was  i nvo lved  i n  

A l e x a n d e r  W i c c a  i n i t i a t i o n ,  s h e  l o s t  i t  a n d  w a n t e d  t o  r e p o r t  G e o r g i n a  

t o  t he  po l i c e ,  neve r  m ind  i f  t he  so - ca l l ed  ' i n f amy '  ha d  been  known  f o r  

yea r s  a s  i t  h ad  a l r eady  been  wr i t t en  abou t .   Bu t  Ka the r i na  wou ld  have  

none  o f  t ha t .   I  h ad  t o  wa rn  Geo rg ina  o f  my  ' f r i end ' s  i n t en t i ons '  and  

f o r t una t e ly  t he  ma t t e r  c a lmed  dow n .   J ean  su spec t ed  Ka the r ina  cou ld  

have  been  pa r t l y  r e spons ib l e  f o r  a l l eged  gos s ip s  abou t  me  i n  my  

w o r k p l a c e .   We  t hough t  i t  s a f e  t o  t a k e  s o m e  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  K a t h e r i n a .   

A  s h a m e  r e a l l y  a s  t a l k i n g  w i t h  J e f f r e y  w a s  a l w a y s  g o o d .   The  l ove  

a f f a i r  on  t he  pen  o f  Ka the r ina  and  h e r  US  p r i sone r  d idn ' t  s e em hea l t hy  

and  we  d idn ' t  wan t  t o  be  i nvo lved .   Ye t ,  i t  was  du r ing  an  even ing  i n  a  

pub  w i th  Ka the r i na  and  J e f f r ey  t ha t  I  a sked  J ean  i n  ma r r i age .   Even  

t hough  t he  t heme  ha d  been  w i th  u s  f o r  t he  l a s t  t h r ee  weeks ,  I  somehow 

became  a f r a id  t ha t  I  wou ld  l o se  he r  i f  I  d idn ' t  ma r ry  he r .   A l l  i n  a l l ,  

I ' m  g r a t e f u l  t o  Ka the r i na  f o r  t he  suppo r t  she  gave  J ean  and  I  du r ing  t he  

c r i t i c a l  t imes  o f  J ean ' s  f a i l ed  su i c ide  a t t emp t s ,  bu t  I  c anno t  f e e l  a t  e a se  

w i t h  a  p e r s o n  c l a i m i n g  t o  f a l l  i n  l o v e  w i t h  a  murde re r  l o cked  i n  a  US  

j a i l  an d  co mmi t t i n g  a  f o r m  o f  ad u l t e r y  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  l e t t e r s .   The  l a s t  

b low  be tween  J ean  and  Ka the r i na  was  when  Kym and  my  be loved  t r i ed  

t o  pe r suade  Ka the r ina  t o  a l l ow  the  u se  o f  he r  co r r e spondence  w i th  t he  



i nma te  f o r  wr i t i ng  pu rpo s e s .   I  cou ldn ' t  f e e l  OK wi th  t he  wrong  

po t en t i a l  she  migh t  have  b rough t  upon  Geo rg ina .   J e a n  a g r e e d  t o  m a r r y  

me .   We  dec ided  t o  a sk  t he  Un i t a r i an  Church  f o r  a  p rope r  wedd ing  i n  

t he i r  space ,  f o r  t he  mar r i age  cou ld  r e f l e c t  ou r  r e l i g ious  i nd iv idua l i t i e s  

and  cou ld  be  t r u ly  ou r s ,  a s  opposed  t o  an  i n s t i t u t i ona l i z ed  r i t ua l  wh ose  

con tou r s  we re  unchangeab l e .   The  Un i t a r i an  min i s t e r ,  Dona ld ,  ag r eed  

t o  pe r f o rm  the  wedd ing  and  a  p roposed  da t e  was  s e t  f o r  some t imes  i n  

t he  f o l l owing  yea r ,  and  t ha t  was  go ing  t o  be  f i na l i z ed  a s  be ing  t he  26 th  

o f  Feb rua ry  2005 .   We  though t  o f  a sk ing  t he  Cos two lds  Inn  f o r  t he  

w e d d i n g  p a r t y  a n d  J e a n  c h o o s e  h e r  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  m a t e  a s  b r i d e g r o o m  

a s  I  a sked  Newpor t  Johnny  t o  be  t he  be s t  man .   They  bo th  ag reed .   I t  

may  have  been  a round  t h i s  t ime  t ha t  I  s t a r t ed  t i ck l i ng  he r  and  t e a s ing  

he r  w i th  t he  t hough t  o f  me  do ing  a  dange rous  j ob  and  she  wou ld  

answer :  "No!   You ' r e  no t  a l l owed! "   o r  "You  w i l l  d rown  in  t he  s ea "  

w h e n  I  wou ld  men t ion  I  was  gonna  become  a  f i she rman  i n  t he  I r i sh  

S e a .   I  s t a r t ed  h id ing  unde r  t he  bed  wh i l e  she  was  i n  t he  ba th room,  o r  

occupy ing  t he  wrong  pos i t i on  o f  t he  bed .   And  she  wou ld  ye l l :  "Ge t  

o f f ! "   And  I  wou ld  answer :  "Come  on ! "   And  she  wou l d  command :  

" D o n ' t  g i v e  m e  y o u r  ‘ C o m e  o n ’ ! "   Fo r ,  even  t hough  we  now had  ou r  

own  p r iva t e  space s ,  I  wou ld  spend  my  weekend  a t  he r s .   The  pe r i od  

l e ad ing  t o  Chr i s tmas  was  more  peace f u l  t han  t he  p r ev ious  yea r ,  

a l t hough  t he  j ob  was  ge t t i ng  i nc r ea s ing ly  some th ing  o f  an  o rdea l  t o  me ,  

l e ad ing  t o  t he  hos t i l i t y  I  showed  t owards  J ean ' s  ex - compe t i t o r  un t i l  I  

h ad  t o  apo log i ze  t o  he r  i n  e a r l y  J anua ry  2005  a s  t he  l a s t  s t r aw  was  

added  a s  f a r  a s  she  was  conce rned .  D u r i n g  t h e  g o o d  b i t s  o f  h e r  

r e cove ry ,  J ean  was  wr i t i ng  aga in  and  came  up  w i th  a  f ew  idea s  and  

even  a  f ew  comedy  ske t ches .   He re  i s  one  o f  he r  sho r t  s t o r i e s :   

" A  R O O M  O F  O N E’ S  O W N :   A  da rk  r ed  room.  A  heavy  room.  I  wea r  

t h i s  r oom l i ke  a  mons t rous  t opcoa t  i n  a  ho t  and  s t i f l i ng  summer .  I t  i s  a  

l ocked  room and  one  f rom wh ich ,  I  f e a r ,  I  w i l l  neve r  be  pe rmi t t ed  t o  

l e ave .  H e r e  I  h a v e  b e e n  s i n c e  t h e  d a y  o f  m y  wedd ing  wh ich ,  by  my  

r eckon ing ,  i s  f ou r  yea r s  pa s t .  I  knew  no t  t hen  t ha t  t h i s  was  t he  l i f e  my  

husband ,  Aa ron ,  had  p l anned  f o r  me .   



S o m e t i m e s ,  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  r e s c u e  o r  e s c a p e  e n t e r s  m e .  W h a t  m u s t  m o t h e r  

and  f a the r  t h ink  ha s  become  o f  me?  Do  t hey  be l i eve  me  de ad  o r  gone  

ab road?  I  do  no t  know wha t  my  r i gh t s  m igh t  be .  I  know tha t ,  a s  h i s  

w i f e ,  I  a m  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  A a r o n ,  l i s t e d  a s  o n e  o f  h i s  g o o d s  a n d  

cha t t e l s .  And  d id  I  no t ,  i n  t he  p r e sence  o f  a lm igh ty  God ,  p romi se  t o  

obey?  I  have  be f o r e  t hough t  o f  a l e r t i ng  a  pas s e r - by ,  even  a  cons t ab l e  t o  

my  f a t e  by  knock ing  on  t he  w indow.  Bu t  wha t  pun i shmen t  m igh t  awa i t  

me  i f  i t  we re  t o  t r an sp i r e  t ha t  Aa ron  i s  w i th in  h i s  r i gh t s  t o  keep  h i s  

w i f e  j u s t  a s  h e  s o  p l e a s e s ?  H i s  s t u d y  i s  s i t u a t e d  d i r e c t l y  a b o v e  t h i s  

r oom and  I  o f t en  hea r  h i s  f oo t s t ep s .  I  a l so  hea r  t he  a rduous  t i ck  o f  t he  

man t l e  c l ock  and  t he  ca r r i age s  t ha t  pa s s  a l ong  t he  cobb l ed  s t r e e t  

ou t s i de  my  window.  O n  t o p  o f  t h e  g r a n d  p i a n o- f o r t e  a r e  s ep i a  

pho tog raphs  o f  my  husband ' s  r e l a t i ons  t ha t  I  wh i spe r  t o  i n  an  e f f o r t  a t  

a  c onve r sa t i on .  Some t imes ,  I  f ancy ,  t hey  wh i spe r  t he i r  mos t  un f r i end ly  

r ep l i e s .  I  am  f o rb idden  t o  t ouch  t he  keys  o f  t he  p i ano - f o r t e  l e s t  I  

d i s t u rb  Aa ron  a t  h i s  work .  The re  a r e  no  means  by  wh ich  I  m igh t  amuse  

myse l f .  I  have  no  book  t o  r ead  o r  embro ide ry  and  so  I  s t a r e  and  l i s t en  

t o  t he  man t l e  c l ock  mark  t he  pa s s ing  o f  my  t ime .  S a r a ,  t h e  m a i d ,  b r i n g s  

me  a  mea l  and  c l ean  c lo the s  and  changes  t he  chamber - po t  once  a  day  

bu t  even  she  i s  unde r  i n s t ruc t i on  no t  t o  exchange  even  t he  b r i e f e s t  o f  

p l ea san t r i e s  w i th  me .  O c c as i o n a l l y ,  b u t  n o t  o f t e n ,  A a r o n  c o m e s .  E v e n  

t hen  I  mus t  u t t e r  no  sound  a t  a l l .  I  h ave  had  no  b l eed  s i nce  h i s  l a s t  

v i s i t  and  now my  b rea s t s  a r e  t ende r ,  my  wa i s t  t h i cken ing  and  I  f e a r  I  

am  wi th - ch i l d .  I  do  no t  know wha t  w i l l  happen  i f  t h i s  p roves  t o  be  t he  

ca s e .   Wi l l  my  ch i l d  be  con f ined  w i th  me  o r  w i l l  he  be  de s t i ned  t o  

s p e n d  h i s  y o u n g  l i f e  a l l  a l o n e ,  l o c k e d  a w a y  s e p a r a t e l y  f r o m  m e ?  W i l l  I  

eve r  be  pe rmi t t ed  t o  s ee  h im ,  even  on  a  r a r e  occa s ion ,  s ay ,  t o  g ive  h im  

a  k i s s  f o r  h i s  b i r t hday?   Wi l l  he  be  t augh t  t o  ha t e  me  o r  a l l owed  t o  

know me?  I  wa i t .   I  wh i spe r .   I  l i s t en .   I  l i s t en  t o  t he  f oo t s t ep s  o f  

A a r o n ,  t h e  t i c k  o f  t h e  m a n t l e  c l o c k  a n d  t h e  c r u e l  w h i s p e r i n g s  f r o m  t h e  

pho tog raphs  on  t op  o f  t he  p i ano - f o r t e .  I  f e e l  my  ch i l d  swe l l i ng  w i th in  

me  and  d r ead  wha t  m igh t  f o l l ow  h i s  s i l en t  b i r t h  i n to  t h i s  da rk  r ed ,  

heavy  room."  Bu t  t he  r e cove ry  s t a r t ed  t o  s l ow  down  when  she  f e l t  she  

had  t o  r e s ume  he r  med i ca t i ons  and  t he  i n sp i r a t i on  s t a r t ed  runn ing  ou t .   



We had  one  ma j o r  d i s ag reemen t  wh ich  may  we l l  have  t u rned  sou r ,  

a l t houg h  no th ing  i s  su r e .   I  h ad  been  t o  a  pa r t y  o rgan i zed  by  a  musc l ed  

gay  member  o f  t he  s t a f f .   A t  t he  s ame  t ime  a  f r i end  o r  a cqua in t ance  o f  

ou r s ’  b i r t hday  was  ce l eb ra t ed  a t  t he  Res to r a t i on  and  J ean  was  t he r e .   I  

j o in ed  h e r  t o w ar d s  1 0 . 3 0  P M .   J ean ' s  ex - compe t i t o r  had  a l so  been  t o  

t ha t  pa r t y  and ,  when  one  even ing  J ean  l e a rned  f rom my  mou th  I  had  

been  t o  t ha t  pa r t y ,  she  s t a r t ed  t o  f r e eze .   I  h ad  t o  t e l l  h e r  I  d idn ' t  l e t  

he r  k now abou t  t he  pa r t y  because  I  d idn ' t  wan t  t o  end  up  i n  a  

conve r sa t i on  l i ke  t he  one  we  we re  p r e sen t l y  engaged  i n .   J e an  ev iden t l y  

a sked  i f  t he  ex - compe t i t o r  was  a t  t ha t  ga the r i ng ,  and  I  had  t o  answer  

ye s  because  I  don ' t  l i k e  l y ing .   Bu t  neve r  m ind  i f  I  had  r e tu rned  t o  J ean  

a t  10 .30  PM,  i t  d idn ' t  a s suage  he r  doub t s .   We  we re  s t i l l  d eba t i ng  t he  

unmen t ioned  ep i sode  o f  t he  pa r t y  when  I  had  enough  and  was  go ing  t o  

l e ave  he r  a l one  i n  t he  Cos two lds  Inn ,  bu t  she  s a id  ca lmly :  "P l ea se ,  

don ' t  s t o rm  o f f ! "   My  ange r  coo l ed  down  and  t he  ma t t e r  was  d ropped  

f o r  a  w h i l e .   

