
U S  F I R S T :  T H E  C H R O N I C L E  O F  A  L O V E  S T O R Y ,  Par t  1 ,  b y  

J ean -Ma r i e  Av r i l     

"The  Chron i c l e  o f  a  Love  S to ry"  i s  s e t  i n  c o n t e m p o r a r y  E n g l a n d ,  

amids t  t he  eve ryday  t raged i e s  and  comica l  b i t s  o f  two  peop l e  

s t r u g g l i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  o d d s  o f  a  h o s t i l e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  t h e i r  o w n  

b lunder s  and  t r i a l s ,  t h e i r  p sycho log i ca l  up  and  downs  and  t he i r  

s e a r c h  f o r  h e a l i n g .   A  s t o ry  o f  bo th  hope  and  de spa i r . . .  and  

m i r a c l e !   

  

I  me t  he r  f i r s t  a t  t he  P l ayhouse  Thea t r e  i n  Che l t enham,  Eng l and .   I  

w a s  p a r t  o f  a  s m a l l  a m a t e u r  t h e a t r e  g r o u p  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  

expe r imen ta l  pe r f o rmances .   I  h ad  f i n i shed  t he  s ame  yea r  my  deg ree  

i n  Women ' s  S tud i e s  and  Re l i g ious  S tud i e s ,  was  work ing  i n  t he  

WHSmi th  s t o r e room and  my  bes t  ma t e  was  an  eccen t r i c  a r t i s t  f r om 

Br i t t any ,  Cy r i l  Bo r sa l i nec ,  l i v ing  w i th  me  i n  my  f l a t  wa i t i ng  t o  ge t  

h i s  own  accommoda t i on  t h rough ;  he  had  j u s t  moved  f rom London  t o  

Che l t enham in  Ju ly  2002  a f t e r  l i v ing  10  yea r s  i n  Hackney .   My  name  

i s  Yann  Va r i  Eb re l  and  I ' m  f rom Nan te s ,  B r i t t any ,  bo rn  i n  1967  and  

I  moved  t o  London  i n  l a t e  June  1991 ,  squa t t i ng  i n  2 ,  Hackney  Road  

f o r  11  mon ths  be f o re  mov ing  t o  N ew por t  i n  M ay  1992 .   I  moved  t o  

Che l t enham in  Sep t embe r  1999  t o  commence  my  deg ree  a f t e r  

comp le t i ng  my  Acces s  t o  Soc i a l  S c i ences  ce r t i f i c a t e ;  and  I  won ' t  

p r e sen t  myse l f  f u r t he r  a s  i t  wou ld  t ake  u s  away  f rom the  ma in  t op i c  

o f  t h i s  wr i t i ng ,  wh ich  i s  my  r e l a t i onsh ip  w i th  J ean  Ke l l y .   We l l  

yeah  f rom the  s t a r t ,  t h a t ' s  wha t  i t ' s  go ing  t o  be :  ano the r  p i ece  on  

r e l a t i onsh ip ,  bu t  I  be l i eve  t h i s  one  i s  spec i a l  because  I ' m  i nvo lved .   

S o  I  m e t  h e r  t h a t  o n e  e v e n i n g  w e  h a d  t o  d o  s o m e  p e r f o r m a n c e  

w o r k s h o p .   My  be ing  pa r t  o f  t h i s  g roup  was  some th ing  t o  do ,  a  b i t  

o f  soc i a l i z i ng  and  hop ing  t o  ge t  t he  oppo r tun i t y  t o  mee t  someone  o f  

t he  f a i r  s ex  f o r  e i t he r  s ex ,  an  a f f a i r ,  a  r e l a t i onsh ip  o r  t he  who le  



b loody  l o t .   We  we re  some t ime  i n  t he  Au tumn .   So  I  s aw  he r  and  she  

had  t h i s  l ong  da rk  b lue  coa t .   She  appea red  s t e rn  t o  s t a r t  w i th  and  I  

t hough t  she  was  some  k ind  o f  soc i a l  worke r ,  f emin i s t  and /o r  

po l i t i c a l l y  co r r ec t .   We l l ,  I  wasn ' t  t oo  f a r  o f f  a s  she  was  work ing  i n  

a  c a f é  kep t  by  Sa in t  Thomas ,  some  Ang l i can  o rgan i za t i on  l ook ing  

a f t e r  l e a rn ing  d i s ab i l i t y  f e l l ows ,  and  she  was  p r epa r ing  s andwiches  

and  co f f ee ,  a s  i t  was  a  c a f é .   She  a l so  t augh t  t he  Down  synd rome  

peop l e  t e ach ing  sk i l l s  and  d id  c r a f t  workshops  w i th  t hem.   By  t he  

w a y ,  t h e y  w e r e n ' t  a l l  D o w n  s y n d r o m e  b u t  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  s i m p l i f i e d  

w r i t i ng ,  I ' l l  p robab ly  u se  t ha t  exp re s s ion ,  f o r  l e a rn ing  d i s ab i l i t y  

guys  i s  a  b i t  l ong  t o  u se .  S o  s h e  w a s  t h e r e  i n  o u r  g r o u p  a s  a  n e w  

member  r ec ru i t ed  by  one  o f  t he  o the r  member s ,  N icho l a s  

P a p a f l o v s k y .   H i s  su rname  i nd i ca t ed  some  Po l i sh  o r i g in s .   So  I ' m  

no t  su r e  now wha t  t he  workshop  was  t hen  abou t  bu t  i t  g ave  me  t he  

excuse  t o  do  a  s i l l y  pe r f o rmance ,  wh ich  was  t o  p roduce  an ima l  

no i s e s  impe r sona t i ng  some  k ind  o f  l epech raun  o r  wha t eve r .   We l l ,  

you ' ve  go t  t he  i dea .   I  f e l t  s he  t hough t  I  was  we i rd ,  bu t  d id  I  t r y  t o  

l e ave  any  o the r  impre s s ions?   I  don ' t  t h i nk  so .   L i f e  was  pa r t l y  a  

pa in  i n  t he  bum a t  t he  t ime  w i th  t he  j ob  a t  WHSmi th  t ha t  I  s t a r t ed  t o  

ha t e ,  un l e s s  I  j u s t  ha t ed  i t  f u l l  s t op .   Wi th  t he  chaos  accompany ing  

t he  bu i l d  up  t o  Chr i s tmas  2003 ,  t he  non - s t o p  m e r c hand i s e  coming  

eve ry  day  bu t  Sunday  and  I  wasn ' t  work ing  on  t he  weekend .   Thanks  

G o d  f o r  t h a t .   Bu t  ba s i ca l l y ,  s ave  f o r  a  f ew  momen t s ,  i t  was  sh i t  and  

t ha t ' s  i t .   I  h ad  been  o f f  t he  do l e  f o r  a  f ew  yea r s ,  f ou r  yea r s  

p r ec i s e ly ,  end ing  my  o the r  j ob  a t  L i t t l ewoods  a s  a  k i t chen  a s s i s t an t  

a s  t he  one  i n  WHSmi th  was  becoming  f u l l  t ime —I  was  no rma l ly  

w o r k i n g  o n l y  3 0  h o u r s  a  w e e k—f or  t he  bu i l d  up  t o  Chr i s tmas .   The  

p l ace  and  t he  peop l e  and  t he  WHSmi th  l ogo  we re  a l l  g e t t i ng  on  my  

ne rve s .   I n  t he  even ing  be f o r e  go ing  t o  bed ,  I  wa s  do ing  my  Ka l i  

pu j a ,  o r  devo t i ona l  p r ac t i c e  t o  Mo the r  Ka l i .   I  h a t ed  ge t t i ng  up  a t  

5 . 30  am o r  6  am  and  hav ing  t o  go  t o  WHSmi th .   I  j u s t  ha t ed  i t .   I  



w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  h a p p y  i f  I  h a d  a  j o b  a s  a  l i b r a r y  a s s i s t a n t .   Bu t  

w o r k i n g  a  s h i t  j o b  i s  e x h a u s t ing  enough  and ,  on  t op  o f  t ha t ,  i f  you  

have  t o  f i l l  goddamn  app l i c a t i on  f o rms  f o r  o the r  j obs ,  i t  j u s t  i sn ' t  a  

l i f e ,  i t ' s  on ly  s l ave  su rv iva l .   I  was  a l so  p l ay ing  some  Dungeon  and  

D r a g o n  t y p e  g a m e s  o n  Borsalinec's computer.  

I ' m  no t  su r e  t he  s econd  t ime  I  me t  he r .   I  t h i nk  i t  was  a t  t he  

Wea the r spoons ,  ou r  t hea t r e  g roup  hav ing  a  mea l  t he r e .   So  she  was  

t he r e  and  I  s t a r t ed  t a l k ing  t o  he r  and  t he  conve r sa t i on  s t a r t ed  t o  

f l ow  a l l  r i gh t .   S h e  b o u g h t  m e  a  f e w  p i n t s  o f  b e e r  a n d  I  w a s  t a k e n  

aback ,  ne i t he r  pos i t i ve ly  no r  nega t i ve ly ,  j u s t  t aken  aback  when  she  

en thus i a s t i c a l l y  s a id :  " I  l ove  shagg ing . "   So  t ha t  k ind  o f  b r i ngs  

down  the  image  o f  a  f ema le  s t e rn  soc i a l  worke r  I  had  i n  m ind .   The  

po l i t i c a l  co r r ec tne s s  was  k i cked  up  i n  t he  a r s e ,  ou t  o f  t he  men t a l  

p i c tu r e  so  t o  s p e a k .   And  I  may  have  done  Women ' s  S tud i e s ,  i t  

d i dn ' t  mean  I  go t  on  w i th  po l i t i c a l  co r r ec tne s s  and  my  f emin i sm  was  

more  a  f o rm  o f  devo t i on  t o  t he  Goddes s .   I  was  a l so  hop ing  t o  f i nd  a  

pa r t ne r  du r ing  my  s tud i e s .   I  d i dn ' t  f i nd  one  excep t  f o r  C l a r a  

F r y p a n .   She  was / i s  an  exce l l en t  wr i t e r  w i th  un f o r tuna t e ly  a  f ew  

men ta l  hea l t h  p rob l ems .   I  b e l i eve  t ha t  n igh t  she  was  t a l k ing  t o  

J e a n .   C l a r a  and  I  we ren ' t  a  coup l e  anymore  a f t e r  a  f ew  mon ths  o f  

b r eak  ups ,  ge t t i ng  back ,  a rgumen t s  and  o n ly  one  s ex  s e s s ion  wh ich  

w as  a l l  r i g h t  a c t u a l l y .   So  t he  two  women  we re  cha t t i ng  t oge the r .   

A l s o  p r e s e n t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  N i c h o l a s  P a p a f l o v s k y ,  D a n i e l  B r a i n y  

and  He l ena  Crow,  t he  b r a in s  o f  t he  ope ra t i on  so  t o  speak ,  t he  

ope ra t i on  be ing  ou r  t hea t r e  g roup .   The  two  o f  t hem a s  we l l  a s  

N icho l a s  had  deg ree s  o f  a  k ind  and  Dan i e l  was  work ing  on  h i s  P hD ;  

he  was  an  expe r t  i n  F r ench  pos tmode rn i sm ,  De r r i da ,  Foucau l t  and  

t he  l i ke .   As  I  was  i n f l uenced  by  t he  ph i l o sophy  o f  Rene  Guenon ,  

occu l t i sm ,  r e l i g ions ,  t he  Goddes s  and  o the r  sh i t s ,  t h e r e f o r e  I  f ound  

t h i s  pos tmode rn i s t  t h ing  qu i t e  a l i en  t o  me  t o  s ay  t he  l e a s t .   The  end  

o f  t he  mono l i t h i c  En l i gh t enmen t  d i s cou r se .   To  me  we ' r e  i n  t he  s t a r t  



o f  t he  end  o f  t he  Ka l i  Yuga ,  a s  s a id  by  A la in  Dan i e lou ,  and  t ha t  was  

i t  f o r  me  conce rn ing  t he  mean ing  o f  l i f e .   I  s aw  he r  aga in  a t  t he  

P l a y h o u s e .   We  t a l ked  abou t  God  and  p sych i c  ab i l i t i e s ,  and  p robab ly  

o the r  t h ings .   A t  t he  t ime ,  my  p i c tu r e  o f  J ean  was  encompass ing  t he  