O n  t h e  w h o l e ,  t h e  p e r i o d  f r o m  F L A R E  P A T H  to  ou r  wedd ing  was  

f o r  once  r e l a t i ve ly  uneven t f u l ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  s o  becaus e  i t  w as  p r e t t y  f r ee  

o f  t r i bu l a t i on ,  m inus  J ean ' s  l a t e  au tumn  s t a r t i ng  dec l i ne  o f  r e cove ry ,  

my  own  ' p rob l ems '  a t  work  and  t he  l a s t - pa r ag raph - men t ioned  ' t r oub l e '  

b e tween  u s .   J e an  was  s e t t l ed  i n  he r  cozy  f l a t .   I  t ended  t o  s ee  he r  mos t  

w e e k e n d s  a n d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  w o r k .   We  wen t  t o  He re f o rd  one  day  i n  t he  

au tumn  o f  2004 .   J a cky  Boy  came  t o  s ee  h i s  mum on  e i t he r  Wednesdays  

o r  weekends  and ,  i n  sp i t e  o f  m i s s ing  h i s  mum and  moan ing  abou t  t he  

s t r i c t  Ch r i s t i an i t y  o f  h i s  f o s t e r - mum,  s eemed  s e t t l ed  enough .   He ,  

H a r r y  a n d  G e r t r u d e  s a w  n o  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  J e a n  a n d  I  g e t t i n g  m a r r i e d .   

The  d r i nk  was  r e l a t i ve ly  more  mode ra t e  t han  p r ev ious ly .   I  t hough t  I  

w a s  s a f e  d r i n k i n g  o n l y  E n g l i s h  a l e  t o  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  o f  a l l  t h e  o the r  

a l coho l i c  d r i nk s .   The  one  p i ece  o f  bad  news—or  ' good  news '  

depend ing  on  wh ich  ang l e  i t  i s  l ooked  a t—w a s  s o m e  s o c i a l - s e c u r i t y  

o rgan i zed  f ami ly  con f e r ence  some t ime  i n  t he  Summer  o r  Au tumn  o f  

2004 ,  i n  wh ich  Jonas ,  f a t he r  o f  J acky  Boy  and  mo le s t e r  o f  Ha r ry  and  

G e r t r u d e ,  w a s  a l s o  c o n v o k e d .   The re ,  J ean  l e a rned  t ha t  he r  mum 



t hough t  i t  OK f o r  " t he  f ami ly  t o  f o rg ive  Jonas " ,  w i thou t  consu l t i ng  

J e a n ' s  k i d s  a n d  h e r s e l f .   Appa ren t l y ,  t he  Ke l l y  f ami ly  co inc ided  w i th  

i t s  ' P r ime  Min i s t e r ' ,  i . e .  J ean ' s  mum.   The  f ami ly ,  m inus  J ean ,  had  l a t e r  

on  a  d r i nk  w i th  Jonas .   Ge r t rude  and  Ha r ry  we re  t o  become  ang ry  upon  

l e a rn ing  t he i r  ma t e rna l  g r andma  t ak ing  dec i s i ons  w i th  t he  po t en t i a l  o f  

a f f ec t i ng  t hem bu t  w i thou t  consu l t i ng  t hem.   So ,  t o  J ean  and  I ,  i t  was  

' comf o r t i ng '  u s  i n  t he  s ense  t ha t  we  we ren ' t  wrong  i n  t he  s ense  " t hey" —

the  Ke l l y  f ami ly  and  i t s  f ema le  d i c t a to r —though t  we  we re  wrong .   I t  

r a t he r  made  u s  t h ink  t ha t  some th ing  was  no t  qu i t e  a l l  r i gh t  w i th  

s omebody  p r e f e r r i ng  a  f a t he r  who  cou ld  ge t  t he  k id s  t o  ge t  up  and  ea t  

t he i r  b r eak f a s t  on  t ime ,  neve r  m ind  i f  he  was  a l so  a  ch i l d  mo le s t e r ,  

t han  ano the r  ' f a t he r '  who  was  on  t he  su r f ace  l e s s  p r ac t i c a l ,  bu t  who  a t  

l e a s t  wasn ' t  a  t y r an t .   I n  December  2004 ,  Ha r ry  gave  me  a  Ch r i s tmas  

ca rd  i n  wh ich  he  s t a t ed  t ha t  I  was  " t he  be s t  s t ep  dad"  he  eve r  had .   J e an  

w a s  a l s o  c l o s e r  t o  h e r  d a u g h t e r ,  b o t h  i n  t e r m s  o f  f e e l i n g s  a n d  i n  t e r m s  

o f  d i s t ance ,  on ly  f i ve  minu t e s  away  now.   J ean  moaned  abou t  he r  

po t en t i a l  ' s on - in - l aw ' ,  G e r t r u d e ' s  b o y  f r i e n d ,  a n d  Y a n n- V a r i  w a s  

t e a s ing  J ean  abou t  i t .   2005  was  go ing  t o  have  some  pa in f u l  momen t s ,  

bu t  on  t he  who le  no th ing  l i ke  wha t  happened  i n  2004 ,  bu t  Yann- V a r i  

w o u l d  f a l l  l o w .   J ean  gave  me  a  l ong  l e a the r  b l ack  coa t  f o r  Ch r i s tmas  

2004  and  t he  yea r  ended  r a the r  we l l  cons ide r i ng  t he  p sycho log i ca l  

t r agedy  o f  t he  f i r s t  s even  mon ths .    

S o  w e  w o r k e d  t h e  w e d d i n g  c e r e m o n y  w i t h  U n i t a r i a n  m i n i s t e r  D o n a l d  

and  d id  a  r ehea r sa l .   On  t he  eve  o f  t he  wedd ing ,  I  wen t  f o r  a  s t ag  n igh t  

on  my  own  to  t he  Campbe l l  pub  and  me t  w i th  Robe r t  and  Dav id -

A l e x a n d e r ,  t w o  C h a o s  m a g i c i a n s .   The re  t oo  was  Jo seph ine  who  J ean  

and  I  me t  a l ongs ide  w i th  Robe r t  i n  some  o f  t he  2004  pagan  mee t i ngs  

o rgan i zed  by  Geo rg ina .   I  cou ldn ' t  b e l i eve  my  ea r s  when  Jo seph ine  t o ld  

me  she  was  a  Mar x i s t .   Neve r  m ind .   I  d r ank  enough  a l e  t ha t  n igh t .   

The  day  a f t e r ,  Johnny  t he  be s t  man  f rom Newpor t  c ame  i n  t he  morn ing  

t o  Che l t enham and  I  me t  w i th  h im .   We  smoke  a  j o in t .   He  he lped  me  

d r e s s  p rope r ly ,  f o r  I  am  usua l l y  a l i en  t o  t he  i dea  o f  su i t .   The  j a cke t  

J e a n  b o u g h t  f o r  m e  w a s  s m a r t  w i t h  s o m e  ' P u n k  R o c k '  ' g r a f f i t i '  o n  i t .   I  



bough t  t he  t r ouse r s  f r om L i t t l ewoods ,  a t  a  r e a sonab l e  p r i c e ,  and  J ean  

s t a r t e d  t o  w o r r y  w h e n  I  t o l d  h e r  t h e  c o l o r s  o f  t h e  t r o u s e r s  w e r e  b r o w n .   

S h e  t h o u g h t  I  w a s  g o n n a  l o o k  a w f u l  b u t  she  l a t e r  r e l axed  when  she  

r ea l i z ed  i t  wasn ' t  t h a t  bad .   You  w i l l  have  t o  excuse  my  F rench  bu t  

du r ing  t he  wedd ing  day ,  I  was  sh i t t i ng  myse l f .   The  t r an s i t i ng  Sa tu rn  

w a s  s q u a r i n g  b o t h  J e a n ' s  M o o n  i n  L i b r a  a n d  m y  o w n  S u n  i n  A r i e s .   

J a c k y  B o y  h e l p e d  t h e  a t t endan t s  f i nd  t he i r  s ea t s .   Mos t  peop l e  t ha t  had  

come  to  ou r  2004  hand f a s t i ng  we re  t he r e  p lu s  o the r  peop l e  l i ke  J ean ' s  

g r and  pa r en t s ,  he r  younges t  s i s t e r ,  Kym and  Emma ,  Ca the r i ne  and  

J e f f r e y ,  e t c .   JERUSALEM and  HOW GREAT THOU ART were  sung  

du r ing  t he  s e rv i ce .   Ce l t i c  mus i c  was  a l so  p l ayed .   The  min i s t e r  quo t ed  

ex t r ac t s  f r om Sa in t  Pau l  and  Ka l i l  G ib r an .   The  chu rch ' s  i n s ide  was  

qu i t e  f u l l  up  ac tua l l y .   A t  t he  Cos two lds ,  r e s e rved  f o r  t he  wedd ing  

pa r t y ,  Johnny  t he  be s t  man  made  a  speech  and  I  was  a f r a id  I  wou ld  

have  t o  h ide  bu t  peop l e  l aughed  and  t ha t  was  OK.   I  d runk  enough  

bee r s  bu t  ye t  no t  enough  t o  ge t  r e a l  p i s s ed  and  become  an  a s sho l e .   I  

w a s  t i p s y  a n d  t h a t  w a s  i t .   The  Cos two lds  l and lo rd  and  l and l ady  d id  a  

s u p e r b  j o b  i n  s e t t i n g  u p  t h e  f o o d  a n d  a l l  t h a t .   Then ,  J ean  and  I  d id  t he  

bus ine s s  newly  mar r i ed  coup l e s  a r e  supposed  t o  do  and  t he  day  a f t e r  we  

w e r e  g o i n g  t o  s e e  m y  m u m  i n  S o u t h  B r i t t a n y .   The  day  a f t e r  was  

S u n d a y .    J e an  had  i nv i t ed  he r  pa r en t s  t o  come  t o  t he  wedd ing  bu t  t hey  

obv ious ly  dec l i ned  a s  t hey  w e r e n ' t  p r e s e n t .   My  own  f o lk s  cou ldn ' t  

make  i t  a c ro s s  t he  Eng l i sh  Channe l .  We  wen t  t o  B r i s t o l  a i r po r t  i n  

w h i c h  a  b u l l y i n g  o l d  s e c u r i t y - gua rd  guy  a sked  me  why  I  was  ca r ry ing  

s o  m a n y  l i g h t e r s  w i t h  m e .   The  s t a f f  was  humor l e s s  t o  s ay  t he  l e a s t .   

When  we  l and ed  i n  Pa r i s ,  we  we re  we l comed  by  w ind ,  snow,  g r ay  

conc re t e  and  s eeming ly  bad ly  o rgan i zed  pub l i c  t r an spo r t .   We  s l ep t  i n  a  

ho t e l  r oom tha t  J ean  pa id  f o r .   She  ac tua l l y  pa id  f o r  mos t  o f  t he  

w e d d i n g ' s  c o s t s ,  l i k e  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  C o s t w o l d s  f o r  t h e  w e d d ing  

pa r t y .   We  a r r i ved  t he  day  a f t e r  t o  Sou th  Br i t t any ,  t o  Sa in t  B rev in - l e s -

P i n s  w h e r e  w e r e  l i v i n g  m y  m u m ,  m y  b r o t h e r ,  m y  s i s t e r - i n - l aw ,  my  

n i ece  and  my  two  nephews .   My  mum though t  ou r  dec i s i on  t o  ge t  

ma r r i ed  was  t oo  ea r l y .   Bu t  t hen ,  she  ha s  un f o r tuna t e ly  been  dep re s sed  

s i n c e  t h e  d e m i s e  o f  m y  d a d .   J e an  and  I  wen t  t o  Le  Cro i s i c  whe re  she  



no t i c ed  t he  s im i l a r i t y  be tween  Bre tons  p l ace  names  and  We l sh  p l ace  

names .   The  t own  she  p r e f e r r ed  was  Po rn i c .   Du r ing  t ha t  t ime ,  J ean ' s  

men t a l  s t a t e  s t a r t ed  t o  dec l i ne  aga in  t hough  no t  t o  t he  ex t en t  o f  t he  

p r ev ious  yea r ,  t hanks  God  f o r  t ha t .   On  ou r  r e t u rn ,  ve ry  sho r t l y  a f t e r ,  

w e  w e n t  t o  t h e  C a m p b e l l  p u b  w h e r e  J e a n  t o l d  m e  s h e  w a s n ' t  t o o  s u r e  

ou r  wedd ing  had  been  a  good  i dea  and  she  a l so  s a id  she  wan t ed  t o  v i s i t  

Rome .   I  wa s  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  i d e a ,  m a i n l y  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  s h e  w o u l d  

be  i n  a  non - Eng l i sh  speak ing  c i t y  i n  a  f r ag i l e  s t a t e  o f  m ind ,  and  she  

s p o k e  o n l y  E n g l i s h .   I  knew  wha t  i t  was  l i ke  t o  come  t o  a  f o r e ign  

na t i on  no t  speak ing  t he  na t i ve  l anguage  a s  i t  h ad  been  t he  ca s e  f o r  m e  

w h e n  I  a r r i v e d  i n  L o n d o n  w i t h  p r a c t i c a l l y  n o  E n g l i s h  a t  a l l ,  b u t  I  h a d  

my  cous in  and  h i s  ma t e  a round  me ,  so  I  wasn ' t  on  m y  own .   I  was  more  

f avo rab l e  t o  t he  i dea  o f  he r  go ing  t o  Rome  w i th  he r  younges t  s i s t e r .   

J e a n  s a i d  t h a t  w e  m i g h t  b r e a k  u p  i f  I  was  s t i l l  go ing  one  w i th  t ha t  

mood .   Bu t  I  was  s t ubbo rn  and  she  s t a r t ed  t o  weep  a s  I  wen t  t o  buy  my  

l a s t  a l e .   I  au tho r i t a t i ve ly  en jo ined  he r  t o  come  w i th  me  t o  he r  f l a t  and  

s h e  s h o wed  no  oppos i t i on .   I n  t he  f l a t ,  I  y e l l ed  t o  he r  and  she  a t  some  

s t a g e  g o t  up  a s  i f  t o  h i t  me .   Bu t  i t  s e emed  I  ye l l ed  s t r onge r  and  she  

s t a r t i n g  p a c i n g  t h e  k i t c h e n  g o i n g  r o u n d  i n  c i r c l e s  s o  t o  s p e a k .   I  

c a lmed  down  and  s eeming ly  managed  t o  coo l  he r  down  too .   I  mus t  s ay  

I  was  su rp r i s ed  a t  he r  man i c  pac ing ,   She  t hen  r e l axed  a  b i t  more  and  

me  t oo  a s  we l l .   T i l l  now ,  I  don ' t  know i f  my  ye l l i ng  a t t i t ude  was  

co r r ec t  and  I  don ' t  know i f  t h i s  cou r se  o f  a c t i on  was  t he  so l e  opened  t o  

me .     