A p h r o d i t e  a s p e c t  ( " I  l o v e  s h a g g i n g " ) ,  t h e  G o d  w o r s h i p p e r  a n d  t h e  

p sych i c  a spec t s .   Was  I  s t a r t i ng  t o  f a l l  i n  l ove?   I  don ' t  know,  bu t  I  

know tha t  he r  p r e sence  was  i nc r ea s ing ly  g rowing  w i th in  me ,  i f  I  

may  speak  t ha t  way .   I  s aw  he r  b r i e f l y  a t  t he ,  I  be l i eve ,  Ch r i s tmas  

pa r t y  o f  and  a t  t he  P l ayhouse .   Appa ren t l y ,  she  was  go ing  t o  k i s s  me  

bu t  I  t u rned  t he  k i s s  down .   I  don ' t  know why .   My  shynes s  

pe rhaps .   I  b e l i eve  i t ' s  t he  s ame  n igh t  I  s aw  he r ,  n i ce ly  c l ad  i n  he r  

d r e s s ,  go ing  away  w i th  S t ephen  and  Chr i s t i an ,  s eeming ly  t i p sy .   My  

eye  l i nge red  on  he r .   D id  I  l ong  f o r  he r ?   Tha t  s ame  n igh t ,  Ade l a ide ,  

he lp ing  w i th  t he  d r e s s ing  a t  t he  P l ayhouse ,  C l a r a  F rypan  and  I  wen t  

t o  t he  Kand i sky  n igh t c lub .   On  t he  way  back ,  Ade l a ide  wen t  home  

and  C la r a  a sked  me  i f  she  cou ld  s t ay  a t  m ines .   The  f o l l owing  i sn ' t  

h a rd  t o  imag ine .   We  k ind  o f  made  l ove .   I  even  d idn ' t  make  t he  f i r s t  

move .   C l a r a  d id .   She  was  on  t op  o f  me  and  my  pen i s  was  b l eed ing  

a f t e rwa rds .   How the  he l l  d id  t ha t  happen?   I  don ' t  know.   Tha t  i t  

w a s  e m b a r r a s s i n g  e n o u g h ,  b u t  n o  m o r e  -  sh i t  happens  -  i s  a l so  

t r ue .   A t  o n e  t i m e ,  I  h a d  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  J e a n  in  wh ich  she  

r evea l ed  she  was  a  s i ng l e  mum.   Fo r  some  r ea sons  I  had  f ondnes s  

and  r e spec t  f o r  s i ng l e  mums ,  and  I  made  t hem the  t op i c  o f  my  Soc i a l  

S c i e n c e  A c c e s s  C e r t i f i c a t e  C o u r s e  ' D i s s e r t a t i o n '  b a c k  i n  N e w p o r t  

be f o r e  I  c ame  t o  Ch e l t enham f o r  my  deg ree .   J e an  r ead  i t  l a t e r  and  

t o ld  me  i t  wasn ' t  v e ry  good .   Neve r  m ind .   I  r emember  a round  t h i s  

l a t e  2002 - ea r l y  2003  an  even ing  i n  wh ich  J enny  pu t  he r  a rms  a round  

mine  a s  we  s t r o l l ed  t owards  t he  bus  s t op  and  she  was  ano the r  

member  o f  ou r  expe r imen ta l  t hea t r e  g roup .   J e an  wa lked  w i th  u s .   

J e n n y  i s  a  l o v e l y  g i r l ,  b u t  m y  m i n d  a n d  e y e  w e r e  o n  J e a n .   And ,  

un l e s s  I  go t  i t  a l l  w rong ,  I  t h ink  J enny  wan t ed  me ,  bu t  I  wan t ed  



J e a n .  I n  e a r l y  J anua ry ,  I  wen t  home  to  B r i t t any  f o r  a  week  o f  r e s t  

and  r ead ing  a t  my  pa ren t s '  f l a t  i n  S t -Brev in - Les - P i n s ,  a f t e r  t h e  

chaos  o f  WHSmi th  t ha t  l e f t  me  exhaus t ed .   I  go t  two  Sa tu rdays  o f  

l i f e  mode l i ng  a t  S t roud  and  i t  was  n i ce  t o  have  a  good  ca sh  i n  hand  

s u m  o f  m o n e y .   On  t he  18 th  o r  19 th  o f  J anua ry  2003 ,  a  Sa tu rday ,  i t  

w a s  N i c h o l a s  P a p a f l o v s k y ' s  b i r t hday  and  t he  who le  t hea t r e  g roup  

w a s  t h e r e  i n  t h i s  v e g e t a r i a n  a n d  c o s t l y  r e s t au r an t ,  t ha t  i s  t o  s ay :  

D a n i e l ,  H e l e n a ,  J e n n y ,  N i c h o l a s ,  C y r i l  B o r s a l i n e c ,  C l a r a ,  J e a n  a n d  

I .   I  was  nex t  doo r  t o  J ean ,  t o  he r  r i gh t  han d  s i de  i n  f a c t ,  and  C la r a  

w a s  s i t t i n g  o ppos i t e  me .   Fo r  some  r ea sons ,  C l a r a  wan t ed  t o  r e sume  

he r  r e l a t i onsh ip  w i th  me .   The  s ex  we  had  p r i o r  t o  Ch r i s tmas  was  

n i ce  bu t  i nconsequen t i a l  a s  f a r  a s  I  was  conce rned ,  bu t  no t  t o  he r .   

S h e  w a s  d o i n g  m y  h e a d  i n  f o r  i t  w a s  c l e a r  i n  m y  m i n d  I  d i d n ' t  w a n t  

a  commi t t ed  r e l a t i onsh ip  w i th  he r ,  excep t  on  a  f r i endsh ip  and  

occa s iona l  s ex  l eve l .   My  mind  was  f ocus ed  on  J ean  and ,  s t r ange ly  

enough ,  I  wasn ' t  p an i cky  f o r ,  u sua l l y ,  when  my  eyes  a r e  on  a  

w o m a n ,  I  s t a r t  t o  p a n i c  a n d  t h e  w h o l e  t h i n g  u s u a l l y  b a c k f i r e s .   So  

mu ch  f o r  t he  Eng l i sh  c l i ch é  o f  t he  F rench  l ove r .   So r ry  buddy ,  bu t  I  

don ' t  f i t  t h e  s t e r eo type  and ,  anyway ,  I ' m  f rom Br i t t any  so  I ' m  no t  

t r u ly  F rench .    

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  m e a l  a t  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t ,  w e  a l l  w e n t  t o  t h e  T W O  P I G S  

rock  n igh t c lub .   C l a r a  was  p i s s ed  o f f  w i th  me  a s  I  r e f u sed  he r  

advances .   Dan i e l  had  t o  c a lm  he r  down  and  t hen  she  was  p i s s ed  o f f  

w i t h  h i m .   J ean  t r i ed  t o  t a l k  w i th  he r  and  t hen  r epo r t ed  t o  me :  

" S h e ' s  h a r d  w o r k . "   Then  I  r emember  t he  ga l l an t  l ove r  coming  t o  t he  

r e s cue  o f  su lky  C la r a  f o r ,  beh ind  he r ,  was  Ho l ly ,  an  a l t e rna t i ve  rock  

mus i c  guy  I  knew a  l i t t l e  and  i t  h appened  we  p l ayed  t oge the r  once  

i n  t he  p r ev ious  yea r  A u tumn  wi th  a  We l sh  f e l l ow  s t age - named  

M a r i o n e t t e  F r i d a y .   Anyway ,  C l a r a  was  su lky  and  Ho l ly  came  t o  he r  

r e s cue ,  pu t t i ng  t he  smi l e  back  on  he r  f a ce .   I  s aw  i t  happen ing  and  

w a s  p l e a s e d  e n o u g h  f o r  h e r ,  a n d  r e l i e v e d  a s  f a r  a s  m y  s i t u a t i o n  w a s  



conce rned .   No  more  d i s sonan t  v ibe s .   I  d anced  w i th  J ean  on  

B lond i e ' s  HANGING ON THE TELEPHONE.   She  i nv i t ed  me  back  t o  

he r s  f o r  some  j o in t s  an d  l i s t en in g  t o  s o me  p s y ch ed e l i c  r o ck .   So  we  

w e n t  b a c k  t o  h e r s  b y  t a x i ,  a  b i t  t i p s y  b u t  n o t  u n b e a r a b l y  d r u n k .   We  

t a lked ,  smoked  some  j o in t s ,  t a l ked  and  wen t  t o  bed .   I t  was  coo l  f o r  

me .   I  hope  i t  was  t he  s ame  f o r  he r  t oo .   We  we re  pa r t l y  d r e s sed .   I  

w a s  l y i n g  t o  h e r  l e f t  h a n d  s i d e .   I  s t a r t ed  ca r e s s ing  he r ,  gen t l y ,  and  

t hen  she  j umped  on  me .   Sensua l  c a r e s se s  f o l l owed  i n  unashamed  

nakednes s  and  t hen ,  BANG,  she  demanded :  "Fuck  me! "   So  I  f ucked  

he r ,  m i s s iona ry  pos i t i on  s t y l e  and  t ha t  was  he r  cho i ce .   And  t ha t  

w a s  a  g r e a t  n i g h t  f o r  m e .   And  I  know  s h e  e n j o y e d  i t  t o o .  The  day  

a f t e r ,  Sunday  t o  be  p r ec i s e ,  s ome t ime  be tween  10  am and  noon ,  

J a c k y  B o y ,  h e r  8 -yea r - o ld  younges t  son ,  c ame  t o  t he  bed room.   Tha t  

w a s  m y  f i r s t  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  h i m .   We  l a t e r  had  b r eak f a s t  and  she  

i nv i t ed  me  t o  s t ay  f o r  S u n d a y  d i nne r .   Ha r ry ,  he r  o lde r  son  and  t he  

one  be twe en  Ge r t rude ,  he r  daugh t e r  t hen  aged  16 ,  and  J acky  Boy ,  

c ame  back  f rom some  exped i t i on  w i th  h i s  ma t e s  t o  f i nd  some  wi ld  

ca t  somewhere  i n  t he  Cos two lds .   He  s aw  me  and  I  r e ckoned  he  

t hough t :  "Who ' s  t h i s  we i rdo?"   The  we i rdo  be ing  me  o f  cou r se .   

N e v e r  m i n d .   Ha r ry  was  12  yea r s  o ld  a t  t ha t  t ime .   And  I  s t ayed  on  

and  she  d idn ' t  m ind  me  s t ay ing  ove r  aga in .   She  g r an t ed  me  

pe rmi s s ion  t o  have  a  ba th .   We  wa t ched  some  f i lm ,  t a l ked ,  smoked  

s o m e  d o p e  and  made  l ove  aga in .   The  morn ing  a f t e r ,  I  t ook  t he  bus  

w i t h  h e r  a s  s h e  w a s  g o i n g  t o  w o r k  a n d  I  w a s  g o i n g  b a c k  t o  m y  

apa r tmen t ,  a s  I  d idn ' t  work  on  Monday ,  hav ing  back  my  30  hou r s  

w e e k  a f t e r  t h e  f u l l  t i m e  p a n d e m o n i u m  a t  W H S m i t h  be f o r e  

Ch r i s tmas .   Bo r sa l i nec  had  l e f t  a  wh i l e  ago  hav ing  f ound  h i s  own  

accommoda t ion  and  she  t ex t ed  me  a s  I  was  on  my  own  in  my  f l a t ,  

a sk ing  me  t o  mee t  he r  on  Tuesday  a t  t he  Ya t e s  a f t e r  work .  H e r e  I  

mus t  concen t r a t e  on  J ean ' s  l i f e  s t o ry  so  t o  speak .   She  w as  bo rn  on  

21  Apr i l  1970  i n  Ha r low ,  Es sex ,  a t  3  o r  3 . 30  AM.   Tha t  g ive s  he r  an  



A q u a r i u s  r i s i n g  s i g n ,  t h e  S u n ,  M e r c u r y ,  V e n u s  a n d  S a t u r n  i n  

Tau rus .   J up i t e r  i s  i n  Sco rp io  oppos i t e  t he  Sun .   She  ha s  Mar s  i n  

G e m i n i  o p p o s i t e  N e p t u n e  i n  S a g i t t a r i u s  a n d  h e r  M o o n i n  L ib r a  i s  

oppos i t e  my  Sun  i n  Ar i e s ,  wh i l e  he r  Sa tu rn  i s  con junc t  bo th  my  