I  t h i nk  i t  was  t he  F r iday  a f t e r  we  r e tu rned  f rom Br i t t any .   I  was  

f i n i s h ing  r e l a t i ve ly  ea r l y  i n  t he  a f t e rnoon  and  I  j o ined  J ean  t ha t  was  

d r i nk ing  w i th  he r  work ing  c l a s s  f ema le  f r i end ,  t he  b r i deg room,  and  he r  

f ema le  ma te s  a t  t he  Tay lo r s .   Fo r  some  r ea son ,  I  d r ank  heav i l y  bu t  was  

happy ,  me t  a  pa l  o f  m ines  a t  t he  Cos two lds  and  wen t  t o  J ean ' s  f l a t .   I  

l o s t  memory  o f  wha t  happened  i n  t he  Cos two lds  bu t  k ind  o f  vague ly  

r eco l l e c t  be ing  i n  he r  f l a t ,  and  she  d id  r e tu rn  on ly  t o  f i nd  t he  d ry  

con t en t  o f  po t  nood l e s  sp r ead  on  he r  c a rpe t .   The  day  a f t e r ,  I  was  

a f r a id  I  had  done  some th ing  bad  i n  t he  Cos two lds .   I  apo log i zed  t o  



t hem and  t he  l and lo rd  t o ld  me  my  pe r f o rmance  had  been  r a the r  f unny .   

They  t o ld  me  I  had  t o  l e ave  t he  pub  a s  I  was  d runk  enough  bu t  I  

i n s i s t ed  t o  have  more  d r i nk  and  even tua l l y  I  l e f t ;  bu t  a  buddy  o f  m ine  

l a t e r  l e t  me  known  he  was  conce rned  I  cou l d  have  ended  up  bad ly .   

J e a n ,  t o  s t a r t  w i t h ,  w a s  n o n p l u s s e d  w i t h  t h e  b i t s  a n d  p i e c e s  o f  p o t -

nood l e s  sp r ead  on  t he  ca rpe t  bu t  t hen  l aughed  i t  o f f .    I  was  do ing  open  

mikes  i n  t he  Cos two lds  w i th  a  f ew  o f  my  songs  and  t he  l y r i c s  o f  

Wi l l i am  B lake  I  sung  on  me l od i e s  o f  m ine .   J e an  and  I  t hough t  t ha t  

H a r r y  c o u l d  p e r f o r m  h i s  m u s i c  i n  t h e  C o s t w o l d s .   He  was  ge t t i ng  

i nc r ea s ing ly  t a l en t ed  w i th  h i s  b lu e s .   And  t hen ,  a t  on ly  15  yea r s  o ld ,  

H a r r y  d i d  h i s  f i r s t  o p e n  m i k e  i n  t h e  C o s t w o l d s ,  l e a v i n g  s u c h  a n  

impre s s ion  upon  t he  l oca l  f an s  o f  b lue s  t ha t  t h i s  was  t he  s t a r t  o f  h i s  

c a r ee r  a s  G louces t e r sh i r e ' s  young  b lue s  p rod igy .   One  o f  t hose  b lue s  

f ans ,  an  o ld  enough  pa l ,  became  H ar ry ' s  manage r  and  he  s t a r t ed  t o  

p l ay ,  suppo r t i ng  b lue s  a r t i s t s  i n  sma l l  pub  venues ;  and  Ha r ry  was  

bu i l d ing  a  s t e ady  po r t f o l i o .   J e an ' s  mum and  dad  came  one  even ing  

w a t c h i n g  t h e i r  g r a n d  s o n  p l a y  t h e  g u i t a r .   J e an ' s  younges t  s i s t e r  was  

t he r e  t oo ,  a l ongs ide  he r  ex - a rmy ,  Sun  i n  Sag i t t a r i u s  and  man ic -

dep re s s ive  boy f r i end  t ha t  was  s eeming ly  l i ked  by  Marga re t  K e l l y  a s  h e  

w a s  s e e m i n g l y  i n  t h e i r  e y e s  a  r e a l  s o u n d  b l o k e ,  u n l i k e  m e .   When  I  d id  

my  pe r f o rmance ,  J ean ' s  mum to ld  Ha r ry  he  was  much  be t t e r  t han  I  was ,  

bu t  Ha r ry  was  p i s s ed  o f f  by  he r  g r andma ' s  commen t s  abou t  me .   I t ' s  

unden i ab l e  t ha t ,  a t  l e a s t  a s  f a r  a s  b lue s  was  conce rned ,  he  was  ahead  o f  

me  who  had  some  twen ty  bu t  e r r a t i c  yea r s  o f  gu i t a r  p l ay ing .   

N o n e t h e l e s s ,  e v e n  i f  I  h a d  b e e n  J i m i  H e n d r i x ,  J e a n ' s  m u m  w o u l d  h a v e  

c l a imed  I  was  c r ap .   Bu t  Marga re t  was  a l so  p i s s ed  w i th  wh i t e  w ine  and  

had  t o  vomi t  b i t s  and  p i ece s  i n  t he  l ad i e s .   She  d idn ' t  l i k e  J ean  and  I  

en j oy ing  danc ing  on  some  rock  and  ro l l .   So  we  had  ou r  swee t  r evenge  

a f t e r  a l l ,  a s  I  d idn ' t  make  a  f oo l  o f  myse l f ,  bu t  J ean ' s  mum d id ,  and  she  

even  annoyed  Ha r ry  i n s t ead  o f  w inn ing  h im  on  he r  s i de  by  c r i t i c i z i ng  

my  p l ay ing .   

N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  J e a n  w a s  p r o u d  o f  h e r  s o n ' s  a c h i e v e m e n t ,  a s  n o t  o n l y  

w a s  h e  v e r y  t a l e n t e d  a n d  i n s p i r e d  i n  p l a y i n g  b l u e s ,  b o t h  c o v e r  v e r s i o n s  



and  h i s  own  me lod i e s  o r  l y r i c s ,  bu t  a l so  because  o f  t he  t u rbu l en t  t imes  

he  had  known  wh i l e  unde r  t he  o rdea l s  o f  abuse  done  by  h i s  o ld  s t ep  dad  

J o n a s ,  b u t  a l s o  c o n s i d e r i n g  h e  d e v e l o p e d  s o m e  f o r m  o f  f e a r  o f  p e o p l e  

and  t hen  t he r e  was  t he  e l ephan t  i n  t he  ch ina  shop  t ha t  I  was ,  so  f o r  a l l  

t hose  r ea sons  J ean  was  p roud  o f  he r  son .   We  r egu l a r l y  ma in t a ined  

con t ac t  w i th  J ean ' s  daugh t e r  and  he r  boy f r i end ,  t he  po t en t i a l  son - in -

l aw .   J acky  Boy  was  coming  once  o r  tw ice  a  week  and  t he  who le  f ami l y  

w a s  s o m e t i m e s  a l l  t o g e t h e r  i n  r e s t a u r a n t s  d u r i n g  a  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  s o m e  

s o r t ,  l i k e  a  b i r t h d a y .   I  w as  he lp ing  w i th  some  se rv i ce  a s  A l l  Sa in t s  

h igh  chu rch ,  conv inced  I  wan t ed  t o  become  an  Ang l i can  p r i e s t .   I  was  

mos t l y  abso rbed  a  l o t  i n  Ch r i s t i an i t y ,  Mary  Magda l ene  and  Soph i a ,  

w h i l e  I  w a s  a l s o  a  r e g u l a r  o f  t h e  U n i t a r i a n  C h u r c h ,  i t s e l f  p l e a s e d  t h a t  

ou r  we dd ing  t ook  p l ace  i n  an  Un i t a r i an  bu i l d ing .   I  was  a l so  do ing  my  

open  mikes ,  a s  s t a t ed  be f o r e ,  and  some t imes  J ean  was  s i ng ing  

accompan ied  o r  no t  by  he r  son .   Ge r t rude  t hough t  o f  ge t t i ng  a  d r i v ing  

l i c ense  and  t he  po t en t i a l  son - in - l aw  was  busy  w i th  t he  P l a ys t a t i on  and  

t he  smok ing  o f  j o in t s .   The  j ob  was  ge t t i ng  on  my  ne rve s  bu t  i t  was  

s t i l l  n o t  a s  b a d  a s  i t  b e c a m e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  A u g u s t  o f  t h e  s a m e  y e a r ,  i . e .  

2005 .   J e an  s t a r t ed  t o  l o se  i n sp i r a t i on  b ig  t ime  bu t  s t i l l  h e r  s t a t e  neve r  

equa l ed  any th ing  a s  bad  a s  t h e  p r ev ious  yea r .   She  a l so  had  some  

d i f f i cu l t i e s  w i th  S t acey ,  Ha r ry ' s  f o s t e r  mo the r ,  who  was  behav ing  i n  a  

f unny  s o r t  o f  w ay  a round  H a r ry .   Some  though t  a s  i f  t he  f o s t e r  mum 

w a s  i n  l o v e  w i t h  o r  f a n c y i n g  a  l o t  t h e  f o s t e r  s o n .   Du r ing  t he  n igh t  

w h e n  J e a n ' s  mum came  to  s ee  he r  g r and  son  p l ay ing  and  she  made  a  

f oo l  o f  he r s e l f ,  t he  f o s t e r  mum w as  i nc luded  i n  t he  " f ami ly  con f e r ence"  

t ha t  t ook  p l ace  i n  t he  l ad i e s  w i th  J ean ' s  mum and  J ean ' s  younges t  

s i s t e r .   S t acey  t h r ew  some  a l l ega t i ons  aga in s t  J ean  and  t he  was  ge t t i ng  

qu i t e  p i s s ed  o f f  w i th  i t  a l l .   More  s e r i ous ly ,  S t acey ' s  s t up id  ac t i ons  

w e r e  m a y b e  h a v i n g  a n  i m p a c t  o n  J e a n ' s  m e n t a l  h e a l t h .   One  even ing  I  

j o in ed  h e r  a t  h e r  d au g h t e r ' s  f l a t  an d  s h e  w as  d eep ly  an n o y ed  a t  o n e  o f  

H a r r y ' s  f o s t e r  m u m ' s  s i l l y  s c h e m e s  a n d  I  was  conce rned  t ha t  J ean  was  

qu i t e  d runk  and  d i f f i cu l t  t o  r e a son .   S t acey  was  i ncensed  when  she  

l e a rned  J ean  su spec t ed  he r  o f  f ancy ing  t he  f o s t e r  son .   J e an  c l a imed  

t ha t  S t acey  pu t  Ha r ry  on  a  pedes t a l  t o  t he  de t r imen t  o f  he r  own  sons .   



Like  S t acey  wou ld  co me  to  s ee  Ha r ry  p l ay ing  b lue s  bu t  wou ld  no t  t u rn  

up  t o  s ee  he r  own  son  p l ay  f oo tba l l .   I t  i s  i ndeed  pos s ib l e ,  wha t eve r  t he  

t r u th s  beh ind  a l l  t h i s ,  t ha t  t h i s  qu i t e  a f f ec t ed  J ean  i n  a  way  I ' m  on ly  

now r ea l i z i ng  t he  pos s ib l e  s e r i ousnes s  i t  a c tua l l y  had .  We  we n t  t o  

F a l m o u t h ,  C o r n w a l l ,  f o r  a  w e e k e n d  i n  J u n e ,  a n d  I  c e r t a i n l y  e n j o y e d  t h e  

s h i p s  a n d  t h e  C e l t i c  v i b e  o f  t h e  p l a c e .   We  t ook  some  wa lk  i n  t he  t own ,  

a  me re  17 ,000  i nhab i t an t s ,  tw inned  w i th  t he  Bre ton  po r t  t own  o f  

D o u a r n e n e z  w h i c h  i s  a l s o  l o c a t e d  i n  B r e t o n  ' Co rnwa l l ' ,  t h e  

CORNOUAILLES .   J ean  and  I  even  a rgued  ove r  t he  so - ca l l ed  

' Eng l i shnes s '  o f  Co rnwa l l .   J e an  f avo red  t he  Eng l i shnes s  o f  i t  whe rea s  I  

w a s  s t a t i n g  C o r n w a l l  i s  o n l y  E n g l i s h  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y- s p e a k i n g ,  t h a t  i t  

w a s  a  C e l t i c  e n t i t y  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  E n g land .   I n  Co rnwa l l ,  J e an  t hough t  

t he  p l ace  names  we ren ' t  r e a l l y  Eng l i sh  a f t e r  a l l .   We  wen t  t o  s ee  a  

band ' s  g ig  i n  pub  l a t e r  on  i n  t he  even ing .   The  day  a f t e r ,  I  wen t  f o r  an  

A n g l i c a n  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  l o c a l  A n g l i c a n  C h u r c h .   I t  was  no t  h igh  chu rch ,  

bu t  s eemed  t r ad i t i ona l  Ang l i can  enough .   I n  t he  chu rch  was  a  f l ag  o f  

B r i t t any  and  I  a sked  t he  p r i e s t  abou t  i t  l a t e r  w i th  J ean .   He  t o ld  me :  

" W e  a r e  C e l t  i n  C o r n w a l l ! "   The  day  a f t e r  was  a  b i t  dep re s s ive  f o r  me .   

The  t hough t  o f  l i v ing  a l i ve  Fa lmou th  f o r  d r ea r i e r  Che l t enham and  my  

ho r r i b l e  workp l ace  d idn ' t  i n sp i r e  me  much .   I  wan t ed  t o  have  a  qu i ck  

s t o p  a t  T r u r o ,  w h i c h  J e a n  a g r e e d  w i t h  i n i t i a l l y .   Bu t  t h i s  Monday  

morn ing ,  she  j u s t  d rove  pa s t  T ru ro  and  t ha t  was  a  b i t  d i s appo in t i ng .   

We  s topped  f o r  a  b i t  i n  Exe t e r  a l ong  t he  bo r ing - i sh  po r t .   Yes  t he  po r t  

i s  be t t e r  t han  no th ing  bu t  t he  c i t y  d id  s eem to  u s  su f f i c i en t l y  bo r ing  i n  

compar i son  w i th  Fa lmou th .   A l t hough  I  suppose  you  can ' t  expec t  much  

f rom any  p rov inc i a l  med ium - s i z e d  c i t i e s  a n d  M o n d a y  m o r n i n g .   La t e r  

i n  l a t e  Ju ly  o r  e a r l y  Augus t  we  wen t  t o  I r e l and .   Leav ing  on  Monday ,  

w e  t o o k  t h e  f e r r y  f r o m  P e m b r o k e  D o c k s  a f t e r  a  n i c e  t r a i n  t r i p  i n  W e s t  

Wa le s ,  t he  i n t e r e s t i ng  b i t  o f  t he  j ou rney  be ing  be tween  Swansea  and  

P e m b r o k e  D o c k s  o f  c o u r s e .   The  Fe r ry  t ook  u s  nea r  Wexf o rd  whe re  

s t a y e d  e n j o y i n g  s o m e  b e e r s  b u t  n o t  s o  m u c h  t h e  n o n- s m o k i n g  p o l i c y  o f  

a l l  I r i sh  pubs .   We  t ook  wa lk s  i n  t he  t own  and  a long  t he  ha rbo r .   The  

a tmosphe re  r eminded  u s  a  b i t  o f  t he  a tmosphe re  i n  B re ton  po r t  t own  Le  

Cro i s i c .   We  bough t  some  books  and  s aw  tw ice  s o m e  g o o d  m u s i c ,  



espec i a l l y  a  k ind  o f  ' f o lk - rock '  gu i t a r i s t ,  s i ng e r  and  compose r  whose  

mus i c  was  sou l f u l  and  f unny  i n  a  so r t  o f  way ,  exh ib i t i ng  i nc r ed ib ly  

t a l en t ed  sounds  w i th  h i s  spec i a l  e f f ec t  peda l s .   Bo th  J ean  and  I  we re  

s t u n n e d  b y  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  mus i c  and  t he  pe r f o rmance .   Wexf o rd  

appea red  t o  u s  much  more  r e l axed  t han  Che l t enham.   We  s l ep t  i n  t he  

f e r ry  ha rbo r  be f o re  t ak ing  t he  s h ip  back  t o  Br i t a i n .   We  had  a  r e a l l y  

good  wa lk  among  some  rocks  and  i t  was  r ea l l y  r e l ax ing .   I t  wasn ' t  t h e  

s a m e  b a c k  i n  Br i t a i n  w i th  t he  t hough t  o f  my  ho r r i b l e  workp l ace .   I  was  

pa s sab ly  i r r i t ab l e  i n  t he  t r a i n  and  so  was  J ean .   They  we re  go ing  t o  

change  my  work ing  hou r s  a t  Grev i l l  House  and  I  wou ld  have  t o  s t a r t  

w o r k i n g  o n  S u n d a y ,  w h i c h  i d e a  I  h a t e d .   The  l a s t  t r i p  i n  J ean ' s  c a r  was  

an  abo r t ed  t r i p  t o  Sha rpnes s  a s  she  cou ldn ' t ,  o r  we  cou ldn ' t ,  f i nd  t he  

r i gh t  r oad  t o  t he  po r t ,  go ing  i n s t ead  round  i n  c i r c l e s  a round  S t roud .   By  

t hen ,  J ean ' s  men t a l  was  dec l i n ing  f u r t he r  and  my  ange r  and  f ru s t r a t i on  

w e r e  g e t t i n g  w o r s e .   

Y e t ,  i n  t ha t  Augus t  we re  two  pos i t i ve ly  memorab l e  momen t s  f o r  J ean  

and  I .   The  f i r s t  was  t he  t h i rd  a r t  even t  i n  Newpor t ,  t ak ing  p l ace  i n  f a c t  

i n  Wen twood ,  t he  s t a r t  o f  wh ich  s eemed  doomed  a s  i t  was  g r ay  and  

r a in ing ,  bu t  i t  d eve loped  f i ne  a l t hough  i t  h ad  an  i r r i t a t i ng  New Age  

t ouch  abou t  i t .   The  s econd  even t  was  t he  mar r i age  o f  C l a r a  and  Ho l ly ,  

and  J ean  and  I  wen t  t o  t he  a f t e r  wedd ing  pa r t y  o rgan i zed  i n  t he  Su f f o lk  

A r m s ,  C h e l t e n h a m .   The re  Bor sa l i nec  and  N icho l a s  Papa f lovsk i  made  

up  a f t e r  tw o  yea r s  o f  pe r s i s t en t  co ld  wa r  be tween  t hem ove r  t he  

Bor sa l i nec - unwi l l i ng ly - i n s t i ga t ed  i nc iden t  o f  h im  ho ld ing  N icho l a s ,  

k ind  o f ,  by  t he  t h roa t .   Mos t  o f  t he  f e l l ows  o f  t he  f o rmer  expe r imen t a l  

t hea t r e  g roup  we re  t he r e ,  m inus  He l en  a s  she  had  l e f t  Dan i e l  B ra iny  a  

yea r  e a r l i e r ,  and  Dan i e l  had  f ound  a  new  f ema le  compan ion  i n  t he  

pe r son  o f  J enny ,  ove r  whom Jean  and  I  nea r l y  sp l i t  up  two  yea r s  

e a r l i e r .   A l l  i n  a l l ,  t h e  who le  l o t  had  a  good  t ime .   

S o  a t  w o r k ,  T i m o t h y  w a s  d e m o t e d  f r o m  b e i n g  a  c o o k  i n  c h a r g e  t o  a  

cook  no t  i n  cha rge ,  o r  k i t c hen  a s s i s t an t  number  one .   Ou r  manage re s s  

D o r o t h y  s t i l l  a d v i s e d  u s  t h a t  t h i n g s  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  b e  a l l  r i g h t ,  i n  h e r  

i napp rop r i a t e  op t im i sm.   Now my  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  t he  H igh  Church  



mass  was  compromised  and  t ha t  pa r t l y  pu t  me  down .   I  was  a l so  

w o n d e r i n g  i f  I  w o u l d  e v e r  t a k e  o f f  o r  r e m a i n  p r i s o n e r  o f  t h i s  l o w  j o b ,  

w o n d e r i n g  i f  m y  d o i n g  a  d e g r e e  h a d  b e e n  a  c o m p l e t e  w a s t e  o f  t i m e  a n d  

eve ry th ing  e l s e .   One  even ing ,  I  wa lked  t o  my  f l a t  t o  J ean ' s ,  and  I  don ' t  

know why ,  I  had  bad  t hough t s  t owards  he r ,  excep t  by  a t t r i bu t i ng  t ha t  t o  

my  ange r  and  my  p ro j ec t i on  o f  i t  on to  he r .   When  I  c ame  t o  he r s ,  she  

t o ld  me  she  had  an  i dea  t o  ge t  me  ou t  o f  my  s i t ua t i on .   She  s a id  we  

cou ld  s e t  up  a  s econd  hand  bookshop .   Tha t  i dea  had  been  i n  t he  a i r  on  

a  f ew  occas ions ,  bo rn  i n  J ean ' s  m ind .   I  d idn ' t  make  any  e f f o r t  t o  h ide  

my  despondency  and  t hen  J ean  wen t  i n to  a  f unny  mood .   I  cou ld  have  

made  a t  l e a s t  an  e f f o r t  t o  app rec i a t e  he r  endeavou r  o f  ge t t i ng  me  ou t  o f  

my  sh i t  j ob  s i t ua t i on .   I  t r i ed  t o  comf o r t  he r  bu t  we  we re  bo th  i n  a  l ow  

mood .   Then  t he r e  was  t he  ep i sode  when  we  had  been  i n  a  shabby  pub  

down  the  l ower  h igh  s t r e e t  on  some  Sunday  a f t e rnoon ,  t o  s ee  some  I r i sh  

mus i c  wh ich  t u rned  ou t  t o  be  cheesy  mus i c ,  whe re  I  exp re s sed  t o  he r  

my  r eg re t  o f  hav ing  l o s t  t he  many  f ema le  f r i endsh ip s  I  had  be f o r e  

mee t i ng  w i th  J ean .   She  d idn ' t  t ake  i t  g l ad ly .   By  t he  way ,  now tha t  ou r  

r e l a t i onsh ip  i s  no t  so  r i g id  and  an  " U S  F I R S T "  t y p e ,  t h e  s a m e  p r o b l e m  

s e e m s  t o  c a r r y  o n  s o  I  c a n n o t  i m p u t e  t h a t  t o  J e a n  b u t  o n l y  t o  m y s e l f .   

A n o t h e r  t i m e ,  a  W e d n e s d a y  a f t e rnoon ,  J ean ,  Ge r t rude  and  Ha r ry  we re  

a t  t he  Cos two lds  Inn  and  I  was  t he r e  t oo .   J e an  was  weep ing  and  s a id  

s h e  c o u l d n ' t  l i v e  w i t h  m e ,  t h a t  h e r  j e a l o u s y  o r  o b s e s s i o n  w a s  t o o  s t r o n g  

and  t ha t  she ' d  r a the r  commi t  su i c ide  f o r  she  cou ldn ' t  b ea r  t he  t hough t  

o f  l o s ing  me  e i t he r .   Ha r ry  l e f t  c ry ing  and  so  d id  Ge r t rude .   He r  

younge r  s i s t e r  j o ined  u s  bu t  t hen ,  bo th  ang ry  and  upse t ,  I  l e f t  f o r  my  

f l a t .   Then  t he  younges t  s i s t e r  t ex t ed  t o  come  back  t o  t he  pub  and  be  

w i t h  h e r  s i s t e r ,  i . e .  J e a n  a s  s h e  c o u l d n ' t  b e  l e f t  o n  he r  own .   A  yea r  

ago ,  she  wou ld  have  s a id  t o  J ean  t ha t  I  shou ld  be  have  been  k i cked  ou t  

o f  t he  p i c tu r e  f o r  J ean ' s  we l f a r e .   Now I  was  begged  t o  come  to  he r  f o r  

he r  we l f a r e .   I t  i s  t r ue  t ha t  J ean ' s  younges t  s i s t e r  s eemed  t o  have  

changed  he r  op in ion  abou t  me  a s  she  a t t ended  ou r  wedd ing  f o r  i n s t ance  

and  con f e s sed  t o  J ean  t ha t  she  u sed  t o  f e ed  he r  nephews '  m ind  w i th  

f unny  i dea s  abou t  me .   Back  t o  t he  pub  t hen !   The  s i s t e r  l e f t  and  

Bor sa l i nec  came  l a t e r .   By  t hen ,  J ean ' s  consumpt ion  o f  a l coho l  s eemed  



t o  g ive  he r  a  d i f f e r en t  coun t enance .   She  wan t ed  t o  s ee  a  g ig  a t  t he  

S l a k  p u b .   He r  a t t i t ude  was  now wha t  I  wou ld  de sc r i be  a s  t he  

un rea sona b l e ,  " I - do - w h a t - I - l i ke " ,  f ue l l ed  by  many  d r i nks .   I  j u s t  was  

p i s s ed  o f f  w i th  t he  who le  s i t ua t i on  and  r e f u sed  t o  go  t o  t he  g ig ,  so  I  

l e f t  he r  w i th  Bor sa l i nec .   I  s l ep t  i n  he r  f l a t  a f t e r  do ing  t he  open  mike  

a t  t he  Cos two lds ,  more  "punk - rock"  t han  u sua l  a s  I  was  u s ing  t he  

ene rgy  a roused  by  t he  ange r  i n  t he  pe r f o rmances  o f  t he  songs .   A t  some  

s t a g e  i n  t h e  n i g h t ,  I  w a s  a w a k e  o r  i t  m i g h t  have  been  be f o r e  go ing  t o  

bed ,  and  J ean  t ex t ed  me  s ay ing  I  had  t o  r e s cue  he r  f r om be ing  a t  

Bo r sa l i nek ,  even  t ho ugh  no th ing  bad  wou ld  t ake  p l ace .   She  ce r t a i n ly  

w a s  s a f e  w i t h  h i m .   I  was  annoyed  f i r s t  f o r  be ing  d i smi s sed  and  t hen  

f o r  be ing  begged  t o  be  cons ide r a t e  f o r  he r .   I  r e f u sed  t o  comply  and  

f e l l  a s l e ep .   J e an  migh t  have  been  s t r ugg l i ng  w i th  d i s t u rb ing  con t en t s  

o f  he r  unconsc ious ,  l i ke  f o rgo t t en  wounded  memor i e s  su r f ac ing  t o  t he  

l eve l  o f  he r  consc ious  mind ,  f o r  she  was  f o l l owing  some  NHS f unded  

counse l i ng  o r  p sycho the r apy  and  she  had ,  due  t o  i t ,  s ome  unde r s t and ing  

o f  he r .   I t  s e emed  t ha t  she  had  been  abused  a s  a  ch i l d  and  t ha t  he r  

mum ' s  a t t i t ude  t o  he r  had  been  de t r imen t a l ,  s ome th ing  we  bo th  

s u s p e c t e d .   Bu t  a t  t ha t  t ime  o f  Augus t  2005 ,  ou r  r e l a t i onsh ip  w a s  u n d e r  

s e r i o u s  e n o u g h  s t r a i n  a n d  I  w a s  g e t t i n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  a n g r i e r .   Then  t he  

l a s t  bu t  one  Sunday  o f  Augus t  2005 ,  I  wen t  t o  he r  f l a t  i n  t he  even ing  

f i nd ing  he r  t o t a l l y  d i s t r e s s ed  and  d r ink ing  w ine  w i th  Bor s a l i nec .   