N o r t h  N o d e  a n d  M o o n  i n  T a u r u s .   As  f a r  a s  I  r e ca l l  wha t  she  t o ld  

me ,  she  was  dep re s sed  a t  t he  age  o f  f ou r .   He r  pa r en t s  we re  f o s t e r  

pa r en t s  f o r  o the r  k id s  and  she  was  t he  f i r s t  bo rn  o f  he r  t h r ee  s i s t e r s  

and  one  b ro the r .   He r  mum,  Marga re t  Ke l l y ,  was  e igh t een  o r  

n ine t een  when  J ean  was  bo rn .   As  t he  age  o f  n ine  she  t r i ed  t o  d r i nk  

b l each .   He r  l i f e  s eemed  t o  have  been  mar r ed  by  p sycho log i ca l  

t r aged i e s  and  a  pos s ib l e  s e r i e s  o f  abuse s  i n f l i c t ed  on  he r  w hen  s he  

w a s  a  c h i l d .   Ye t  she  had  a  r e l a t i ve ly  su rp r i s i ng  amoun t  o f  f r e edom 

du r ing  he r  t e ens ,  j ou rney ing  t o  London  t o  s ee  S iouxs i e  and  t he  

Banshees .   She  had  s ex  a round  twe lve  o r  t h i r t e en  and ,  a f t e r  t he  

de f l ower ing ,  s a id  some th ing  l i ke :  " I  l i ke  t ha t " ,  and  t ha t  was  t he  

s t a r t  o f  h e r  A p h r o d i t e  c a r e e r  s o  t o  s p e a k ,  s o m e  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  l o v e r s  

i n  abou t  twen ty  yea r s .   She  became  p r egnan t  w i th  Ge r t rude  when  she  

w a s  f i f t e e n .   The  f a the r ,  a  s l i gh t l y  o lde r  l ad  named  K e i t h ,  was  

maybe  t he  f i r s t  s i gn i f i c an t  r e l a t i onsh ip  i n  J ean ' s  l i f e .   He r  

nonp lu s sed  mum con f ron t ed  he r  w i th  a  d i l emma:  e i t he r  h im  o r  t he  

f ami ly .   So  she  chose  t he  f ami ly  i n s t ead  o f  he r  boy f r i end ,  and  t h i s  

w a s n ' t  t h e  l a s t  o f  h e r  m u m’s  i n t e r f e r ence  i n  J ean ' s  l ove  l i f e .   The  

t e r r i b l e  mo the r - i n - l aw  w a s  a  r e a l i t y  a s  f a r  a s  J e a n ' s  p a r t n e r s ,  e x c e p t  

t he  wor s t  one ,  was  conce rned .   She  even tua l l y  had  t o  l i ve  w i th  

G e r t r u d e  i n  s i n g l e - mo the r  f a sh ion  ou t s i de  t he  f ami ly  home  and  she  

me t  Ch r i s t ophe r .   He  was  and  i s  a  sound  eng inee r  work ing  f o r  dub  

and  r eggae  b ands .   He  i s  t he  f a the r  o f  Ha r ry  who  was  bo rn  i n  1990 .   

P r i o r  t o  h i s  b i r t h ,  J e a n  s u f f e r e d  a  m e n t a l  b r e a k d o w n  w i t h  a n  

a t t emp ted  su i c ide  t r i gge red  by  Chr i s t ophe r  hav ing  an  a f f a i r  w i th  a  

l e sb i an .   Ch r i s t ophe r ,  when  he  was  con f ron t ed  by  J ean ' s  ange r ,  s a id  

s o m e th ing  l i ke :  "Bu t  you  had  p l en ty  o f  a f f a i r s  beh ind  my  back ! "   He  



a r r i ved  a t  t he  r i gh t  t ime  t o  p r even t  he r  su i c ide  t o  be  b rough t  t o  

comple t i on .   I n  t he  hosp i t a l ,  J e an  one  day  r ead  a  Maya  Ange lou  

book  and  t ha t  t r i gge red  he r  t o  pu t  he r  dep re s s ion  beh ind  he r  and  

s t a r t  a n e w .   

J e a n ' s  p a r e n t s  a n d  p a t e r n a l  g r a n d p a r e n t s ,  t h e  I r i s h  c o n n e c t i o n ,  

moved  f rom Har low  to  Che l t enham in  e i t he r  t he  l a t e  80s  o r  t he  ea r l y  

90s .   And  she  who  was  t o  become  my  love r  f o l l owed  su i t .   So  she  

came  t o  Che l t enham,  wea r ing  a  sho r t  sk i r t  and  some  Punk - s t y l e  

t i gh t s ,  w i th  Ge r t rude  and  Ha r ry .   And  she  me t  Jonas .   One  day  t he  

w a s h i n g  m a c h i n e  w a s  b r o k e n  o r  s o m e t h i n g ,  s h e  h a d  t o  g i v e  a  p h o n e  

ca l l  f o r  a  p lumbe r  and  Jonas  t u rned  up .   They  became  l ove r s  and  go t  

ma r r i ed .   Now Jonas  i s  t he  wor s t  o f  he r  pa s t  pa r t ne r s  and  t he  f a the r  

o f  J acky  Boy ,  he r  younges t .   J onas  s eemed  t o  have  been  f avo red  by  

M a r g a r e t ,  J e a n ' s  m u m .   I n  he r  eye s ,  he  was  a  p rope r  l ad ,  

ha rdwork i ng  and  manua l ,  no t  one  o f  t hose  h ipp i e - punk  l a zy  g i t s ,  

h i gh  on  dope  and  so  un - Eng l i sh .   J onas  w as  a l so  a  con t ro l  f r e ak ,  a  

t yp i ca l  c a se  o f  t he  "Cha rming  Man  Synd rome" .   J e an ' s  l i f e  and  pa s t  

w a s  r e p r e s s e d  a n d  i n  p a r t s  e r a d i c a t e d .   He r  r a r e  v iny l  we re  one  day  

s o l d  b y  t h e  c o n t r o l  f r e a k .   He  de s t royed  a  l o t  o f  t he  poe t ry  she  

w r o t e  a s  a  t e e n a g e r .   Th ings  had  t o  be  done  on  t ime  and  no  o the r  

t imes .   A  b i t  l i ke ,  bu t  much  wor s t  t han ,  t he  husband  o f  t h i s  f ema le  

cha rac t e r ,  Va l en t i ne  I  be l i eve ,  po r t r ayed  i n  t h i s  UK f i lm  in  wh ich  

s h e  l e a v e s  t h e  t i m e- exac t i t ude  obse s sed  g i t  f o r  Greece  and  ha s  a  

l ove  a f f a i r  w i th  one  o f  t he  Med i t e r r anean  l oca l s .   J onas  t he  cook  

one  day  t h r ew  the  d i sh  i n to  h i s  w i f e ' s  f a ce  when  she  d i sp l ea sed  h im  

by  cook ing  h im  a  vege t a r i an  mea l .  He  ba s i ca l l y  sounds  l i ke  a  

H e b r e w  o r  A r a b  p a t r i a r c h  o f  t h e  w o r s t  k i n d .   Conve r sa t i ons  be tween  

J e a n  a n d  h e r  k id s  we re  so r t  o f  p roh ib i t ed  by  t he  p lumbe r .   We lcome  

back  t o  t he  t ime  o f  t he  Roman  Repub l i c  pa t r i a r ch  who  had  power  o f  

l i f e  and  dea th  ove r  h i s  w i f e  and  k id s .   I f  J ean  was  go ing  t o  wa t ch  

t he  t e l l y  o r  r e ad  wh i l e  he r  husband  i n t ended  some th ing  d i f f e r en t  f o r  



he r ,  he  wou ld  come  and  i n t e r rup t  wha t  J ean  was  do ing  and  t he  

conve r sa t i on  wou ld  d r ag  on  and  on  t o  r e so lve  t he  s i t ua t i on  i n  Jonas '  

eye s ,  bu t  o f  cou r se  no t  i n  he r  eye s .   The  cook  was  t o  commi t  f u r t he r  

a t r oc i t i e s  by  s exua l l y  abus ing  Ge r t rude  and  emo t iona l l y ,  p os s ib ly  

s e x u a l l y ,  a b u s i n g  H a r r y .   He  neve r  abused  h i s  own  son ,  j u s t i f i ed  i n  

t h i s  way  t o  J ean :  "He  ( J acky  Boy)  i s  my  own  son .   The  o the r s  a r e  

on ly  s t ep - k id s . "   Jonas  u sed  t o  pho tog raph  J ean  a t  t he  mos t  

i napp rop r i a t e  t ime  and  he  pho tog raphed ,  i n  a  voyeu r i s t i c  f a sh ion ,  

coup l e s  snogg ing  i n  t he i r  c a r s  o r  bed rooms .    

The  Pea r t r ee  home —s u c h  w a s  t h e  pa t ronymic  o f  J ean  f ami ly  now—

w a s  t o  h e r  a n d  h e r  k i d s  w h a t  E g y p t  h a d  b e e n  t o  t h e  H e b r e w s ,  t o  s a y  

t he  l e a s t .   He  c ro s sed  t he  l i ne  i n  such  a  way  t ha t  i t  appea red  l i ke  he  

neve r  c ro s sed  i t .   J e an  i s  conv inced  Jonas  p l anned  eve ry th ing  f rom 

the  s t a r t  t o ,  among  o the r  t h ings ,  ge t  t o  t he  k id s .   He  had  a  f o rm  o f  

d i abo l i c a l  cha rm  wh ich  even  d i s a rmed  Ha r ry ' s  f a t he r  one  n igh t  i n  

t he  Two  P ig s  n igh t c lub .   The  l a t t e r ,  even  kn owing  t he  ev i l  done  by  

J o n a s ,  b o u g h t  h i m  a  p i n t  o f  b e e r  a s  t h e  c o o k ' s  d e m o n i c  c h a r m  w a s  

t ha t  s t r ong .   Ano the r  s i ngu l a r i t y  o f  Jonas  was  t o  bea t  up  l e sb i ans  a s  

t hey  we ren ' t  p rope r  women  in  h i s  d i s t o r t ed  v i ew .  Whi l e  t h i s  

domes t i c  d i c t a to r sh ip  wen t  on ,  J ean  was  work ing  a t  t he  Mar low ,  

l ook ing  a f t e r  t r oub l e  and  t r oub l ed  t e enage r s .   She  ended  up  hav ing  

an  a f f a i r  w i th  a  s even t een  yea r s  o ld  boy  wh i l e  she  was  i n  he r  m id  

twen t i e s .   I n  t he  en thus i a sm o f  t he  momen t ,  she  wro t e  a  no t e  t o  

J o n a s  t e l l i n g  h i m  s h e  w a s  l e a v i n g  h i m .   Once  t he  f i r e  o f  en thus i a sm 

aba t ed ,  she  wen t  back  t o  t he  t o t a l i t a r i an  f ami ly  un i t .   J onas  

meanwh i l e  r epo r t ed  i t  t o  J ean ' s  mum.   Ano the r  i nc iden t  was  Jonas  

k i ck ing  J ean ' s  be l l y  wh i l e  she  was  p r egnan t  w i th  J acky  Boy .   She  

t hough t ,  l ook ing  a t  h i s  eye s '  exp re s s ion ,  t ha t  he  was  go ing  t o  k i l l  

h e r .   Acco rd ing  t o  he r ,  he  was  on  h i s  way  t o  k i l l  one  o f  h i s  be s t  

ma t e s  one  day  w i th  whom,  i nc iden t a l l y ,  she  had  had  an  a f f a i r .   I t ' s  

no t  even  su r e  i f  t he  ou tbu r s t  o f  v io l ence  d i r ec t ed  aga in s t  he r  and  h i s  



s u p p o s e d l y  g o o d  f r i e n d  we re  l i nked  w i th  t he  a f f a i r .   F rom wha t  I  

be l i eve  she  t o ld  me ,  she  s eemed  t o  imp ly  i t  was  some  f o rm  o f  

p sychos i s .   J onas  was  add i c t ed  t o  gamb l ing  t oo  and  t he  domes t i c  

budge t  su f f e r ed  a  l o t  due  t o  t he  add i c t i on .   J onas  be ing  unde rhanded  

w i t h  t h e  f a m i l y  m o n e y  go t  h im  to  be  ev i c t ed  by  J ean .   He r  m ind  was  

made  up  and  he  knew i t ,  a s  he  l e f t ,  bu t  he  r e tu rned  now and  aga in ,  

s t a r i n g  a t  t h e  f a m i l y  b e h i n d  t h e  w i n d o w ,  s o m e h o w  r e m i n d i n g  m e  o f  

t he  p sycho t i c  cha r ac t e r  i n  t he  f i lm  Ha l loween .   A  d ivo rce  ensued  

and  he  go t  aw ay ,  bu t  s t i l l  was  o rde r ed  no t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i th  J acky  

Boy .   Jonas ' s  demon ic  sub t l e t y  a l l owed  h im  to  go  l ega l l y  

unpun i shed  f o r  t he  abuse  o f  Ge r t rude  and  Ha r ry .   The  house  a t  