O b v i o u s l y  h e  h a d  t r i e d  t o  h e l p  h e r  b u t  d idn ' t  s e em to  r ea l i z e  t ha t  he r  

h i t t i ng  t he  bo t t l e  wasn ' t  h e lp ing  he r  a t  a l l .   She  t hen ,  o r  I ,  o r  bo th  o f  

u s ,  go t  ang ry  and  she  c l a imed  t o  have  s l ep t  beh ind  my  back  wh i l e  she  

w a s  a w a y  i n  C r e t e  a n d  t h a t  i t  w a s  f a u l t  s h e  w a s  i n  t h i s  s t a t e .   I  t h en  

l o s t  i t  and  s t a r t ed  f i gh t i ng  w i th  he r ,  no t  even  d runk .   La t e r  on  I  was  

d runk  when  I  j o ined  bo th  o f  t hem in  t he  Campbe l l  and  we  had  o the r  

f i gh t s  w hen  w e  w en t  back  t o  he r  f l a t ,  Bo r s a l i nec  s c r eaming  f o r  u s  bo th  

t o  c a lm  down .   I  l e f t  t he  f l a t  be ing  t o ld  by  he r  nex t  doo r  ne ighbo r  t ha t  

he  had  ca l l ed  t he  cops ,  and  I  s a id :  "F ine ! "   I  t hough t  t h i s  t ime  we  we re  

f i n i s hed  a s  a  coup l e .   I  t ook  a  day  o f f  t he  morn ing  a f t e r  and  she  t ex t ed  

me  t o  come  to  he r  f l a t  and  mend  ou r  r e l a t i onsh ip .   Then  t he  f o l l owing  

M o n d a y ,  t h e  l a s t  o n e  o f  Augus t ,  i t  was  a  Bank  Ho l iday  and  I  l e f t  t he  



w o r k p l a c e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  a n g r y  a t  w h a t  I  t h o u g h t  w a s  m y  k i t c h e n  

f ema le  co l l e ague ' s  cons c ious  o r  uncons c ious  man ipu l a t i on  o f  t he  

k i t chen ' s  a tmosphe re  and  t he  subsequen t  pu tdown  o f  T imo thy .   I  j o ined  

J e a n  a t  t he  Wea the r spoon  and  we  d r ank  many  a l e s  and  b i t t e r s .   C l a r a  

and  he r  boy f r i end - now - tu rned - husband  we re  t he r e  t oo  f o r  a  wh i l e .   

Then  i t  was  US  F IRST  d r ink ing  more  bee r s  and  hav ing  a  good  even ing .   

J e a n  e v e n  g a v e  m e  a  c h e q u e  o f  £1 ,000  f o r  me  t o  spend  f o r  she  wan t ed  

t o  p rove  t he  po in t  t ha t  hav ing  money  wou ldn ' t  make  me  happ i e r .   

Ea r l i e r  t ha t  day  I  s aw  a  guy  wa lk ing  two  p ig  bu l l  t e r r i e r  t ype  dogs  and  

I  l i ked  t he  s cene .   On  t he  way  back  t o  he r  f l a t  f r om the  pub ,   I  t o ld  he r  

I  wou ld  l i ke  t o  have  a  dog  l i ke  t ha t .   Th i s  she  r e f u sed  po in tb l ank .   I n  

he r  f l a t  she  was  deba t i ng  w i th  me  t ha t  I  cou ldn ' t  l ook  a f t e r  t he  dog  and  

t ha t  i f  I  had  a  dog ,  she  wou ldn ' t  move  w i th  me ,  f o r  we  had  t he  i dea  o f  

mov ing  back  t oge the r ,  and  I  p ro j ec t ed  t h i s  wou ld  t ake  p l ace  i n  e a r l y  

2006 .   Bu t  upon  hea r i ng  he r  r e f u sa l ,  I  l a shed  a t  he r  and  h i t  he r ,  c a l l i ng  

he r  a  "men ta l l y  i l l  b i t ch" .   The  nex t  doo r  ne ighbo r  hea rd  t he  no i s e  and  

ca l l ed  t he  cops  aga in .   Th i s  t ime  t hey  a r r e s t ed  me  and  I  spen t  t he  n igh t  

i n  one  o f  t he  ce l l s  o f  t he  po l i c e  s t a t i on ,  t e a r i ng  my  c lo the s  apa r t  and  

ye l l i ng  a t  t he  cops .   Bu t  t he  day  a f t e r  was  a  d i f f e r en t  s t o ry .   How cou ld  

I  have  f a l l en  so  l ow?   Wha t  made  t he  even t  s ad  among  o the r  t h ings  i s  

t ha t  she  had  had  an  unde r s t and ing  o f  he r  p sycho logy  ve ry  l a t e ly  a s  a  

r e su l t  o f  he r  p sycho the r apy .    

S o  t h e  d a y  a f t e r  I  l e f t  t h e  s t a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  l o s s  o f  g e n e t i c  s a m p l e s  a n d  

a  c au t i on  f o r  Assau l t  Occas ion ing  Bod i ly  Ha rm.   I  was  d r e s sed  i n  some  

mean  b l ack  ou t f i t  g iven  by  t he  po l i c e .   I  h a l f  l i ed  t o  t he  workp l ace  

s a y i n g  I  h a d  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  a  f i gh t  t ha t  go t  me  s pend ing  t he  n igh t  i n  

a  po l i c e  c e l l .   I  wen t  home  to  change  and  wen t  t o  J ean ' s  f l a t ,  s aw  Jean  

on  t he  bed  and  s a id :  “ S o r r y ! "   She  r ep l i ed ,  f a i r l y  p i s s ed  o f f :  "A r e  you  

r ea l l y?"   The  t en s ion  aba t ed  and  I  was  sou l - s e a r c h i n g  w h i l e  s h e  w a s  

r ecove r ing  a s  be s t  she  cou ld  f rom the  bea t i ng  up .   She  f ound  i t  h a rde r ,  

s h e  t o l d  m e ,  t o  c o p e  w i t h  t h e  a c t u a l  i n s u l t s  t h a n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  h i t s .   

G e r t r u d e  c a m e  l a t e r  a n d  I  c o n f e s s e d  r i g h t  a w a y  w h a t  I  h a d  d o n e .   She  

s a i d  w e  b o t h  n e e d e d  t o  s o r t  o u r s e l v e s  o u t  a n d  t h a t  we  shou ld  s t op  



d r ink ing ,  o the rw i se  ou r  r e l a t i onsh ip  wou ld  b r eak  up .   La t e r  t ha t  day  o r  

t he  day  a f t e r ,  I  phoned  t he  A lcoho l i c  Anonymous  t o  t e l l  t hem wha t  I  

d id  unde r  t he  bee r - agg rava t ed  c i r cums tances .   I  wen t  t o  s ee  a  Ca tho l i c  

p r i e s t  t o  con f e s s  t he  deed  and  I  t hen  a r r anged  w i th  Fa the r  Mike  o f  A l l  

S a i n t s  f o r  a  p r o p e r  c o n f e s s i o n .   I  s t a r t ed  t o  s ee  GIDAS f o r  work ing  ou t  

my  d r ink  p rob l em,  f o r  by  t hen  I  cou ldn ' t  h ide  i t .   I  was  no t  i n  con t ro l ,  

even  when  l im i t i ng  my  d r inks  t o  b i t t e r  and  a l e  and  no th ing  e l s e .   I  

cou ld  be  v io l en t  and  abus ive  when  d runk  and  ang ry ,  and  t he  husband -

bea t i ng - h i s - w i f e  b e h a v i o r  c e r t a i n l y  c o n t r a d i c t e d  t h e  W o m a n ' s  S t u d i e s  

deg ree  I  was  ho ld ing .   Fo r  even  t hough  I  had  h i t  he r  be f o r e  i n  t he  

A u t u m n  o f  2 0 0 3 ,  I  r e g r e t  t o  s a y  I  f e l t  j u s t i f i e d  b e c ause  I  cou ldn ' t  s e e  

any  o the r  way  ou t .   Bu t  he r e  was  some th ing  en t i r e l y  d i f f e r en t ,  a s  wha t  

s h e  w a s  s a y i n g  w a s  r e a s o n a b l e .   I  t h i nk  wha t  t r i gge red  t he  bea t i ng  was  

he r  s ay ing  she  wou ldn ' t  move  w i th  me  i f  I  was  t o  t ake  a  dog .   I  don ' t  

t h ink  i t ' s  t he  ac tua l  p r e f e r ence  o f  he r  keep ing  he r  f l a t  t ha t  s en t  me  

w i l d ,  b u t  t h e  f a c t  o f  y e t ,  a g a i n ,  a  n e w  s e t  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  r e s t r i c t i o n s  

on  me ,  and  pe rhaps  i t  was  f e l t  a s  t he  l a s t  s t r aw ,  bu t  t he  r age  was  

deepe r  and  b igge r ,  maybe  hav ing  been  accumula t ed  ove r  a  pe r i od  o f  

t ime .   Bu t  wha t eve r  t he  r e a sons ,  i t  was  j u s t  unaccep t ab l e  and  now I  had  

t he  b l ack  and  wh i t e  cho i ce  o f  improv ing  and  no t  d r i nk ing ,  o r  

con t i nu ing  d r i nk ing  and  go ing  down  h i l l ,  and  o f  cou r se  con t i nu ing  

d r i nk ing  wou ld  have  mean t  l o s ing  J ean .   Bu t  J ean  was  a l so  s t r ugg l i ng  

w i t h  t h e  d r i n k ,  m o s t l y  v o d k a  i n  h e r  c a s e ,  a n d  h e r  b e h a v i o r  c h a n g e d  

d r ama t i ca l l y  when  she  h i t  t he  bo t t l e ,  l i k e  t he  cheque  o f  £1 ,000  she  

gave  me  ea r l i e r  i n  t he  even ing  I  bea t  he r  up .   Tha t  cheque  was  o f  

cou r se  cance l l ed ,  and  I  cou ldn ' t  come  to  t e rms  w i th  t he  f ac t  t ha t  she  

gave  me  a  cheque  o f  £1 ,000  and  t ha t  I  h i t  h e r  a f t e r ,  end ing  up  i n  a  

po l i c e  c e l l .   So ,  o f  cou r se  I  had  t o  s t op  d r i nk ing .   J e an ,  t he  day  a f t e r  

t he  i nc iden t ,  t o ld  me :  "Now I  won ' t  be  ab l e  t o  f e e l  s a f e  w i th  you . "   She  

s t a r t e d  t o  b e  w o b b l i e r .   The  F r iday  a f t e r  t he  i nc iden t ,  I  h ad  dec ided  t o  

go  t o  a  l oca l  AA mee t i ng  he ld  i n  t he  Quake r  bu i l d ing  ve ry  c lo se  t o  

J e a n ' s  f l a t .   Fo r  some  r ea son ,  she  s a id  she  cou ldn ' t  come  he r s e l f  and  

t ha t  she  wou ld  have  r a the r  me  s t ay ing  i n  t he  f l a t ,  b ecause  she  c ou ldn ' t  

b e  l e f t  a l one .   I  was  adaman t  I  was  gonna  go  t he r e  when  she  somehow 



gave  me  t he  impre s s ion  t o  h i t  he r s e l f  w i t h  t he  ke t t l e  and  swea r  a f t e r  i t  

e i t he r  because  she  mi s sed  t he  h i t  o r  some  o the r  r e a son .   She  had  u sed  

s t r o n g  l a n g u a g e  a s  t h e  k e t t l e  w a s  f i l l ed  w i th  co ld  wa t e r  and  she  hoped  

t o  f i nd  some  bo i l i ng  wa t e r  t o  c a r ry  ou t  t he  s e l f  ha rm .   He r  s c r eaming  

and  s e l f - ha rming  go t  me  pan i cky  a s  I  t hough t  t h e  nex t  doo r  ne ighbo r  

w o u l d  t h i n k  I  w a s  b e a t i n g  h e r  u p  a g a i n .   So  I  j u s t  r an  away  and ,  i n  

S a i n t  J a m e s  C a r  P a r k  t o w a r d s  t h e  f l a t  o f  G e r t r u d e  a n d  h e r  b o y f r i e n d ,  

a l t hough  I  don ' t  know i f  I  was  r ea l l y  wa lk ing  t o  t he i r  p l ace ,  J ean  t ex t ed  

me  begg ing  me  t o  r e tu rn  t o  t he  f l a t .   I  wa lked   back  t o  t he  

accommoda t ion  and  t hen  dec ided  t o  go  t o  t he  Lond i s  t o  buy  some  wh i t e  

w i n e .   Even  t hough  I  was  opposed  t o  t he  i dea  o f  he r  d r i nk ing ,  I  

cou ldn ' t  t h ink  o f  any th ing  e l s e  t ha t  wou ld  ca lm  he r  down .   So  t hen  she  

r e l axed  w i th  some  w ine  wh i l e  I  wen t  t o  t he  AA.   I  r e t u rned  t o  t he  f l a t  

w i t h  s o m e  A A  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  I  p a s s e d  s o m e  o f  i t  t o  J ean .   The  morn ing  

a f t e r  I  wen t  t o  work  and  l a t e r  J ean  l e t  me  know she ' d  been  t aken  aback  

by  t he  AA l i t e r a tu r e  f o r  she  cou ld  r ecogn i ze  he r s e l f  i n  i t ,  i . e .  a s  an  

a l coho l i c  pe r son .      

S o  h e r  d i s c o v e r y  o f  b e i n g  a n  a l c o h o l i c  r e - i nv igo ra t ed  he r  de s i r e  t o  s t op  

d r i nk ing .   I  was  wonde r ing  whe the r  I  was  a  "bo rde r l i ne  a l coho l i c " ,  a s  

de sc r i bed  t o  me  by  my  f r i end  Jones - J o n e s ,  o r  c o m p l e t e l y  a l c o h o l i c .   I n  

any  ca se ,  a l coho l  was  bad  f o r  me ,  a s  demons t r a t ed  by  me  bea t i ng  up  

J e a n  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  t e n s  o f  t r o u b l e s  I  g o t  m y s e l f  i n to  due  t o  t he  d r i nk  

con t ro l l i ng  me ,  l i ke  t he  s abo t age  o f  pa r t i e s  I ' v e  execu t ed ,  e t c .   I n  any  

ca se ,  a t t end ing  t he  AA gave  me  a  new  pe r spec t i ve  on  my  d r ink  

p rob l em.   I t ' s  no t  j u s t  poo r  peop l e  who  become  a l coho l i c .   I t ' s  a l so  

peop l e  f r om a  good  soc i a l  backg round  who  end  up  l o s ing  w i f e ,  k id s ,  

j o b  an d  h o u s es  d u e  t o  t h e i r  a l co h o l i s m .   The re  we re  and  a r e  s t i l l  

enough  s im i l a r i t i e s  t o  pu t  me  i n to  t he  s i de  o f  a l coho l i c s ,  cons ide r i ng  a s  

w e l l  t h a t  m y  d a d  h a d  b e e n  o n e  e x c e p t  t h a t  h e  s t o p p e d  d r i n k i n g  i n  1 9 7 9  

t i l l  h i s  dea th  i n  2004 .   I  t h ink  J ean ' s  a l coho l i sm  i s  s t r onge r  t han  mine  

bu t  i t  doe sn ' t  ma t t e r  a t  t he  end  o f  t he  day  conce rn ing  t he  deg ree s  o f  

a l coho l i sm .   The  f ac t  t ha t  I  have  t o  t h ink  o f  no t  go ing  beyond  a  c e r t a i n  

l eve l  o f  d r i nks  i s  p roo f  o f  a l coho l  con t ro l l i ng  me .   I t  s e ems  hea l t hy  



d r inke r s  know when  t o  s t op ,  i n s t i nc t i ve ly  so  t o  speak  i f  t ha t  may  be  

s a i d .   So  I  r e so lved  t o  s t op  d r i nk ing  a l t oge the r  i n  m id - O c t o b e r  2 0 0 5 ,  

hop ing  t ha t  wha t  I  t r u ly  a sp i r ed  t o  expe r i ence  wou ld  come  t r ue ,  and  t o  

an  ex t en t  t ha t  ha s  been  t he  ca se .   Ou r  r e l a t i onsh ip  wa sn ' t  b roken  and  

w a s  g i v e n  a  n e w  v i g o r  b y  u s  c o n f r o n t i n g  o u r  r e s p e c t i v e  a l c o h o l i s m .   