Whi tman ' s  B rook  was  now the  p rope r ty  o f  J ean  who  had  t o  con t end  

w i t h  t h e  p s y c h o l o g ica l  damage  l e f t  i n  Ge r t rude  and  Ha r ry .   He r  

daugh t e r  was  un ru ly  f o r  a  wh i l e ,  ge t t i ng  i n to  t r oub l e  and  t h r ea t en ing  

a  pa r t - t ime  l ove r  he r  mum was  s ee ing  on  a  r egu l a r  and  pa r t - t ime  

ba s i s .   Ge r t rude  l e f t  t he  f ami ly  home  when  she  was  a round  15  o r  16 ,  

f i nd ing  a  boy f r i end  i n  t he  pe r son  o f  Dubby  John ,  a  t ough  l ad  f rom 

G l o u c e s t e r .   Ha r ry  t h r ew  b r i cks  t h rough  t he  w indow and  d ropped  ou t  

o f  ' no rma l '  s choo l .   J e an  d id  some  s t ud i e s ,  ge t t i ng  a  Ce r t i f i c a t e  i n  

S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  a n d  a c q u i r e d  a  N V Q  3  a t  h e r  n e w  w o r k p l a c e ,  t h e  c af é  

i n  wh ich  she  l ooked  a f t e r  l e a rn ing  d i s ab i l i t y  peop l e  by  t e ach ing ,  

among  o the r  t h ings ,  soc i a l  sk i l l s .   She  was  Mormon  f o r  a  pe r i od  o f  

s i x  o r  n i n e  m o n t h s  i n  2 0 0 2 ,  a f t e r  h a v i n g  b e e n  m o r e  o r  l e s s  f o l l o w i n g  

H a r e  K r i s h n a ,  a p a r t  f r o m  h e r  b a p t i s m  i n  t h e  A n g l i c an  Church  

s o m e t i m e s  d u r i n g  h e r  m a r r i a g e ,  a s  h e r  p a r e n t s  w e r e  s e n d i n g  h e r  t o  

t he  H indu  de i t y  t emp le  when  she  was  i n  he r  t e ens .   So  t h i s  r ough ly  

w a s  J e a n ' s  l i f e  a n d  I ' m  s u r e  I ' v e  l e f t  m a n y  e l e m e n t s  t h a t  m i g h t  

a c tua l l y  i n t rude  i n  ou r  s t o ry  a s  i t  un f o ld s .    

Le t ' s  r e t u rn  t o  t ha t  f i r s t  Tuesday  a t  t he  Ya t e s  t ha t  be came  the  f i r s t  

i n  a  s e r i e s  o f —Tuesday  I  be l i eve —mee t ings  a t  t he  Ya t e s .   He re  t he  

newspape r  f e l l  o f f  my  ca r r i e r  bag  and  she  was  amused  by  i t .   He re  



w e  d e e p e n e d  o u r  k n o w l e d g e  o f  o n e  a n o t h e r  a n d  d i v e d  f u r t h er  i n to  

l ove .   We  d r ank  r ea l  a l e s  and  co f f ee s .   I  r e t u rned  eve ry  weekend  t o  

he r s  and ,  one  o f  t hose  f i r s t  weekends ,  I  wen t  a l ong  w i th  he r  t o  ge t  

s o m e  e l e c t r i c  t o k e n s  f o r  h e r  m e t e r  a n d  s h e  h a d  t h e  d i s t i n c t  f e e l i n g  

t ha t  he r  mum was  d i s app rov ing  o f  he r  r e l a t i on s h i p  w i t h  m e .   I  h ave  

no t  even  me t  t he  b loody  woman .   Marga re t  t he  f u tu r e  mo the r  i n  l aw  

equa l l y  d i s app roved  o f  me  hav in g  a  deg ree  i n  Women ' s  S tud i e s—I  

had  no  i dea  i f  she  d i s app roved  o f  me  hav ing  t he  o the r  ha l f  o f  my  

deg ree  i n  Re l i g ious  S tud i e s .   J e an ' s  mum was  an  ac tua l  cha l l enge  t o  

my  in t e l l e c tua l  f emin i sm .   J ean  and  I  made  l ove  eve ry  weekend ,  and  

I  f ound  i t  h a rde r  t o  l i ve  so  t o  speak  on  my  own  in  me  f l a t  du r ing  t he  

w e e k .   J e an  a l so  d i r ec t ed  me  and  t he  o the r s  o f  t he  expe r imen t a l  

t hea t r e  g roup  f o r  AN EVENIN G  W I T H  P I N T E R  p e r f o r m e d  a t  t h e  

P l a y h o u s e  i n  M a r c h  2003 .   I  spen t  a  f ew  ' i l l ega l '—f rom  the  po in t  o f  

v i ew  o f  WHSmi th—even ings  a t  he r s  du r ing  t he  week  and  e i t he r  wen t  

back  t o  work  t he  day  a f t e r  o r  p r e t ended  t o  be  s i ck .   My  mood  was  

chang ing  a s  ou r  r e l a t i onsh i p  deepened ,  becoming—I  don ' t  know i f  

t ha t ' s  t he  r i gh t  word  t o  u se  bu t  hope f u l l y  i t  conveys  s o m e t h i n g  o f  

my  f ee l i ngs  t hen —s o m e w h a t  m e l a n c h o l y .   The  open  hea r t  i s ,  f e e l s  

vu lne r ab l e .   We  a t t ended  t he  Mi r ro r - o rgan i zed  b ig  demons t r a t i on  

(one  mi l l i on  f i ve  hund red  t housands  rough ly  acco rd ing  t o  t he  Ma i l  

on  Sunday )  aga in s t  t he  Bush–Bla i r  p l anned  i nvas ion  o f  I r aq ,  and  she  

t o ld  me  l a t e r  t ha t  she  knew du r ing  t ha t  day  t ha t  she  was  f a l l i ng  i n  

l ove  w i th  me .   Pa r t l y  a s  a  r e su l t  o f  do ing  he r  f i r s t  demons t r a t i on  f o r  

t he  l a s t  f i f t e en  o r  twen ty  yea r s ,  some th ing  she  cou ldn ' t  h ave  done  

w h i l e  l i v i n g  w i t h  t h e  t y r a n t  t h a t  w a s  h e r  f i r s t  h u s b a n d .   We  he ld  

each  o the r ' s  hand  and  t he  demons t r a t i on  had  a  pa r t y  a tmosphe re ,  i t  

w a s  m u s i c a l  a n d  v i o l e n c e - f r ee .   I  h ad  my  mi sg iv ings  when  a  Mos l em 

w o m a n  g a v e  m e  a n  I s l a m i s t  l e a f l e t ,  m e  b e i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e  a n  o v e r t  

w o r s h i p p e r  o f  M o t h e r  K a l i .   As  f a r  a s  I  c an  r emember ,  we  s aw  

Chr i s t ophe r ,  f a t he r  o f  Ha r ry ,  t he  s econd  o f  J ean .   I  r emember  s ee ing  



a l so  Chr i s t ophe r  a t  J ean ' s  house  one  weekend .   She  t o ld  me  more  o f  

he r  l i f e ,  t he  b i za r r e  and  t he  anecdo t a l ,  t h e  comica l  and  t he  t r ag i c ,  

t he  t o rmen ted  and  t he  s exua l .   She  was  de f i n i t e l y  a t  t ha t  t ime  an  

A p h r o d i t e ,  a  s e x u a l  g o d d e s s  o p e r a t i n g  a  s e x u a l  a n d  f e e l i n g s- ba sed  

r evo lu t i on  i n  my  l i f e  a t  t ha t  t ime .   I  s t a r t ed  t o  g r av i t a t e  a round  he r  

and ,  I  t h ink ,  she  a round  me .   I  t ook  a  week  o f f  i n  e a r l y  March  2003  

t o  l ook  f o r  o the r  j obs  a s  t he  one  i n  WHSmi th  was  s t i l l  do ing  my  

head  i n .   The  Sunday  on  t he  eve  o f  t he  Monday  s t a r t i ng  my  week  

o f f ,  we  we re  s t oned—I  was —and  l i s t en ing  t o  some  New Age  

e l ec t ron i c  mus i c  CD I  gave  he r .   I  s t a r t ed  t o  pan i c  a s  no  ha rd  on  was  

on  t he  way .   I t  j u s t  was  f l a t  on .   So  I  pan i cked  and  so  d id  she .   I  

w a s  m e n t a l l y  c o n f u s e d  a n d  w o n d e r e d  w h a t  t h e  h e l l  w a s  h a p p e n i n g .   

S h e  d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t  m u c h  w h e n  I  t o ld  he r  she  was  he lp ing  me  w i th  my  

own  evo lu t i on ,  t hough  I  pa r t l y  s a id  t ha t  t o  r e a s su re  he r ,  and  t he  

o the r  r e a son  be ing  t ha t  i ndeed ,  w i l l i ng ly  o r  unwi l l i ng ly ,  she  was  

con t r i bu t i ng  t o  my  own  evo lu t i on .   I ' m  no t  su r e  wha t  c ame  

even tua l l y  i n  my  mind  bu t  I  a t  l e a s t  r e a s su red  myse l f  a  b i t ,  and  

maybe  he r  t oo .   The  morn ing  a f t e r  t hough ,  she  f e l t  d ep re s sed ,  hu r t  

a t  my  f l a t  on  and  t he  pan i cky  ques t i on ing  o f  ou r  r e l a t i onsh ip .   Bu t  

once  i n  my  f l a t ,  I  j u s t  r e a l i z ed  I  was  i n  l ove  w i th  he r .   I  t ex t ed  he r  

t ha t ,  men t i on ing  I  was  be ing  s ca r ed  o f  i t  a s  we l l .   She  r e sponded ,  

w i t h  l o v e ,  s u p p o r t i n g  m y  ' d i s c o v e r y '  a n d  t h a t  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  

l ove l i e s t  t ex t s  she  eve r  s en t  me .  I  s t a r t ed  my  Ka l i - add re s sed  

devo t i ona l  p r ac t i c e s  a t  J ean ’ s  a f t e r  a s k i n g  h e r  a n d  s h e  e v e n  s e t  a  

s i m p l e  s h r i n e  o n  a  r o u n d  t a b l e  i n  h e r  b e d r o o m  a s  a  d i s p l a y  o f  l o v e  

t o  me .   I  was  su r e  me l t i ng  down .   I  was  i n t roduced  t o  he r  f ami ly  and  

t he  B lack  Widow,  i . e .  he r  mum.   She  was  men t ion ing  he r  f ami ly  

anecdo t e s ,  no t ab ly  Chan t a l  who  was  su f f e r i ng  f rom he ro in  add i c t i o n  

and  had  pe r sona l l y  expe r i enced  a  bad  ca r  a cc iden t  and  p ro s t i t u t i on  

t o ,  I  be l i eve ,  f i nance  he r  add i c t i on .   Ha r ry  was  adaman t ly  an t i - d rugs  

and  J ean  and  I  we re  mak ing  su r e  none  o f  t he  two  boys  knew wha t  we  



w e r e  u p  t o  w i t h  t h e  j o i n t s .   She  one  day  gave  me  a  r i ng  on  wh ich  

w a s  i n s c r i b e d :  " B e a u t y  i s  T r u t h . "   I  f e l t  moved  by  he r  g iv ing  me  

t h i s  r i ng  a s  i t  was  a  f u r t he r  and  mark ing  p roo f  o f  ou r  deepen ing  

l ove .   I  was  ge t t i ng  i nc r ea s ing  anx ious  a t  he r  t ak ing  a  f o r t n igh t  

ho l i day  i n  C re t e .   One  day ,  she  t o ld  me  she  was  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  

app ly ing  f o r  a  j ob  i n  S t roud .   I  d r eaded  t ha t  p ro spec t  and  mus t  

admi t  I  was  r e l i eved  when  she  t o ld  me  she  d ropped  t he  i dea .   

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h e r ,  i t  i s  I  w h o  f i r s t  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  o p t i o n  o f  l i v i n g  

t oge the r  s even  days  a  week  i n  t he  s ame  home .   S o  we  we re  now 

w i l l i n g  t o  s h a r e  o u r  e v e r y d a y  l i v e s .   A longs ide  i t ,  Dan i e l ,  f r om the  

expe r imen ta l  t hea t r e  g roup ,  was  a r r ang ing  f o r  h i s  p l ay  THE KING 

IN  YELLOW to  be  s t aged  a t  t he  P l ayhouse .   J e an  d idn ' t  l i k e  t he  

r ead ing  o f  t h i s  p l ay ,  t o  my  s l i gh t  d i s appo in tmen t  a s  I  t hough t  i t  was  

p i ece  o f  gen iu s .   She  t hough t  i t  pu t  women  down .   I  was  a s s igned  

t he  ro l e  o f  t he  t r amp  in  t he  p l ay .   I  moved  i n  a t  J ean ’ s  a r o u n d  t h e  

t ime  o f  my  12 th  o f  Apr i l - da t ed  b i r t hday .   G radua l l y ,  I  was  mov ing  

b i t s  and  p i ece s  f r om my  f l a t  t o  he r  house :  CDs ,  books ,  v ideos ,  e t c .   

I  c an ' t  r e a l l y  r e ca l l  whe the r  I  moved  exac t l y  a  l i t t l e  be f o r e  o r  a f t e r  

my  b i r t hday ,  a r r ang ing  w i th  he r  nex t  d oo r  ne ighbo r  t o  ge t  t he  r e s t  o f  

my  s tu f f  r emoved  t o  he r s .   On  t he  Sa tu rday  c lo se s t  t o  my  b i r t hday ,  

un l e s s  i t  was  t h e  d a y  o f  i t ,  m y  m a t e s  f r o m  N e w p o r t  D a v i d  B a i l i f f ,  

K e n n e t h  B a r n w o o d ,  M a r k  J o n e s - J o n e s ,  G r e g o r y  W i l l i a m s  a n d  J o h n n y  

D e v e r e u x  c a m e  t o  s e e  m e  a n d  w e r e  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  J e a n  a n d  h e r  

home .   Those  we re  t he  guys  I  spen t  my  l a s t  two  yea r s  i n  Newpor t  

w i t h .   They  we re / a r e  a  bunch  o f  a r t i s t s ,  poe t s ,  weed  l ov e r s ,  

a s t r o logy  en thus i a s t s  ( e t c . )  t ha t  we re / a r e  among  my  bes t  ma t e s .   

J e a n  g o t  f u n n y  w i t h  t h e m  c o m i n g  i n  h e r  h o u s e  a n d  I  t o o k  n o t i c e  b u t  

s a i d  n o t h i n g .   My  ma te s  spoke  t o  he r  k id s  no  p rob l em and  wen t  back  

t o  Newpor t ,  Sou th  Wa le s ,  apa r t  f r om Johnny  and  Grego ry  who  

a t t ended  my  b i r t hday  ga the r i ng  a t  my  f l a t  t he  s ame  Sa tu rday  

even ing .   P r e sen t s  a l so  we re  C la r a  and  he r  boy f r i end ,  N icho l a s  and  



Borsa l i nec .   J e an  j o ined  u s  l a t e r .   She  f e l t  d ep re s sed  and  su i c ida l  

be f o r e  mak ing  up  he r  m ind  t o  j o in  me  a t  t he  f l a t .   She  d id  have  a  

good  t ime  w i th  C la r a ,  g igg l i ng  and  l augh ing  a s  on ly  women  do  when  

t hey ' r e  t oge the r .   J e an ' s  f unny  mood  was  among  t he  f i r s t  o f  many  

t ha t  I  wou ld  come  to  know.   She  d id  buy  me  a  book  on  f a i r i e s  and  

s o m e  f a i r i e s  c a rd s  and  I  was  p l ea sed .  I  was  a l so  p l ay ing  t he  gu i t a r  

i n  he r  house ,  pu t t i ng  t o  mus i c  t he  devo t i ona l  poems  ded i ca t ed  t o  

M o t h e r  K a l i .   By  t he  way ,  t h i s  De i t y  c aused  t he  hos t i l i t y  o f  a l l  h e r  

f ami ly  t ow ards  he r  ho l i ne s s .   I  r e ca l l  t he  B l ack  Widow ca l l ed  he r  

" t h e  g o d  o f  dea th  and  de s t ruc t i on .   She—s h e  i s  a  g o d d e s s  n o t  a  

god—des t roys  t he  p sycho log i ca l  c r ap  w i th in  u s  t ha t  p r even t s  u s  

s e e i n g  G o d .   Bu t  t ha t  was  u se l e s s  t o  t r y  t e l l i ng  t hem any  o f  t ha t .   I  

bough t ,  I  r emember ,  J ean  a  CD o f  S iouxs i e ,  he r  f i r s t  Banshees  s i nce  

s h e  s t o p p e d  b u y i n g  t h e i r  v i n y l .   She  was  happy  and  may  have  

men t ioned  I  was  b r i ng ing  he r  f o rmer  s e l f  back  t o  he r ,  t he  one  be f o r e  

J o n a s .   We  we re  ge t t i ng  c lo se r  t o  t he  t ime  when  she  had  t o  l e ave  

Eng l and  f o r  C re t e  f o r  a  who le  f o r t n igh t .   He r  f ami ly  t u rned  up ,  a t  

he r  b i r t hday  I  t h ink ,  g iv ing  he r  p r e sen t s ,  a l l  more  o r  l e s s  r e l a t ed  t o  

he r  h o l i days .   C lo the s ,  ha t  and  o the r  ho l i day  s t u f f ,  e t c .   I  was  

anx ious ,  t ha t  I  r emember .   The  f ee l i ng  o f  d i s comf o r t  was  ge t t i ng  

s t r o n g e r .   I  a l so  even tua l l y  moved  in  he r s  and  we  had  a  d i s cus s ion  

w i t h  t h e  k i d s .   J a cky  Boy  ob j ec t ed  t o  my  l i v ing  w i th  t hem.   Ha r ry  

d idn ' t  s ay  much  bu t  d idn ' t  con t r ad i c t  h i s  b ro the r  e i t he r .  The i r  mum 

rea f f i rmed  he r  au tho r i t y  ove r  t he  cho i ce  made  by  he r  and  I ,  and  t hey  

s e e m e d  r e l u c t a n t l y  t o  ge t  on  w i th  i t .   To  be  hones t ,  i t  was  r ea l l y  

w e i r d  f o r  m e  t o o  a n d  I  d i d n ' t  f e e l  m u c h  c o m f o r t  i n  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n .   I  

w a n t e d  t o  m o v e  i n  h e r  h o u s e  t o  l i v e  w i t h  m y  l o v e  a n d ,  n o w  t h a t  w a s  

done  and  I  was  f i l l ed  w i th  wor r i e s .   I  f e l t  I  was  en t e r i ng  t he  k id s '  

t e r r i t o ry  and  t ha t  I  had  t o  t r e ad  ca r e f u l l y ,  wh ich  i s  e a s i e r  s a id  t han  

done  when  i t  comes  t o  me ,  e spec i a l l y  when  you ' r e  u sed  t o  be ing  t he  

e l ephan t  i n  t he  ch ina  shop .   So ,  even  t hough  I  spen t  mos t  o f  t he  



w e e k e n d s  o f  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  m o n t h s  w i t h  h e r  i n  h e r  h o u s e ,  now tha t  I  

have  moved ,  emp t i ed  t he  o ld  f l a t  o f  my  s t u f f  and  g iven  no t i c e ,  I  was  

f ee l i ng  uneas y  and  app rehens ive .   I  don ' t  know wh ich  n igh t  exac t l y  

bu t  i t  was  i n  t he  ve ry  ea r l y  days  o f  my  l i v ing  a t  J ean ' s ,  bu t  one  

n igh t  I  awoke  s c r eaming  coming  ou t  o f ,  more  t han  l i ke ly ,  a  

n igh tmare .   And ,  even  t hough  I  d idn ' t  r e ca l l  t he  co n t en t s  o f  t he  

n igh tmare ,  I  t hough t  i t  was  t o  do  w i th  me  l i v ing  he r e  and  some th ing  

bad  happe n ing ,  o r  some  c r ap  o f  t he  k ind .    

The  f ac t  t ha t  i t  was  t he  f i r s t  t ime  I  was  do ing  some th ing  l i ke  t h i s  

d idn ' t  add  t o  t he  much- needed  con f idence  t ha t  was  absen t .   

The  house  was  l oca t ed  i n  Whi tman ' s  B rook ,  on  47  L inwe l l  Road .   I t  

w a s  n o t  a  d e t a c h e d ,  o r  a  s e m i - de t ached  house .   The  f ron t  was  

l oca t ed  i n  wha t  shou ld  have  been  t he  back  and  v i ce  ve r s a .   The  back  

o f  t he  house  was  t he r e f o r e  t he  f ron t  o f  t he  house  a s  f a r  a s  ge t t i ng  i n  

and  ou t  was  conce rned .   The  house  had  a  ga rden  and  a  shade .   

P l a n k s  a n d  m a t t r e s s e s  w e r e  o u t s i d e  b y  t h e  k i t c h e n  w i n d o w .   Pa s t  t he  

k i t chen  and  you  we re  i n  t he  l i v ing  room.   Then  you  wen t  up  t he  

s t a i r s  a n d ,  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  a s c e n d i n g  s t e p s  w a s  J a c k y  B o y ' s  

bed room.   Oppos i t e  t he  s t a i r s ,  s l i gh t l y  t o  t he  r i gh t  hand  s i de  was  

H a r r y ' s  b e d r o o m ,  t h e  b i g g e s t  o f  a l l .   D i r ec t l y  oppos i t e  t he  s t a i r s  was  

J e a n '  b e d r o o m ,  a n d  t o  t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e m  w a s  t h e  ba th room.   The  ou t e r  

w a l l s  w e r e  g r a y ,  c o n c r e t e - s t y l e .   I n s ide  t he  house  we re  some  f r amed  

p i c tu r e s  r ep r e sen t i ng  K l imt ' s  pa in t i ngs  and  1930s ,  1940s  and  1950s  

o ld  adve r t s .   My  books  we re  sp r e ad  be tween  t he  l i v ing  room,  t he  

c lo se t  unde r  t he  s t a i r s  and  J ean ' s  bed room.  I  was  ge t t i ng  much  

ea r l i e r  t han  i n  my  f l a t  f o r  I  s t a r t ed  work ing  a t  s even  i n  t he  morn ing  

a t  WHSmi th .   So  I  was  ge t t i ng  up  ea r l i e r  and  she  was  s l e ep ing .   I  

w a s  p r e p a r i n g  m y s e l f ,  d o i n g  m y  d e v o t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e ,  e a t i n g  m y  

b r eak f a s t  and  wa lk ing  ha l f  an  hou r  f r om the  hous ing  e s t a t e  t o  t he  

w o r k p l a c e .   And  i t ' s  some th ing  I  d id  f o r  t h r ee  o r  f ou r  mon ths ,  un t i l  

my  work ing  hou r s  we re  comple t e ly  r e - a r r anged .   Now and  aga in ,  I  



no t i c ed  a  coup l e  wa lk ing  t owards  t he  t own  cen t e r ,  a ,  so r ry  t o  s ay ,  

qu i t e  f a t ,  o r  l e t ' s  s a y  f a r  f r o m  t h i n - s i z e d  l a d y  h o l d i n g  t h e  h a n d s  o f  a  

b l i nd  man ,  and  t he  two  ha lve s  o f  t he  coup l e ,  e spec i a l l y  t he  f ema le  

one ,  w i l l  en t e r  ou r  s t o ry  l a t e r  on .   I  d i dn ' t  l i k e  wa lk ing ,  apa r t  f r om 

a  f ew  r a r e  occa s ions ,  t o  my  workp l ace .   So  he r e  I  was  w i th  an  

a sp i r a t i on  s eeming ly  be ing  f u l f i l l ed ,  and  s t i l l  I  was  moan ing  abou t  

t he  wa lk ing  d i s t ance  and  t he  ea r l y  day  l i gh t  a spec t  o f  t he  s i t ua t i on .   