Towards  t he  end  o f  Oc tobe r  2005 ,  a  Sa tu rday  a f t e rnoon ,  a t  t he  

w o r k p l a c e ,  I  w a s  h i t  b y  a n  i n d u s t r i a l  i n j u r y .   I  was  pu l l i ng  t he  t r ay  o f  

d i she s  hav ing  been  j u s t  c l e aned  i n  t he  d i shwashe r  when  a  f l ower  va se  I  

t ook  f rom the  s a id  t r ay  exp loded  i n to  t he  pa lm  o f  my  r i gh t  hand ,  

l e av ing  a  s ca r  s t i l l  v i s i b l e  t o  t h i s  day ,  and  I  cou ld  have  had  my  r i gh t  

hand  unusab l e  f o r  s i x  mon ths  had  t he  cu t  been  deepe r .   The  s econd  i n  

cha rge  o f  Grev i l l  House ,  Hea the r ,  who  was  one  o f  my  f avo r i t e  worke r s  

t he r e —s h e  l e f t  t he  nu r s ing  home  no t  l ong  a f t e r —took  me  t o  hosp i t a l  

and  J ean  came  the r e  l a t e r  on  t o  check  on  me  a f t e r  I  t ex t ed  he r  abou t  t he  

i nc iden t .   I  t ook  a  week  o f f  and  t hen  r e sumed  work  f o r  abou t  a  week  

un t i l  my  GP  adv i s ed  me  t o  be  o f f  s i ck  f o r  a  wh i l e ,  a s  I  was  dep re s sed  

and  appa ren t l y  su f f e r i ng  o f  OCD,  man i f e s t ed  i n  t he  manne r  o f  

compu l s ive ly  do ing  t he  Rosa ry  du r ing  my  work  b r eaks .   J e an  ha s  

r evea l ed  she  a l so  had  OCD,  a s  t o ld  he r  by  he r  p sycho the r ap i s t ,  and  she  

r eckoned  I  had  t he  symp toms  o f  Obses s i v e  C o m p u l s i v e  D i s o r d e r ,  m i n e  

man i f e s t i ng  i n  t he  r e l i g ious  r i t ua l s  and  ea r l i e r  on  i n  my  ch i l dhood ,  and  

he r  man i f e s t i ng  i n  he r  obse s s ion  o f  and  t owards  me ,  a s  we l l  a s  o the r  

cou n t i ng  man ia .   So ,  i n  a  way ,  s ee ing  u s  a s  bo th  su f f e r i ng  f rom 

a l coho l i sm  and  OCD,  a l t hough  i n  d i f f e r en t  deg ree s ,  c emen ted ,  I  t h ink ,  

ou r  r e l a t i onsh ip .   And  now I  was  o f f  work ,  a s  I  was  t hen  ne rvous ly  

exhaus t ed  t o  work  i n  a  k i t chen  I  comp le t e ly  ha t ed ,  a s  Fau l t y  Tower s  i s  

f unny  w hen  i t ' s  on  t he  t e l l y ,  bu t  w hen  i t  happens  nea r ly  eve ryday  i n  

you r  workp l ace ,  i t  c an  become  a  n igh tmare  f o r  some ,  and  i t  was  a  bad  

d r eam to  me ,  excep t  t ha t  t he  d r eam was  r ea l .   We  we re  now in  

N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 5 .   

I  spen t  mos t  n igh t s  o f  t he  r e s t  o f  November  and  Decem ber  2005  a t  he r  

p l ace ,  go ing  t o  m ine  i n  t he  a f t e rnoon  t o  p i ck  up  t he  ma i l ,  do  some  

r ead ings  and  work  on  a  new  t r ans l a t i on  I  s t a r t ed  a round  my  l a s t  f ew  



w o r k i n g  d a y s .   I t  was  a  book  abou t  t he  Goddes s  wh ich  ha s  a  t r an s l a t ed  

t i t l e  o f  TH E  G O D D E S S  O F  T H E  B E G I N N I N G S .   I  now was  f o l l owing  a  

counse lo r  a t  GIDAS and  cou ld  so r t  my  t hough t s  ou t  by  t e l l i ng  h im  a  

f ew  th ings .   We  had  p r e t t y  much  dec ided  t o  move  back  t oge the r  and  

J e a n  f o u n d  a  h o u s e  r o u n d  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  h e r  i n h a b i t a t i o n .   We  wou ld  be  

mov ing  i n  e a r l y  J anua ry  2006 .   We  nea r l y  b roke  up  ove r  t he  ques t i on  

w h e t h e r  I  w a s  g o i n g  t o  r e t u r n  t o  K a l i  o r  n o t  a n d  t h a t ,  i f  I  r e t u r n e d  t o  

H e r ,  I  w o u l d  l o s e  h e r .   I t  was  a  pa in  i n  t he  a r s e  t o  work  t ha t  ou t  and  I  

c an ' t  r emember  wha t  my  r e so lve  w as  bu t  I  de c ided  t o  come  to  he r  p l ace  

l a t e r  i n  t he  even ing  o f  t he  s ame  day  and  t ha t  was  i t .   The  t en s ion  wen t  

down .   Apa r t  f r om th i s  m i shap  and  ano the r ,  t h i s  was  a  r e l a t i ve ly  

en j oyab l e  pe r i od  f o r  bo th  o f  u s  i n  wh ich  she  wou ld  do  he r  yoga  

p r ac t i c e  and  t hen  I  wou ld  t r an s l a t e  on  he r  compu te r  and  ema i l  o the r  

w o r k s  o f  m i n e  o r  t r an s l a t i ons  t o  po t en t i a l  pub l i she r s .   I  was  a l so  

p l ay ing  D r ive r  2  on  a  P l ays t a t i on  1 ,  w h ich  had  been  r ecen t l y  a cqu i r ed  

f rom J acky  Boy .   The  l a s t  ma jo r  m i shap  o f  t ha t  yea r  occu r r ed  one  day  

i n  November  o r  December .   J e an  had  r e tu rned  t o  t he  f l a t  f r om he r  

p sycho the r apy ,  i n  wh ich  she  had  a  t a l k  w i th  he r  counse lo r  abou t  some  

o f  he r  i s sue s ,  and  t hen  she  s t a r t ed  men t ion ing  he r  OCD- obse s s ion  o f  

me ,  and  wha t  happened  i n  l a t e  J anua ry  2004 .   She  s t a r t ed  t o  co l l ap se ,  

ye l l i ng  she  wan t ed  t o  end  up  ou r  r e l a t i onsh ip  wh ich  was  a l so  a  

ma r r i age .   I  don ' t  know how I  managed  o r  she  managed  t o  c a lm  down  

bu t  a t  some  s t age ,  he r  t he r ap i s t  was  on  he r  mob i l e  and  adv i s ed  me  t o  

s t e p  b a c k  a n d  c o m f o r t  w h e n  m o m e n t s  o f  c r i s i s  l i k e  t h a t  wou ld  h i t  he r .   

I  b e l i eve  we  wen t  t o  t he  Campbe l l  pub  a f t e rwa rds .   A t  t ha t  s t age  I  was  

no t  d r i nk ing  a l coho l  anymore ,  bu t  i t  i s  pos s ib l e  J ean  had  a  f ew ,  

a l t hough  I  c an ' t  r e a l l y  r e co l l e c t  whe the r  she  had  a  f ew  o r  no t .   On  t he  

w a y  b a c k  t o  t h e  f l a t ,  I  w a s  s t i l l  p i s s ed  o f f  abou t  t he  c r i s i s  o f  t he  

a f t e rnoon  j u s t  gone  and  abou t  o the r  t h ings  t oo ,  so  he r  and  me ,  we  

s t e p p e d  i n  t h e  f l a t  a n d  I  s a i d  s h e  w a s  l u c k y  I  w a s  n o t  d r u n k ,  a n d  a t  t h a t  

s h e  s a i d  I  w a s  a l w a y s  t h e  s a m e ,  " n e v e r  c o n s i d e r i n g  ( h e r )  s i t u a t i o n  o r  

no t  comf o r t i ng  (he r )  enough"  w hen  s he  w as  hav ing  a  b l i p ,  f o r  t ha t  

c r i s i s  had  been  a  b l i p .   Th ing s  ca lming  down  a  b i t ,  we  we re  i n  bed  and  

s h e  w a s  h a p p y  t e l l i n g  m e  h e r  h e a r t  w a s  u n i q u e l y  i n  l o v e  w i t h  m e ,  b u t  I  



w a s  f r u s t r a t e d  b e c a u s e  I  w a s  c o n v i n c e d  I  w a s  h a v i n g  c o mmun ica t i on  

p rob l ems  w i th  he r ,  due  t o  no t  knowing  how to  a r t i cu l a t e  my  

commun ica t i on  t o  he r ,  a s  I  was  f ea r i ng  upse t t i ng  he r  by  mak ing  myse l f  

m i sunde r s tood .   So  even tua l l y  I  ye l l ed  a  b i t  f e e l i ng  unab l e  t o  exp re s s  

w h a t  I  f e l t  w a s  a  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  p r o b l e m  be twe en  u s .   And  she  s t a r t ed  

s o b b i n g ,  p ro t e s t i ng  how I  cou ld  shou t  a t  he r  when  she  was  r evea l i ng  

he r  i n t ima t e  hea r t  t o  me .   She  wen t  t o  t he  ba th room to  f i n i sh  he r  

s o b b i n g .   I  wen t  a f t e r  he r  and  t r i ed  t o  comf o r t  he r .   I  d i dn ' t  f e e l  t oo  

r i gh t  abou t  i t .   Bu t  on  t he  who le ,  we  had  a  good  r e l a t i ve ly  qu i e t e r  and  

ce r t a i n ly  l ove l i e r  t ime  be tween  u s ,  a s  opposed  t o  t he  l ower  hou r s  o f  

A u g u s t  j u s t  g o n e .   The  i n t imacy  was  sp r i nk l ed  w i th  s ex ,  "T i ck l e ! " ,  

" N o " ,  " I ' m  g o i n g  t o  b e  a  f i s h e r m a n  i n  t h e  I r i s h  S e a ! " ,  " N o !   You ' r e  no t  

a l l owed! " ,  bo th  u s  hav ing  a  ba th  t oge the r ,  r e ad ing  and  massage .   

J a c k y  B o y  w a s  c o m i n g  m o s t  w e e k e n d s  a n d ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  I  s t a r t e d  t o  

be  annoye d  by  h i s  cons t an t  "Mum!   You  a r e  so  beau t i f u l !   I  l ove  you ! "  

N o t  t ha t  I  was  aga in s t  h im  showing  a f f ec t i on  t o  h i s  mum,  e spec i a l l y  

cons ide r i ng  h i s  unwi l l i ng  w i tne s s ing  o f  wha t  t ook  p l ace  w i th  he r  s i nce  

w e  m e t ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  u t t e r e d  e v e r y  t e n  m i n u t e s  o r  s o .   I  may  

a l so  have  t e l epa th i ca l l y  connec t ed ,  on  an  unconsc ious  l eve l ,  w i th  

J e a n ' s  d e s i r e  t o  h a v e  h i m  b a c k .   I t  i s  no t  t ha t  I  was  opposed  t o  t hem 

be ing  back  t oge the r ,  i t ' s  w i th  J ean  chang ing  he r  m ind  t ha t  I  had  t r oub l e  

w i t h .   Fo r  a t  f i r s t ,  s he  t o l d  me  more  t han  j u s t  a  f ew  t imes  t ha t  he r  r o l e  

a s  mo the r  was  ove r ,  so  t o  speak .   And  we  moved  t o  t h i s  house  i n  t h i s  

new  r en t ed  house ,  r ound  t he  co rne r  o f  J ean ' s  f l a t ,  t owa rds  t he  s econd  

ha l f  o f  J anua ry ,  a f t e r  a  n i ce  Ch r i s tmas  and  New Yea r .   Once  we  we re  

more  o r  l e s s  s e t t l ed  w i th  t he  ma in  s t u f f  i n s ide ,  J ean  s t a r t ed  t o  s t ay  i n  

t he  l i v ing  room do ing  no th ing .   And  t hen  she  r e sumed  go ing  t o  t he  

p sych i a t r i c  wa rd  f o r  a t  l e a s t  a  f o r t n igh t .   She  c l a imed  t ha t  t he  s t r e s s  o f  

mov ing  i n to  a  new  p l ace  was  p robab ly  a  b i t  t oo  much ,  and  t hen  she  s a id  

s h e  r e g r e t t e d  h e r  o l d  f l a t  a n d  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  n e w  h o u s e .   And  t ha t ' s  

w h e r e  I  s t a r t e d  b e i n g  a  b i t  anx ious  aga in  a t  t he  p ro spec t  o f  any  

d i s rup t i ng  new  idea  o f  J ean .   And  t hen  on  a  f ew  occas ions ,  she  

t h r ea t ened  me  w i th  ev i c t i on —one  i nvo lv ing  t ha t  J acky  boy  wou ld  have  



t o  move  back  and  t ha t  I  wou ld  have  t o  move  ou t .   And  t hen  she  wou ld  

change  he r  m ind  b u t  i n s i s t i ng  t ha t  I  was  t o  l e ave  my  space  f o r  t u rn ing  

i t  i n to  a  bed room f o r  J acky  Boy ,  wh ich  I  d id  by  mov ing  my  s tu f f  i n  t he  

conse rva to ry  wh ich  I  t u rned  i n to  a  r e ad ing  space ,  and  she  was  so  

p l ea sed  she  bough t  a  book  on  f a i r i e s .   I  d i d  ag r ee  f o r  J acky  Boy  to  

move  back  bu t  p rov ided  we  we re  go ing  t o  t ake  t h ings  one  a t  a  t ime .   So  

t o  s t a r t  w i th ,  he  was  go ing  t o  move  back  i n  Ju ly ,  and  t hen  i t  was  i n  

Eas t e r .   Bu t  Ge r t rude ,  a s  f a r  a s  I  r e ca l l ,  and  I  we re  adv i s i ng  J ean  no t  t o  

r u sh  i n to  t h ings .   And  t hen  t he r e  was  t he  occa s iona l  d r i nk  and  bou t  o f  

d runkennes s ,  no t  a s  bad  a s  2004 ,  bu t  s t i l l  b ad  f o r  me  due  t o  p r ec i s e ly  

r emember ing  t oo  we l l  wha t  t ook  p l ace  i n  2004 .   So ,  I  t o ld  J ean  t ha t  she  

w o u l d  h a v e  n o w  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  s o r t  h e r s e l f  o u t  a n d  n o t  t o  d r i n k .   