S o m e  p e o p l e  a r e  h a r d  t o  p l e a s e .   Meanwh i l e ,  t he  mo the r  o f  my  

N e w p o r t  m a t e ,  J o h n n y  D e v e r e u x ,  p a s s e d  a w a y  s u d d e n l y  a n d  I  w as  t o  

a t t end  t he  f une ra l  t ha t  was  t o  t ake  p l ace  i n  t he  f i r s t  week  J ean  and  

he r  k id s  we re  away  i n  C re t e .   The  l a s t  Monday  be f o r e  my  be loved ' s  

depa r tu r e ,  I  me t  w i th  Jo  w i th  whom I  u sed  t o  work  a t  G ia rd ino  Ca fé  

i n  t he  Beechwood  Arcade  wh i l e  I  was  a  s t uden t .   S he ' s  un f o r tuna t e ly  

a l coho l i c  and  I  had  a  f ew  d r inks  w i th  he r ,  cha t t i ng  abou t  l i f e  and  

ou r se lve s  and  I  r e t u rned  l a t e r  t o  J ean ’ s .   My  be loved  was  a  b i t  t aken  

aback  by  my  absence  and  r e - a s su red  when  I  go t  back  t o  my  new 

home .   The  31s t  o f  Apr i l  2003 ,  i . e .  on  t he  eve  o f  he r  depa r tu r e ,  was  

Be l t ane  and  was  a l so  t he  pe r i od  o f  t he  sun  t r an s i t i ng  i n  Tau rus  

c ro s s ing  he r  na t a l  Sa tu rn ,  a  l i t t l e  a f t e r  my  Nor th  Node  and  a  l i t t l e  

be f o r e  my  na t a l  Moon ,  and  so  we  ce l eb ra t ed  Be l t ane  by  a  

hand f a s t i ng  -  t he  neo - pagan  mar r i age  f o r  a  yea r  and  a  day  -  and  so  

w e  h a n d f a s t e d  o u r s e l v e s .   She  was  l a t e r  t o  t ake  a  d i s l i ke  o f  neo -

pagan i sm ,  no t  because  she  t hough t  i t  i nhe r en t l y  wrong  bu t  because  

o f  t he  coming  a s soc i a t i ons  t ha t  we re  t u rn ing  ou t  t o  be  sou r .   The  

hand f a s t i ng  was  r ea l l y  i n t ima t e  and  l ove - based .   Aga in ,  some  o f  my  

l i nge r ing  w as  conc re t i z ed  and  so  she  depa r t ed  t he  day  a f t e r  w i th  

J a c k y  B o y  a n d  H a r r y  t o  C r e t e ,  l e a v i n g  m e  a  l o v e l y  n o t e  a n d  t h e  

ca r e - t ak ing  o f  t he  house  f o r  a  f o r t n igh t  and  I  was  anx ious .   Ha r ry ' s  

dad  was  a l so  w i th  t hem.   

I  t hen  f o r  a  f o r t n igh t  woke  up  eve ryday  a t  abou t  5  o r  5 . 30  AM and  

w a l k e d  t h e  h a l f - an - hou r  be tween  J ean ' s  hous ing  e s t a t e  and  WHSmi th  



on  t he  h igh  s t r e e t  i n  t he  t own  cen t e r .   I  a l so  spen t  t he  f o r t n igh t  

c l e an ing  t he  o ld  f l a t  and  emp ty ing  t he  r ema in ing  con t en t s  w i th  

Bor sa l i nec .   I  h ad  i n  my  pos se s s ion  some  mush rooms  g iven  me  a  

w h i l e  b a c k  b y  a n  a c q u a i n t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  u n l e s s  I  h a d  

go t t en  t hem f rom Newpor t .   So  t he  f i r s t  weekend  she  and  t he  k id s  

w e r e  a w a y  i n  C r e t e ,  I  t o o k  t h e  m u s h r o o m s ,  s m o k e d  s o m e  hash ,  d id  a  

devo t i ona l  p r ac t i c e  t o  Mo the r  Ka l i ,  p l ayed  some  devo t i ona l  songs  on  

t he  gu i t a r  and  med i t a t ed  on  t he  f a i ry  ca rd s  J ean  o f f e r ed  me .   So  I  

w a s  h o p i n g  f o r  s o m e  h i g h  w i t h  t h e  m u s h r o o m s  t o  h e l p  c r e a t e  t h e  

r i gh t  a tmosphe re  f o r  some  ' sp i r i t ua l  work ' .   I n s t e a d  c a m e  s a d n e s s ,  

f e a r  and  anx i e ty  ove r  he r  be ing  aw ay  and  t h ings  no t  t u rn ing  ou t  

w e l l .   The  Monday  a f t e r  t he  mush rooms ,  I  wen t  down  to  Newpor t  a s  

I  had  t o  a t t end  t he  f une ra l  o f  my  ma te  Johnny ' s  mum.   My  mood  was  

r ea l  wor r i ed  and  my  conce rns  i n t e r f e r ed  w i th  t he  f une ra l  mood .   The  

f une ra l  ove r ,  I  r e t u rned  t o  N ew por t  hav ing  been  s t r uck  by  J ohnny  

and  h i s  dad  Bobby  t oge the r  shedd ing  t e a r s  a s  t he  co f f i n  was  moved  

i n to  t he  chu rch ,  un l e s s  we  we re  a l l  w i th in  t he  p l ace  o f  wor sh ip  

w h i l e  t h e y  w e p t .   My  mood  was  anx ious  bu t  g r adua l l y  c a lmed  down  

a s  t he  c l ean ing  up  and  r e s to r a t i on  o f  t he  o ld  f l a t  was  ge t t i ng  nea r  

r e so lu t i on .   J e an  and  I  spoke  eve ryday .   Du r ing  one  o f  t he  f i r s t  

conve r sa t i ons ,  she  t o ld  she  was  mi s s ing  me  and  was  nea r  w i l l i ng  t o  

t ake  a  p l ane  back  t o  Eng l a nd .   I  i n s i s t ed  she  d id  so .   So  ove r  t h i s  

f o r t n igh t  s he  t o ld  me  he r  ho l i days  anecdo t e s  o f  s ee ing  a  s p l end id  

s u n s e t  a n d  t h e  m o o n  o v e r  C r e t e ,  o f  h e r  m e e t i n g  a n  E n g l i s h  w o m a n  i n  

t he  ho t e l ,  o f  how a shamed  she  was  o f  some  o f  t he  Br i t s '  b ehav io r  i n  

C re t e ,  o f  how she  one  n igh t  had  a  r i de  on  a  mo to rb ike  d r i ven  by  a  

C re t an  guy  was  t ex t i ng  o r  execu t i ng  ano the r  f unc t i on  o f  h i s  mob i l e  

phone ,  o f  how she  ho ld  a  gun  one  even ing ,  o f  t he  bus  d r i ve r  t ak ing  

t hem to  a  Greek  wedd ing  and  d r i v ing  back  wh i l e  d runk  a long  na r row  

roads  meande r ing  round  t he  moun ta in  and  how she  had  an  

expe r i ence  o f  t he  Goddes s  v i a  some  s ea  cave  wh i l e  on  a  sho r t  boa t  



t r i p .   I  p l ayed  V ig i l an t e  8  o f t en  on  t he  k id s '  P l ays t a t i on  and  

managed  t o  ge t  t he  day  o f f  f o r  t he  F r iday  t ha t  was  t he  day  j u s t  a f t e r  

he r  r e t u rn .   Now I  was  ge t t i ng  impa t i en t  and  eage r  r a t he r  t han  

anx ious .   And  i n  t he  even ing  o f  he r  r e t u rn ,  I  d r ank  a  b i t  bu t  k ind  o f  

mode ra t e ly ,  p l ayed  some  Vig i l an t e  8  and  even tua l l y  she  r e tu rned  

w i t h  J o h n n y ,  n o w  b r o w n  b e f o r e  h e r .   She  t oo  was  sun - t anned .   I  t o ld  

t he  k id s  I  d idn ' t  wan t  any  d i s t u rbance  t ha t  n igh t  and  t he  morn ing  

a f t e r .   Wh i l e  go ing  up  t he  s t a i r s  w i th  he r ,  I  gen t l y  s l a p p e d  h e r  b u m  

and  she  p ro t e s t ed  wh i l e ,  so  i t  s e emed ,  en j oy ing  i t .   I  pu l l  downed  

he r  j e ans  sk i r t  and  r ea l i z ed  she  had  no  kn i cke r s  on .   Qu i t e  an  

ag reeab l e  su rp r i s e .   I  r emembered  he r  smi l i ng  i n  s exua l  an t i c i pa t i on  

ove r  me  pu l l i ng  down  the  sk i r t  and  be ing  a s ton i shed  s i gh t i ng  a  l a ck  

o f  f ema le  unde rwea r .   We  made  l ove ,  d r ank  some  Greek  o r  C re t an  

s p i r i t  s h e  b r o u g h t  b a c k  w i t h  h e r ,  t a l k e d  f o r  a  wh i l e ,  go t  d runk  and  

even tua l l y  wen t  t o  s l e ep .   She  gave  me  a  f ew  ho l i day  g i f t s  f r om 

Cre t e .   The  l a s t  t h ing  t o  men t ion  i s  my  pu t t i ng  up  images  o f  Ka l i ,  

f a i r i e s  and  t he  G oddes s  ove r  t he  hous e ' s  w a l l s  f o l l ow ing  J ean ' s  

r e commenda t i on  t ha t  I  shou ld  make  t h i s  house  my  t e r r i t o ry  a s  we l l .   

Those  images  we re  go ing  t o  be  mee t i ng  w i th  d i s app rova l  f r om Jean ' s  

f ami ly ,  and  e s pec i a l l y  f rom H ar ry  t o  s t a r t  w i th .  I t  was  n i ce  t o  have  

t he  day  o f f  a s  I  had  p robab ly  had  a  b i t  o f  a  hangove r  i n  any  ca se .   

The  day  a f t e r  t he  da y  o f f ,  t h a t  i s  t o  s ay  t he  f i r s t  Sa tu rday  a f t e r  

J e a n ' s  r e t u r n  f r o m  C r e t e ,  w a s  D a n i e l ' s  b i r t h d a y ,  a n d  a g a i n  a  p a r t y  

ensued  t ha t  i nc luded  mos t  o f  t he  expe r imen ta l  t hea t r e  g roup ,  excep t  

f o r  J ean .   I  t ook  ha l f  an  ec s t a sy  and  had  a  good  t ime .   Dan i e l ' s  

g i r l f r i end  was  d runk  and  do ing  he r  u sua l  d runken  f l i r t i ng  w i th  eve ry  

ma le  excep t  he r  ve ry  boy f r i end  whose  b i r t hday  i t  was .   She  wan t ed  

t o  k i s s  me ,  bu t  I  r e f u sed  and  gen t l y  pushed  he r  away .   C l a r a  and  he r  

o the r  ha l f  we re  go ing  back  t o  t he i r  p l ace  and  I  t ook  t he  t ax i  w i th  

t hem.   I n s ide  t he  veh i c l e ,  C l a r a  dep lo r ed  t he  amorous  advances  o f  

D a n i e l ' s  g i r l f r i e n d ,  f e e l i n g  s o r r y  f o r  h i m .   I  wa lked  f i f t e en  minu t e s  



pas t  t he  home- r e tu rn ing  coup l e ' s  house  and  wen t  back  home  f i nd ing  

J e a n  d r u m m i n g  s o m e  c o n g a  o r  A f r i c a n  d r u m  s h e  h a d  p r ev ious ly  

acqu i r ed  t h rough  he r  workp l ace .   She  he r s e l f  was  d runk  and ,  i f  I  go t  

t ha t  r i gh t ,  wen t  moody  a f t e r  I  l e f t  and  so  d runk  some  wine  and  

s t a r t e d  b e a t i n g  h e r  d r u m  t o  t a k e  h e r  m i n d  o f f  t h e  s u l k y  f e e l i n g .   We  

w e r e  O K  a f t e r  b u t  i t  d i d  l e a v e  a  b i t  o f  s o me th ing  i n  my  mind .   

A n o t h e r  ' s i g n '  o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  C l a r a ' s  h o u s e  w a r m i n g  p a r t y  w h i c h  

may  we l l  have  occu r r ed  a  week  a f t e r  Dan i e l ' s  b i r t hday  ga the r i ng .   

J e a n  h a d  d e c i d e d  t o  p u t  a  l o n g  p u r p l e - i sh  d r e s s  and  no  kn i cke r s  on .   

The  ga rden  was  na r row  and  C la r a ' s  pa r en t s  we re  o rgan i z ing  t he  

ba rbecue .   F r i ends  o f  C l a r a ' s  boy f r i end  t u rned  up  a s  we l l  a s  

Bo r sa l i nec ,  a s  f a r  a s  I  c an  r emember .   Bu t  J ean  d idn ' t  f e e l  a t  e a se  

and  so  we  l e f t  r e l a t i ve ly  ea r l y .   Bu  t h i s  was  maybe  an  ' omen '  o f  

w h a t  w a s  t o  c o m e  l a t e r .   I  r emember ,  on  t he  more  pos i t i ve  hand ,  u s  

w a l k i n g  i n  t h e  l o w e r  h i g h  s t r e e t  a n d  m e e t i n g  w i t h  C a t h e r i n e ,  J e a n ' s  

w o r k i n g - c l a s s  ma t e .   We  bough t  some  d r i nk  and  ended  up  i n  

Ca the r i ne ' s  ga rden ,  d r i nk ing ,  t a l k ing  and  smok ing  j o in t s  un t i l  qu i t e  

l a t e  i n  t he  even ing .   I  was  s t oned  and  was  l ook ing  w i th  bo th  

admi ra t i on  and  ado ra t i on  a t  beau t i f u l  and  s exy  J ean  w i th  he r  sun -

t anned  sk in  and  he r  j e ans  sk i r t .   Ano the r  even ing ,  J ean ,  J acky  Boy  

and  I  we re  a t  t he  Haymake r  pub  i n  J ean ' s  hous ing  e s t a t e .   And  J acky  

Boy  r e l a t ed  u s  a  d r eam,  r ea l  o r  un t rue ,  i n  wh ich  I  behaved  

i napp rop r i a t e ly  w i th  t he  k id s .   J e an  t o ld  h im  neve r  t o  s ay  such  

t h ings  and  I  men t ioned  t o  h im  hones t l y  wha t  my  f ee l i ngs  w e r e  f o r  

h i s  mum.   J acky  Boy  s eemed  s a t i s f i ed  w i th  i t .   I  a l so  had  a  d r eam in  

w h i c h  I  h a d  t h e  c h o i c e ,  s o  t o  s p e a k ,  b e t w e e n  J e a n  a n d  h e r  k i d s  a n d  a  

S h a r o n  S t o n e  t y p e  w o m a n .   I  was  d i s t r e s s ed  i n  t he  d r eam to  l e ave  

J e a n  a n d  h e r  k i d s  b e h i n d ,  s e e i n g  t h e m  g a t h e r e d  a n d  s m i l i n g .  The  

f i r s t  w eek  a f t e r  J ean ' s  r e t u rn  f rom Cre t e —i t  cou ld  have  been  a  

M o n d a y  w h e n  I  w a s  o f f  w ork — she  came  back  f rom work  and  t o ld  

me  an  i nc iden t  had  occu r r ed  i n  wh ich  Ha r ry  was  i nvo lved .   He  had  



r emoved  t he  Ka l i  p i c tu r e s  and  o the r  images  I  pu t  on  t he  wa l l s  o f  t he  

house .   J e an  and  I  we re  s i t t i ng  i n  t he  l i v ing  room l i s t en ing  t o  

H a r r y ' s  p r o b l e m s  w i th  t he  p i c tu r e s .   J e an  k ind  o f  a sked  me  wha t  was  

my  wi sh  and  I  an swered  I  wan t ed  t he  p i c tu r e s  back  on  t he  wa l l  bu t  

t ha t  Ha r ry  shou ld  dec ide  wh ich  one  shou ld  be  d i sp l ayed .   Ha r ry  

s e e m e d  h a p p y  e n o u g h  w i t h  t h a t  c o m p r o m i s e .   Bu t  t ha t  wasn ' t  t h e  end  

o f  t he  ' con t rove r sy '  su r round ing  t hose  p i c tu r e s .   One  day  J ean ' s  

pa r en t s  c ame  t o  s ee  he r  and  t he  k id s  and ,  a s  t hey  we re  dec id ing  t o  

r e t u rn  home ,  J ean ' s  dad  snee r ed  a t  one  o f  my  books  on  d ru id s  and  

s o m e  o f  t h e  K a l i  p i c t u r e s ,  i n v o k i n g ,  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  h i s  d i s a p p r o v al ,  

t he  INDIANA JONES f i lm  in  wh ich  Ka l i  i s  dep i c t ed  a s  a  goddes s  

en j oy ing  t he  s ac r i f i c e s  o f  ' i nnocen t s '  by  b lood - th i r s t y  cu l t i s t s .   To  

ques t i on  t he  ' c l a ims '  o f  t he  f i lm  by  s t a t i ng  t ha t  she  i n sp i r ed  one  o f  

t he  g r ea t e s t  o f  mode rn  Ind i a ' s  s a in t s ,  S r i  Ramakr i shna  who  l i ved  and  

d i ed  i n  t he  19 th  Cen tu ry ,  and  was ,  among  o the r  t h ings ,  t he  sp i r i t ua l  

f a t he r  o f  S w ami  V ivekananda ,  and  t ha t  A ldous  H ux ley  w ro t e  t he  

p r e f ace  o f  t he  Gospe l  o f  S r i  Ramakr i shna ,  was  a  was t e  o f  t ime .   

A n o t h e r  i n c i d e n t  i n v o l v e d  t h e  k i d s .   We  we re  a t  a  f ami ly  ga the r i ng  

f o r  t he  hous e  w a rming  pa r ty  o f  J ean ' s  younges t  s i s t e r ' s  new  f l a t  

w h i c h  s h e  s t a r t e d  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  h e r  b r o t h e r  M i k e  -  t h i s  was  t he  

he ro in - add i c t ed  f ema le  s i b l i ng  -  and  we  we re  smok ing  j o in t s  a f t e r  

J e a n ' s  p a r e n t s  a n d  g r a n dpa ren t s  l e f t  t he  apa r tmen t .   I  was  k ind  o f  

s u r v e y i n g  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  w a t c h i n g  H a r r y  w h o  s a w  h i s  m u m ,  

ob l i v ious  o f  t he  s i t ua t i on ,  hav ing  a  d r ag  o f  t he  j o in t  and  I  no t i c ed  

t he  f ac t  t o  he r ,  and  she  s a id  some th ing  l i ke :  "Oh  sh i t " .   Back  a t  he r  

house ,  Ha r ry  l e c tu r ed  u s  bo th  on  d rugs  and  t he  morn ing  a f t e r ,  bo th  

h im  and  J acky  Boy  wan t ed  t o  be  p l aced  i n  a  f o s t e r  home  un t i l  t h ey  

ca lmed  down  when  t he i r  s i s t e r ,  a l e r t ed  on  t he  phone  t ha t  t he i r  mum 

had  done  some th ing  ' b ad ' ,  t o l d  t hem:  " I s  t ha t  a l l ? "   She  was  k ind  o f  

s m o k ing  he r s e l f ,  a l t hough  qu i t e  mode ra t e ly ,  a s  t he  f u l l  t ime  

consumer  o f  dope  was  he r  boy f r i end .   Ha r ry  and  J acky  Boy  w e r e  



s p e n d i n g  s o m e  t i m e  o n  w e e kend  w i th  J ean ' s  younges t  s i s t e r ,  

Chan t a l ,  and  my  be loved  s t a r t ed  su spec t i ng  she  was  t e l l i ng  t hem 

th ings  abou t  he r  and  I  wh ich  was  t u rn ing  t he  k id s  aga in s t  u s .   One  

o f  t he  ' p rob l ems '  o f  me  mov ing  i n  was  t ha t  J ean  p romi sed  i n  f r on t  o f  

he r  f ami ly ,  some t imes  a f t e r  t he  end ing  o f  he r  f i r s t  ma r r i age ,  t ha t  

s h e  w o u l d  n e v e r  c o - hab i t a t e  w i th  a  man  a f t e r  wha t  happened  w i th  

J o n as ,  J a c k y  B o y ' s  d a d .   

S o  w e  h a d  t h o s e  f e w  c h i l d r e n - f r ee  w eekends  i n  w h ich  w e  exp lo r ed  

e ro t i c a  and  deepened  ou r  l ove  f o r  one  ano the r .   One  o f  t hose ,  wh ich  

t ook  p l ace  be f o r e  I  move d  i n ,  i nvo lved  u s  wa t ch ing  MOLL 

F L A N D E R S .   I  was  naked  and  she  was  d r e s sed  and  t he  who le  

expe r i ence  was  p ro f ound ly  e ro t i c .   I t  was  du r ing  t hose  weekends  

t ha t  I  p robab ly  c ro s s - d r e s sed ,  one  o f  my  ' hobb i e s '  wh i ch  I  t o ld  J ean  

p r e t t y  much  f rom the  s t a r t ,  a s  pa r t  o f  my  Goddes s - w o r s h i p p i n g  

expe r i ence ,  and  J ean  s eemed  t o  go  a long  w i th  t ha t ,  a l t hough  she  

w a s n ' t  t o o  s u r e  a b o u t  G o d  a s  a  M o t h e r .   She  was  a l so  c r i t i c a l  o f  t he  

f emin i s m  tha t  I  s t ud i ed  w h i l e  do ing  my  Women ' s  S tud i e s ,  and  s he  

d id  s ay  she  t hough t  my  i nves t i ga t i on  o f  s i ng l e  mo the r s  wasn ' t  r e a l l y  

w h a t  t h e y  e x p e r i e n c e ,  i n  h e r  o p i n i o n .   I ' m  no t  su r e  when  ou r  ' s o f t '  

s a d o - masoch i sm  s t a r t ed ,  bu t  s h e  t o l d  m e  t h a t ,  o n e  e v e n i n g—F r i d a y  

o r  Sa tu rday ,  she  s t r i pped  naked  i n  f r on t  o f  ma l e s  and  t hey  we ren ' t  

expec t i ng  i t  and  she  was  k ind  o f  d i r ec t i ng  t hem.   She  t o ld  me  a l so  

s h e  h a d  s e x  w i t h  G o d  o n e  d a y .   She  was  mas tu rba t i ng  and  

' s ome th ing '  t ook  ove r  and  she  expe r i enced  wha t  she  de sc r i be s  a s  

hav ing  s ex  w i th  God .   The  way  she  t o ld  me  t ha t  and  t he  cando r  i n  

w h i c h  i t  w a s  e x p r e s s e d  l e f t  n o  r e a s o n  t o  d o u b t  h e r  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d ,  

t o  t h i s  day ,  I  s t i l l  r e ckon  she  ha d  expe r i enced  a  f o rm  o f  ' numinous '  

s e x .   Bu t  t he  s ex  was  go ing  t o  be  p rob l ema t i c  f o r  u s  f o r  a  wh i l e .    

I  h ad  some  ' t r oub l e '  w i t h  my  manhood  an d ,  one  morn ing ,  we  we re  

go ing  t o  t he  s ex  c l i n i c  i n  t he  Gene ra l  Hosp i t a l ,  a f t e r  hav ing  ag reed  

t o  an  appo in tmen t .   I  r emember  J ean  be ing  s exy  i n  he r  j e ans  sk i r t  



and  he r  l i gh t  b lue  l i gh t  t op  r evea l i ng  he r  s ensua l  b r ea s t s .   So  we  

w e n t  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a n d ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  s h e  w e n t  f i r s t  t o  t h e  s e x  c l i n i c .   

Then  i t  was  my  tu rn ,  and  I  l ay  on  a  t ab l e  su r rounded  by  f ema le  

nu r se s  an d  s t uden t s  l ook ing  a t  and  ' man ipu l a t i ng '  my  gen i t a l i a .   