The  p syc ho the r apy  was  on  i t s  way  ou t  and  I  t hough t  J ean  wou ld  work  

ha rd  on  he r s e l f .   Then ,  some t imes  i n  May  2006 ,  J ean  wen t  back  t o  t he  

p sych i a t r i c  wa rd  f o r  a  f ew  hou r s .   I n  t he  ca r  d r i ven  by  he r  younges t  

s i s t e r  t o  t h e  w a r d ,  s h e  a c c u s e d  m e  a n d  h e r  d a u g h t e r  t o  t e l epa th i ca l l y  

con t ro l  he r ,  o r  some th ing  o f  t he  s ame  l ud i c rous  o rde r .   I n s ide  t he  ca r ,  I  

y e l l ed  t o  be  d ropped  o f f .   I  wen t  t o  s ee  C la r a  and  he r  boy f r i end  

moan ing  abou t  t he  t u rn  o f  t he  domes t i c  s i t ua t i on ;  t hey  t hen  men t ioned  

t hey  we re  go ing  t o  r ave  pa r t i e s  and  t ha t  I  p robab ly  cou ld  f i nd  ec s t a sy  

ea s i l y  enough  t he r e ,  f o r  I  wan t ed  some th ing  o f  t he  k ind  t o  r e f r e sh  my  

v ibe s  so  t o  speak .   Then  J ean  phoned  f rom the  wa rd  on  my  mob i l e  

begg ing  me  t o  t ake  he r  back  home .   I  wen t  t he r e  and  l e a rned  t ha t  she  

had  t r a shed  he r  a s s i g n e d  r o o m .   Somehow,  t he  s t a f f  ag r eed  t o  l e t  he r  

back  t o  he r  a ccomm oda t i on .   Then  J ean  was  c ry i ng  wh i l e  we  wa i t ed  f o r  

t he  t ax i  a t  t he  en t r ance  o f  t he  wa rd .   Back  i n  t he  house ,  I  d idn ' t  h i de  

my  annoyed  f ee l i ngs ,  and  she  s a id  she  was  so r ry  and  cou ldn ' t  h e l p  

he r s e l f .   Then  I  t r i ed  t o  l e t  he r  know tha t  C l a r a  and  he r  boy f r i end . . .    

S o r r y  I  w a s  f o r g e t t i n g  t h e y  g o t  m a r r i e d  t h e  p r e v i o u s  A u g u s t .   So  I  s a id  

t o  J ean  C la r a  and  he r  husband  t o ld  me  t hey  we re  go ing  t o  r ave  pa r t i e s  

and  I  was  i n t e r e s t ed  t o  go  t he r e  now an d  aga in  w i th  t hem.   Bu t  J ean  

w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  a n y  o f  i t  a n d  p o i n t  b l a n k  r e f u s e d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  m a t t e r  

f u r t he r .   I  was  ge t t i ng  f ru s t r a t ed  o f  hav ing  any  b i t  o f  f r e edom l e f t  

t h r ea t ened  wh i l e  be ing  sub j uga t ed  t o  he r  d r a s t i c  mood  sw ings  and  



changes  o f  m ind ,  a s  I  am  a  pe r son  who  needs  a  s t ab l e  env i ronmen t .   

A n d  I  l o s t  i t  a g a i n  d u e  t o  a n g e r  a n d  h i t  h e r ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  a s  b a d  a s  t h e  

l a s t  t ime  i n  Augus t  2005 ,  and  she  a l so  h i t  back  bu t ,  t o  t he  ho r ro r  o f  

f emin i s t s ,  I  f e l t  t h i s  t ime  j u s t i f i ed  a s  t he  conve r s a t i on  op t i on  w as  

r e f u sed  f rom the  s t a r t ,  n eve r  m ind  t he  menace  o f  ev i c t i on ,  aga in ,  

s u g g e s t e d  e a r l i e r  o n  b y  J e a n  o n  h e r  w a y  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .   And  so  t he  

morn ing  a f t e r  she  s a id  I  cou ld  no t  s t ay  i n  t he  house  a s  I  h i t  he r ,  neve r  

m ind  t he  emo t iona l  t r i bu l a t i on  she  pu t  me  t h rou gh  i n  a  s i ng l e  

a f t e rnoon .   So  t hen  I  was  r e luc t an t l y  bu t  no t  t ha t  unwi l l i ng ly  r e s ign ing  

t o  t he  i dea  o f  mov ing  ou t  o f  J ean ' s  l i f e ,  once  and  f o r  a l l .   I  wen t  ou t  

f o r  a  w h i l e  a s  I  had  t o  b r ea th  f r e s h  a i r ,  s o  annoyed  w as  I  w i th  he r .   

Re tu rn ing  t o  t he  house  l a t e r  i n  t he  a f t e rnoon ,  she  a sked  f o r  a  hug  and  

no t  t o  h i t  he r  aga in .   Wh ich  was  f i ne  w i th  me .   I  j u s t  wan t ed  he r  t o  be  

more  cons i s t en t  i n  he r  moods ,  w i shes  and  a t t i t ude .   Su re ,  t he  v io l ence  

w a s  r e g r e t t a b l e ,  e n c o u r a g i n g  m e  t o  u n d e r t a k e  a  c o u r s e  i n  a n g e r  

manag emen t ,  wh ich  I  s t i l l  h aven ' t  t aken .   

O n  a  m o r e  p o s i t i v e  n o t e ,  b o t h  J e a n  a n d  I  w e n t  t o  s e e  H a r r y  p e r f o r m i n g  

i n  t he  G louces t e r - ba sed  Gu i ldha l l  Ar t s  Cen t e r .   He  p l ayed  t he r e  tw ice ,  

s u p p o r t i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  b l u e s  b a n d s .   On  one  occa s ion ,  t he  mayo r  was  

t he r e  t o o .   So  he r e  we  have  ou r  15  yea r  o ld  p l ay ing  b lue s  c l a s s i c s  and  

h i s  own  compos i t i ons  on  h i s  own ,  w i th  on ly  h i s  vo i ce  and  h i s  gu i t a r ,  

s u p p o r t i n g  b l u e s  b a n ds  composed  o f  peop l e  i n  t he i r  f i f t i e s .   And  

H a r r y ' s  t a l e n t  w o n  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  e v e r y o n e .   So  bo th  J ean  and  I  we re  

p l ea sed  f o r  h im .   Ha r ry  go t  a l so  i n t e rv i ewed  and  r ev i ewed  by  t he  l oca l  

Che l t enham newspape r .   Ge r t rude  go t  he r  d r i v ing  l i c ense  and  cou ld  

now d r ive  t he  ca r  he r  mum had  g iven  he r  l a s t  yea r ,  a s  J ean  f e l t  she  

cou ld  no t  go  on  d r i v ing  any  more .   

S o  J a c k y  Boy  moved  back  i n  Eas t e r  2006 ,  and  we  a l l  s t a r t ed  t o  

a cc l ima t i ze  ou r se lve s  t o  t he  new  c i r cums tances .   Some  f ami ly  l i f e  

no rma l i t y  was  r e - e s t ab l i shed .   We  spend  qu i t e  a  f ew  even ings  t oge the r ,  

w a t c h i n g  E a s t  E n d e r s ,  D o c t o r  W h o  a n d  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l .   J ohnny  f rom 

N e w p o r t  w a s  n o w  a  g o o d  m a t e  o f  J a c k y  B o y  a n d  w a s  n o w  c o m i n g  t o  s e e  

J e a n ' s  y o u n g e s t  i n  C h e l t e n h a m  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e .   I  was  p l ea sed  w i th  



t h i s  deve lopmen t  i n  J acky  Boy ' s  l i f e ,  a s  be ing  f r i end s  w i th  Johnny  

cou ld  be  g r ea t  good  i n  a  so r t  o f  educa t i ona l  way .   Af t e r  a l l  Johnny  ha s  

go t  a  deg ree  and  a  mas t e r  i n  Eng l i sh  L i t e r a tu r e  o r  Poe t ry  o r  some th ing  

o f  t he  l i ke .   Now and  aga in ,  J acky  Boy  was  go ing  t o  Newpor t ,  

s o m e t i m es  w i th  me ,  some t imes  on  h i s  own .   Wha t  t he  bo th  o f  t hem a l so  

s h a r e d  w a s  a  p a s s i o n  f o r  D o c t o r  W h o .   Johnny ,  J ean  and  I  had  s t a r t ed  

w a t c h i n g  t h e  n e w  D o c t o r  Who  and  t ha t  cons t i t u t ed  t o  me  some  o f  t he  

good  momen t s  o f  2005 .   Dan i e l ,  f o rmer  d i r ec to r  o f  t he  s t ag ing  o f  THE 

K I N G  I N  Y E L L O W ,  c a m e  o n c e  o r  t w i c e  a n d  J a c k y  B o y  w a s  h a p p y  t o  

have  h im  p l ay ing  t he  boa rd  game  JUNTA wi th  h im ,  Bo r sa l i nec  and  

N i c h o l a s  P a p a f l o v s k y ,  a b o u t  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t a l  

t r i bu l a t i ons  o f  a  banana  r epub l i c ,  and  J acky  Boy  was  g l ad  when  he  was  

e l ec t ed  p r e s iden t .   I  was  r ead ing  a  l o t  o f  A ldous  Hux ley  wh i l e  do ing  

massages  t o  J ean ,  a s  I  wan t ed  ou r  l i t e r a ry  cu l t u r e  t o  be  enhanced .   I  

w a s  f i n d i n g  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  m y  s p i r i t u a l  n i c h e  w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t a r i a n  

Church .   Ge r t rude  was  o f t en  coming  t o  he lp  he r  mum wi th  t he  c l e an ing  

and  ca r i ng  f o r  he r  t oo .   I  con t ended  myse l f  w i th  wash ing  up  and  t he  

occa s iona l  wash ing  o f  c l o the s .   I n  any  ca se ,  J ean  had  dec r eed  t ha t  t he  

k i t chen  was  he r  queendom.   Bu t  i n  sp i t e  o f  a  c e r t a i n  no rma lcy  wh ich  

w e  a l l  n e e d e d ,  J e a n  h a d  a  f e w  b l i p s  a n d  d r i n k i n g  b o u t s ,  w h i c h  i n  m y  

op in ion  and  t he  t hough t  o f  some ,  she  cou ld  no t  a f f o rd  i f  she  wan t ed  t o  

keep  J acky  Boy .   I  was  no t  p r epa red  t o  r e t u rn  t o  a  2004 - type  home  

s i t u a t i o n .   On  t he  pos i t i ve  s i de ,  bo th  J ean  and  I  h ad  r e sumed  ou r  

i nvo lvemen t  i n  t he  P l ay  House  and  we  bo th  appea red  i n  t he  

pe r f o rmance  o f  ALA RMS AND EXCURSIONS du r ing  t he  Summer  o f  

2006 ,  a l t hough  he r  pa r t  was  f a r  more  subs t an t i a l  t han  mine .   Thanks  t o  

J e a n ,  I  g o t  a  p l a c e  i n  t h e  p a n t o m i m e  t h a t  w a s  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  D e c e m b e r  

o f  t he  s ame  yea r .   I n  Augus t  2006 ,  J ean ,  J acky  Boy ,  Ha r ry  and  h i s  dad  

w e n t  t o  C r e t e  a g a i n  f o r  h o l i d a y ,  and  I  wen t  t o  B r i t t any  f o r  t he  s ame  

pu rpose ,  he lped  by  J ean ' s  money  i t  mus t  be  s a id .   P r e t t y  much  r i gh t  

be f o r e  t he i r  depa r tu r e  t o  C re t e ,  Ha r ry  r e tu rned  t o  l i ve  w i th  h i s  mum 

and  now we  had  t o  f i nd  a  new  house .   The  e s t a t e  agen t  he lped  u s  i n  

book ing  a  house  f o r  u s  t o  move  i n to  i n  e a r l y  Sep t embe r  2006 .   I  was  

g l ad  t o  spend  a  l onge r  t ime  i n  B r i t t any  t o  s ee  a  f ew  o f  my  ma te s  I  



d idn ' t  s e e  i n  yea r s .   My  mum was  s t i l l  t h e  s ame  i n  he r  s t agnan t  

dep re s s ion .   A t  l e a s t  she  was  no t  ge t t i ng  f u r t he r  be low  bu t  she  was  

un f o r tuna t e ly  no t  ge t t i ng  be t t e r  s i nce  t he  pa s s ing  away  o f  my  dad .   

J e a n  s a i d  s h e  h a d  a  g o o d  t i m e ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  w a s  n o t  a s  f a n t a s t i c  a s  t h e  

f i r s t  t ime  t hey  w en t  t o  C re t e ,  and  s he  mi s s ed  t he  mee t i ngs  a t  A lcoho l i c  

A n o n y m o u s .   Bu t  t h ings  s t a r t ed  t o  c r a sh  down  aga in  when  I  r e t u rned  

f rom Br i t t any .   F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  s he  f ound  ou t  I  had  been  v i s i t i ng  D ikka  one  

day  wh i l e  she  was  away ,  f o r  I  had  l e f t  t he  Che l t enham- Ca ld i co t  pe r i od  

r e tu rn  t r a i n  t i cke t  t ha t ,  a s  she  r e tu rned  home  f rom ho l i day  be f o r e  me ,  

s h e  f o u n d  l y i n g  s o m e w h ere  and ,  i n s t an t l y ,  he r  OCD cen t e r ed  on  me  

hav ing  a f f a i r s  beh ind  he r  back  r e sumed .   I  was  exaspe ra t ed  t o  be  

doub t ed  aga in  j u s t  because  I  wen t  t o  s ee  an  o ld  f ema le  pa l  o f  m ine  I ' v e  

been  knowing  f o r  7  yea r s  be f o r e  mee t i ng  J ean .   Then  2  o r  3  days  a f t e r  

my  r e tu rn ,  we  we re  r e tu rn ing  home  f rom an  A lcoho l i c  Anonymous  

mee t i ng ,  i n  t he  l a s t  week  o f  Augus t ,  I  t o ld  he r  I  was  t h ink ing  o f  

r e suming  na tu r i sm ,  wh ich  I  had  done  a  f ew  t imes  back  i n  1994  and  

2000 .   Upon  hea r i ng  t h i s  i dea ,  J ean  dec ided  she  cou ld  no t  l i ve  w i th  me  

and  t ha t  I  wou ld  have  t o  f i nd  a  p l ace  t o  s t ay .   Tha t  was  t he  c r a sh ing  

down .  The  day  a f t e r ,  I  was  f uming .   I  h ad  an  appo in tmen t  w i th  WTCS,  

s o m e  s o r t  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  h e l p i n g  p e o p l e  g e t  b a c k  t o  w o r k .   I  h ad  t o  

exp l a in  wha t  had  happened  t o  t he  s t a f f  o f  WTCS.   I  wen t  i n  t he  

a f t e rnoon  t o  t he  e s t a t e  agen t  t e l l i ng  h im  o f  t he  deve lopmen t  o f  my  

f ami ly .   So  I  was  ca s t  ou t  because  I  wan t ed  t o  do  some  na tu r i sm ,  n i ce  

one !   Then  t he  day  a f t e r ,  t h e  e s t a t e  agen t  f ound  me  a  f l a t  i n  Tom P r i ce  

C lose ,  p r e t t y  much  a round  t he  co rne r  o f  t he  99  Fa i rv i ew  Road  we  w e r e  

due  t o  l e a ve  t he  mor row  a f t e r .   I  c a lmed  down  and  J ean  and  I  go t  a  new  

unde r s t and ing  o f  ou r  r e l a t i onsh ip ,  wh ich  now wou ld  no t  be  an  

exc lu s ive  "Us  F i r s t " !   I nc iden t a l l y ,  t he  new  house  J ean  and  he r  k id s  

w e r e  m o v i n g  t o  w a s  p r e t t y  m u c h  r o u n d  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  f l a t  I  u s e d  t o  

l i ve  i n  a f t e r  t he  Soc i a l  Se rv i ce s  compe l l ed  me  t o  l e ave  J ean ' s  f o rmer  

house  i n  t he  Summer  o f  2004 .   So  he r e  was  I  w i th  a  c e r t a i n  f r e edom 

a l l owed  t o  s i ng l e  peop l e ,  and  so  J ean  was  r e s to r ed  t o  he r  s i ng l e  pe r son  

f r eedom.   Good  t h ings  happen ed  t o  me ,  l i ke  pe r f o r ming  t h r ee  t imes  

w i t h  t he  N e w p o r t - ba sed  expe r imen t a l  r ock  band  BOSCH in . . .  Newpor t .   



I  c a r r i ed  on  w i th  t he  r ehea r s a l  o f  t he  pan tomime  s chedu l ed  t o  be  

pe r f o rmed  i n  December .   J e an  had  a  t ime  i n  wh ich  s h e  w a s  o n  h i g h ,  b u t  

t hen  she  s t a r t ed  t o  de t e r i o r a t e ,  d r i nk ing  more  o f t en .   Ha r ry  d idn ' t  f e e l  

comf o r t ab l e  and  aga in  moved  back  t o  h i s  f o s t e r  mum.   I  was  coming  

eve ry  F r iday  t o  s ee  J ean ,  spend ing  pa r t  t ime  l ove r  momen t s  w i th  he r .   

J e a n  h a d  s e x  w i t h  B o r s a l i nec ,  when  bo th  o f  t hem were  d runk ,  and  she  

f o r ced  t he  s i t ua t i on  upon  h im  and  s he  w as  d i s t r e s s ed  a f t e r ,  t ex t i ng  me  a  

r eques t  t o  f o rg ive  h e r .   I  was  more  amused  t han  any th ing  e l s e  t hough  i t  

mus t  have  been  l aughab l e  f o r  J ean ,  even  t hough  she  i n i t i a t ed  t he  

s i t ua t i on  f rom A  to  Z  so  t o  speak .   She  had  a l so  i n  Oc tobe r  o r  

N o v e m b e r  a  s h o r t - l i ved  a f f a i r  w i th  Pau lo ,  a  men t a l  pa t i en t  she  me t  

back  i n  he r  2004  vo lun t a ry  i n t e rnmen t  i n  t he  p sych i a t r i c  wa rd .   I  was  

no t  j e a lous .   I  j u s t  wan t ed  he r  t o  make  t he  r i gh t  cho i ce  i n  t e rms  o f  

pa r t ne r ,  a  t h ing  she  was  no t  ab l e  t o  do  when  she  was  hav ing  a  b l i p  a s ,  

on  one  occa s ion ,  she  had  me t  w i th  t h i s  f i f t i e s - s o m e t h i n g  g u y ,  a n d  I  m e t  

t he  pa i r  o f  t hem in  t he  H igh  S t r ee t .   He  was  go ing  t o  a ccompany  he r  t o  

he r  d oc to r ,  a s  J ean  was  uncon t ro l l ab l e  i n  he r  mood  pa s s ing ,  sw ing ing  

f rom g igg l i ng  t o  s obb ing .   I  h ad  some  dea l  t o  c a r ry  ou t  a t  t he  bank  bu t ,  

r i gh t  a f t e r  t hose  f o rma l i t i e s ,  I  r u shed  t o  t he  su rge ry  a s  I  d idn ' t  f e e l  t oo  

r i gh t  abou t  t he  guy .   He  was  r i ch  and  t u rned  ou t  t o  be  qu i t e  a  pe rve r t .   

I  a ccompan ied  J ean  t o  he r  new  and  n i ce  house  and  t he  guy  wa lked  o f f .   

S h e  a l s o  h a d  a n  i n f a t u a t i o n  f o r  a  w o m a n  w h o  had  go t t en  bea t en  up  by  

he r  b oy f r i end  a f t e r  he r  and  J ean  had  an  even ing  ou t .    

Bu t  i n  November ,  my  be loved  f e l l  f u r t he r  down  in  t e rms  o f  men t a l  

hea l t h .   I  cou ld  s ee  she  was  p r e t t y  bad  and  I  r emember  my  f ee l i ngs  o f  

l ove  t owards  he r  a s  I  was  de sc r i b ing  he r  cond i t i on  t o  a  new  

acqua in t ance  o f  m ine ;  and  t hen ,  a t  t u rn  o f  t he  mon th ,  j u s t  be f o r e  

D e c e m b e r ,  s h e  d e c i d e d  t o  k i c k  m e  o u t  o f  h e r  l i f e ,  p r e t t y  much  a  week  

a f t e r  she  begged  me  no t  t o  d rop  he r  because  o f  he r  dep re s s ion .   I  was  

f u r i ous  f o r  a  w ho le  f o r t n igh t ;  I  even  t h r ew  w edd ing  and  hand f a s t i ng  

r i ngs  down  the  t o i l e t s .   My  m ood  was  f uming  bu t  s t i l l  I  c a r r i ed  on  w i th  

t he  pe r f o rmance  o f  t he  pan tomime ,  i n  wh ich  I  p l ayed  a  p sycho t i c  and  

cann iba l  pa tho log i s t ,  a  r o l e  t ha t  su i t ed  me .   Some  t a ro t  c a rd s  done  f o r  



me he lped  me  t o  unde r s t and  I  had  t o  g ive  up  t he  ha t r ed  and  r e sen tmen t  

aga in s t  J ean .   I  was  ab l e  t o  s ee  J ean  and  t he  k id s  be f o r e  go ing  t o  

N e w p o r t  f o r  Ch r i s tmas  2006 .   She  t o ld  me  she  was  t oo  cen t e r ed  a round  

me ,  t ha t  she  d id  t he  ALARMS AND EXCURSIONS to  impre s s  me ,  t ha t  

he r  l i f e  ough t  t o  be  cen t e r ed  a round  he r .   I  a ccep t ed  t he  new  t e rms  o f  

ou r  r e l a t i onsh ip .   I n  t he  pe r i od  o f  Ch r i s tmas  and  t he  New Yea r ,  I  go t  

s o m e  o f  t h e  n u m b e r s  I  p l a y  r e c o r d e d  o n  C D  i n  N e w p o r t  w h i c h  w a s ,  t o  

me ,  a  n i ce  ach i evemen t  even  t hough  I  l o s t  t he  pe r cus s ion  bea t  a  f ew  

t imes  bu t  neve r  m ind .   J e an  on  New Yea r ' s  day  wen t  t o  S t  Mary  

Church ,  f e l t  a t  peace  t he r e  and  s t a r t ed  becoming  a  p r ac t i c i ng  Chr i s t i an ,  

s t o p p i n g  h i t t i n g  t h e  b o t t l e  a n d  t h e  w e e d  a n d  t h e  f a g .   He r  wr i t i ng  

r e sumed  a s  she  comple t ed  he r  f i r s t  a s s i gnmen t  f o r  t he  Open  Un ive r s i t y  

ahead  o f  t he  dead l i ne .   I  h ad  two  f u r t he r  CDs  done  and  s t a r t ed  t o  

deve lop  an  i n t e r e s t  t owards  J ewi sh  mys t i c i sm .   I ' m  aga in  a  s o r t  o f  p a r t -

t ime  l ove r  w i th  J ean  and  he r s e l f ,  and  even  t hough  she  t h r ew  a s  we l l  he r  

own  wedd ing  and  hand f a s t i ng  r i ngs  away ,  she  cons ide r s  me  t o  be  he r  

on ly  l ove .   I  know I  l ove  he r  a s  I  was  d i s t r e s s ed  enough  by  he r  

de t e r i o r a t i on  p r i o r  t o  December  2006 .   I ' m  g l ad  she ' s  on  be t t e r  t r a cks .   

N o w ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  f o u r  y e a r s ,  s h e  h a s  h e r  t h r e e  k i d s  w i t h  h e r  

unde r  t he  s ame  roo f  a s  Ge r t rude  l e f t  he r  f l a t  and  Ha r ry  had  t o  move  

back  w i th  h i s  mum,  ev i c t ed  by  h i s  f o s t e r  mum who  was  appa ren t l y  

j e a lo u s  o f  H a r r y  co n t i n u in g  t o  s ee  h i s  b io lo g i ca l  mu m.   So  i t  s e ems  US  

F I R S T  c o n t i n u e s .   God  pu t  u s  t he r e  t oge the r  f o r  a  r e a son .   And  I  cou ld  

go  on  and  on ,  men t i on ing  t he  t h ings  she  b rough t  t o  me  l i ke  Tony  

H a n c o c k ,  M i c h a e l  C a i n e ,  B e n  H e l t o n  a n d  a  r e n ew e d  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  d u b  

and  r eggae  among  o the r  t h ings .   She  ha s  mos t l y  cha l l enged  some  o f  my  

a s sumpt ions  and  compe l l ed  me  t o  ma tu re ,  no t  men t ion ing  t he  e ro t i c  

expe r i ence  I  was  l a ck ing .   Bu t  t he  mos t  impor t an t  t h ings  she  b rough t  

me  was  t he  l ove ,  pu re  and  s i mp le ,  a s  exp re s sed  i n  t h i s  l ove  ca rd  she  

gave  me  i n  2006 ,  w i th  a  poem o f  Lo r i  Lange r  en t i t l ed  "Why  I  Fe l l  i n  

Love  w i th  You"  (1 ) :   

" I  f e l l  i n  l o v e  w i t h  y o u  F o r  e v e r y t h i n g  y o u  s a y  A n d  t h e  w a y  y o u  s a y  

i t  Tha t  a l l ows  me  t o  be l i eve  Y o u  c a r e  v e r y  d e e p l y  f o r  m e ,  U n d e r s t a n d  



me,  A n d  r e s p e c t  m e .  I  f e l l  i n  l ove  w i th  you  F o r  e v e r y t h i n g  y o u  d o  A n d  

t he  way  you  do  i t  -  The  way  you  he lp  me .  The  way  you  t ouch  me .  A n d  

t he  way  you  sha r e  w i th  me .  Y o u  l e t  m e  i n t o  y o u r  h e a r t  Where  you  ho ld  

you r  deepes t  s ec r e t s  A n d  y o u r  d e e p e s t  f e e l i ngs .  I  f e l l  i n  l ove  w i th  

you  Because  you  made  me  smi l e  F r o m  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  m o m e n t  I  me t  

you ,  A n d  y o u ' v e  n e v e r  c a u s e d  Tha t  smi l e  t o  d i s appea r .  M o s t  o f  a l l ,  I  

f e l l  i n  l ove  w i th  you  Because  t he  f i r s t  t ime  I  l ooked  i n to  you r  eye s ,  I  

f ound  t he  l ove  I  had  d r eamed  o f  f i nd ing  A l l  m y  l i f e . "   

A m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  I  d i d  m a n a g e  t o  r e i m b u r s e  h e r  a  b i t ,  f r o m  M a r c h  t o  

A u g u s t  2 0 0 5  a n d  e a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r  o f  2 0 0 7 ,  b u t  I  r e c k o n  I  s t i l l  o w e  m o r e  

money .   As  t o  wha t  I  b rough t  t o  he r ,  i t ' s  up  t o  he r  t o  wr i t e  he r  own  

ve r s ion  o f  U S  F I R S T .  J M  A V R I L  w i t h  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  J o ,  S y l v i a  

and  Lau ra  SALMON   

(1 )  B lue  Moun ta in  Ar t s ,  Bou lde r ,  Co lo r ado ,  no  da t e  i s  i nd i ca t ed .   

  	
  

	
  