La t e r  on ,  J ean  spoke  t o  me  a l a rmed  t ha t  I  was  t he  sou rce ,  a cco rd ing  

t o  t he  hosp i t a l ,  o f  t he  ' t r oub l e '  s ugges t i ng  I  had  go t t en  t he  

i nconven i ence  f rom somebody  e l s e .   Th i s  news  may  have  sown  in  

J e a n ' s  m ind  doub t  a s  t o  my  f a i t h f u lne s s  t o  he r .   Bu t  f a i t h f u l  I  

r ema ined  and  I  t hough t  t he  ' t r oub l e '  may  have  come  f rom C la r a ,  bu t  

t he  l a t t e r  den i ed  i t .   So ,  t ha t  c r ea t ed  a  b i t  o f  po t en t i a l  f o r  

m i sunde r s t and ing  be tween  u s ,  and  t he  r ehea r sa l  f o r  t he  KING IN  

Y E L L O W  con t inued .   I  commun ica t ed  t o  J ean  t he  de s i r e  o f  Dan i e l  t o  

ge t  a  f ew  more  ex t r a s  f o r  t he  p l ay ,  howeve r  I  k ind  o f  d i s cou raged  

J e a n  f rom  do ing  so  on  accoun t  o f  he r  no t  l i k ing  t he  p l ay .   The  t h ing  

w a s ,  s h e  g o t  s u s p i c i o u s  a s  t o  w h y  I  d i d n ' t  e s p e c i a l l y  w a n t  h e r  i n  t he  

p l ay .   I  j u s t  l e t  i t  go  and  t ha t  was  i t ,  bu t  a  f u r t he r  doub t  was  i n  he r  

m ind .  O n e  T h u r s d a y  e v e n i n g  we  wen t  t o  t he  P l ayhouse  and  J ean  t o ld  

H a r r y  s h e  w o u l d  p h o n e  h i m  a t  1 0  o r  1 0 . 3 0 .   She  was  i n  a  j o l l y  mood  

f ue l l ed  by  a  f ew  d r inks  and  I  t hen  l ooked  a t  my  wa tch —or  my  

mob i l e —to  check  t he  t ime —i t  was  a round  o r  pa s t  10 .30  PM —and  

to ld  J ean  who  u t t e r ed  an  "Oh  sh i t ! "   She  even tua l l y  phoned  h im .   On  

t he  way  back ,  she  wan t ed  t o  s t op  a t  Bo r sa l i nek  f o r  f u r t he r  d r i nks ,  

w h i c h  I  w a s  o p p o s e d  t o ,  a s  s h e  h a d  t o  w o r k  the  day  a f t e r ,  and  so  d id  

I .   She  gave  i n  t o  my  i n s i s t ence  and  we  wen t  back  home .   Maybe  

s o m e  w i l l  a c c u s e  m e  o f  a  p a t e r n a l i s t i c  p a t r i a r c h a l  a t t i t u d e ,  b u t  s h e  

t hanked  me  t he  day  a f t e r  f o r  no t  g iv ing  i n  t o  he r  w i sh  f o r  f u r t he r  

d r i nks  a s  t he  t ime  was  l a t e  and  s h e ,  a s  p r e v i o u s l y  s a i d ,  h a d  t o  w o r k  

t he  morn ing  a f t e r .   A t  ano the r  even ing  a t  t he  P l ayhouse  she  s aw  in  a  

r a t he r  more  ' twa t '  a t t i t ude .   She  was  en joy ing  he r s e l f  and  

s o c i a l i z i n g  a n d  s h e  w a s  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  a u d i t i o n  f o r  t h e  a u t u m n  m u s i c  

ha l l .   I  was  on  ba r  du ty  and  had  a  f ew  d r inks .   I  t o l d  he r  no t  t o  



s p e a k  t o  g u y s  i n  a  f l i r t i ng  manne r ,  o r  wha t eve r  o the r  sh i t  I  t o ld  he r .   

S h e  t o l d  m e  " n o t  t o  g i v e  h e r  a n y  b o l l o c k i n g . "   I  was  be ing  i n secu re  

and  I  d id  f ee l  k ind  o f  t he  l i ke  i n  t he  house  t ha t ,  i n  June  o f  t h i s  yea r ,  

2003 ,  I  f e l t  compe l l ed  t o  r e sume  my  TARA p rac t i c e  f o r ,  be f o r e  t he  

i n t e rven t i on  o f  Mo the r  Ka l i ,  I  was  k ind  o f  Mahayan i s t ,  p r ac t i c i ng  

t he  "p r a i s e s  and  r eques t s  t o  t he  21  TARAs" .   My  sp i r i t ua l  men to r  

even  t o ld  me  t ha t  i t  was  no t  r e a l l y  app rop r i a t e  t o  ado re  Ta ra  i n  t he  

even ing  and  Ka l i  i n  t he  morn ing  a s  i t  r e a l l y  shou ld  have  been  t he  

o the r  way  round ,  and  t ha t  t o  ado re  two  goddes se s  f r om two  d i f f e r en t  

t r ad i t i ons  was  a  s i l l y  i dea  anyway .   

A  g o o d  i n s t a n c e  o f  t h e  p o s i t i v e  m o m e n t s  i n  o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w a s  m e  

pu t t i ng  one  o f  he r  poems  i n to  mus i c ,  a s  a  song .   The  poem was  

composed  i n  a  s i ng l e  b low  so  t o  speak  du r ing  an  a f t e rnoon  wh i l e  she  

w a s  i n  h e r  w o r k p l a c e .   The  ve r s e s  r e ad  a s  f o l l ows :   

" I  s a t  a n d  d r e w  m y  n a m e  i n  t h e  s a n d  I  l e f t  my  name  so  t ha t  you  

cou ld  r ead  I t  and  know tha t  I  had  been  t he r e .  D i d  y o u  r e a d  m y  n a m e  

be f o r e  t he  t i de  Came  in  and  washed  my  name  away?  I  hea rd  you r  

name  i n  t he  c r a sh ing  o f  t he  waves .  Y o u  l e f t  y o u r  n a m e  s o  t h a t  I  

cou ld  hea r  I t  and  know tha t  you  had  been  t he r e .  I  hea rd  you r  name  

be f o r e  t he  t i de  w e n t  O u t  a n d  t o o k  y o u r  n a m e  a w a y . "   

I t ' s  f unny  bu t ,  apa r t  f r om the  go ing  t o  Dan i e l ' s  house  f o r  t he  

r ehea r s a l  o f  t he  KING IN  YELLOW,  t he  two  devo t i ona l  p r ac t i c e s  

done  t he  wrong  way  round ,  my  gu i t a r  p l ay ing  and  so  on ,  Ju ly  2003  

appea r s  d im  in  t e rms  o f  t he  r e co l l e c t i on  o f  my  r e l a t i onsh ip  w i th  

J e a n .   I  r emember  f e e l i ng  i n secu re  bu t  t ha t ' s  abou t  i t .   I t  may  have  

been  i n  t h i s  pe r i od  t ha t  Ha r ry  knew I  was  c ro s s - d r e s s ing ,  a l t hough  

due  t o  h i s  l a ck  o f  r e ac t i on ,  we  t hough t  no th ing  more  o f  i t .   The  end  

o f  Ju ly  i s  be t t e r  r e co l l e c t ed  w i th  t he  da t e  o f  t he  KING IN  YELLOW 

pe r f o rmance  ge t t i ng  c lo se r .   I  don ' t  know the  exac t  t ime  happen ing  

o f  t he  i nc iden t  t o  be  men t ioned ,  bu t  i t  was  du r ing  one  o f  t he  l a s t  



r ehea r s a l s  o f  t he  p l ay .   J e an  was  i n  P l ayhouse ' s  r oom 4  w i th  mos t  o f  

t he  ca s t ,  i n c lud ing  myse l f ,  when  J enny—the  one  who  s eeming ly  

w a n t e d  m e  i n  l a t e  2 0 0 2— tu rned  up  i n  an  o ld  f a sh ioned  bu t  p r e t t y  

d r e s s  and  she  d id  l ook  p r e t t y  i n  t h i s  a t t i r e .   Bu t  J ean ' s  eye s  no t i c ed  

my  admi r ing  J enny ' s  l ook  a  f i r s t  t ime  and  my  be loved  wen t  

down s t a i r s  t o  t h e  P l a y h o u s e  b a r .   I  f o l l owed  he r ,  conce rned ,  and  she  

t o ld  me  she  was  a l l  r i gh t ,  j u s t  a  b i t  down .   A  s econd  t ime  happened  

and  t h i s  t ime  she  d id  a sk  me  ang ry  wha t  t he  he l l  I  was  up  t o ,  and  I  

w a s  b e w i l d e r e d  t i l l  s h e  t o l d  m e  s h e  n o t i c e d  m y  e y e s  s p ark l i ng  when  

no t i c i ng  J enny ' s  l ook .   I  h ad  no  i n t en t i on  a t  a l l  o f  go ing  any  f u r t he r  

w i t h  J enny  and  t h i s  was  t he  f i r s t  b ig - t ime  man i f e s t a t i on  o f  J ean ' s  

j e a lo u s y  w h o  h as  f o u r  p l an e t s  i n  Tau r u s  an d  o n e  i n  S co r p io .   So ,  

a s t r o log i ca l l y ,  t he  j e a lousy  i s  r e a l .   The  day  a f t e r ,  we  had  t r oub l e  

mend ing  ou r  r e l a t i onsh ip  and  she  was  c l ea r l y  upse t .   I t  was  t ough  

f o r  me  t o  r ea s s u re  he r .   I  h ad  no  de s igns  a t  a l l  t owa rds  J enny  bu t ,  

w i t h  t h e  ' t r o u b l e '  o n  t h e  m a n h o o d  I  h a d  n o t  l o n g ,  t h a t  w a s  a  n e w  

p i ece  o f  ' ev idence '  aga in s t  me  so  t o  speak .   The  KING IN  YELLOW 

w a s  p e r f o r m e d  t h r e e  t i m e s .   Be f o re  t ha t ,  we  spen t  an  en t i r e  Sunday  

a f t e rnoon  f o r  t he  d r e s s  r ehea r sa l  and  t ha t  was  c l aus t rophob i c  

enough .   I  was  ge t t i ng  impa t i en t  and  J ean  was  ge t t i ng  c l ea r l y  

d i s t r e s s ed  and  my  impa t i ence  i nc r ea sed  s ee ing  he r  i n  t h i s  s t a t e .   The  

l a s t  o f  t he  pe r f o rmances  was  t he  l a s t  s t r aw  f o r  me .   One  o f  t he  g i r l s ,  

A m a n d a ,  t o o k  a  p i c t u r e  o f  J e n n y  w h o  h a p p e n e d  t o  s i t  unexpec t ed ly  

be s ide s  me .   I  go t  pan i cky  due  t o  J ean ' s  f e e l i ngs  and  t hough t  o f  

w a r n i n g  h e r  s o  t ha t  t he r e  wou ldn ' t  be  any  mi sunde r s t and ings .   Bu t  

a s  soon  a s  I  men t ioned  J enny ' s  name ,  J ean  s a id  some th ing  l i ke :  " I  

don ' t  wanna  know."   So  I  go t  r e a l l y  f r u s t r a t ed  and  ang ry  t r y ing  t o  

mend  some th ing  and  mak ing  t h ings  wor se .   I  go t  d runk  and  

de sponden t ,  c ry ing  my  d i s t r e s s  a f t e r  t he  end  o f  t he  pe r f o rmance .   

P e o p l e  c o n g r a t u l a t e d  m e  a f t e r  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  b u t  I  d i d n ' t  g i v e  a  

f uck .   Th i s  was  r ea l l y  a  bad  even ing  f o r  me .   I  ended  up  a t  J ean ' s ,  



d runk  and  agon i z ing ,  and  she  t hough t  o f  f i n i sh ing  w i th  me  when ,  a l l  

o f  a  sudden ,  t he  moan ing  subs ided  and  t he  smi l e  r e tu rned  t o  my  f ace  

w h e n  I  r e a l i z e d  w e  w e r e  h o m e .   I  ha rd ly  had  any  r eco l l e c t i on  o f  

go ing  home  and  t he  con t i nua t i on  o f  my  d runken  p ro t e s t .   A l l  t h i s  

w a s  r e l a t e d  t o  m e  b y  J e a n .   The  day  a f t e r  was  spen t ,  a s  f a r  a s  I  was  

conce rned ,  i n  r e cove ry  f rom bo th  a  bad  hangove r  and  t he  t r auma  

tha t  t he  p r ev ious  even ing  s i t ua t i on  ha s  b rough t  upon  me .   

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  I  w a s  o n  h o l i d a y  f o r  I  c o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e  g o n e  t o  w o r k  i n  

t he  s t a t e  I  was  ( I  ha t e  a l coho l ) .   We  l a t e r  wen t  t o  a  v ideo  shop  t o  

choose  a  f i lm  to  wa t ch  l a t e r  and  we  bo th  a t  t he  s ame  momen t  

s e l e c t e d  t he  s a m e  m o v i e ,  w h i c h  w a s  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  t e l e p a t h y  

be tween  u s .   The  mov ie  was  abou t  an  Ind i an  pa s s ing  h imse l f  f o r  a  

s e x  g u r u  t o  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  a  U S  c i t y  s o  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  g e t  a  

comf o r t ab l e  l i v ing .   I  was  s t i l l  i n t o  ' Ka l i '  and  J ean  was  s t i l l  i n t o  

' K r i shna ' .   We ,  I  be l i eve ,  pe r f o rmed  ano the r  hand f a s t i ng  f o r  t he  day  

a f t e r  I  was  go ing  t o  go  away  f o r  9  days ,  t o  t he  Goddes s  Conf e r ence  

i n  G la s tonbu ry ,  wh ich  was  go ing  t o  be  my  th i rd  a t t endance  a t  t he  

even t .   I  booked  t he  even t  s l i gh t l y  p r i o r  t o  ' ma t i ng '  w i th  J ean .   I  

r emember  t he  Sa tu rd ay ,  t he  day  a f t e r  ' r e cove ry  day ' ,  I  wen t  t o  

G l a s t o n b u r y ,  l e a v i n g  b y  t a x i  a n d  t e a r s  w e r e  w e l l i n g  u p  i n  J e a n ' s  

eye s  and  she  gave  me  a  ' come - back - s o o n '  g o o dbye .   Tha t  was  and  i s  

s t i l l  m o v i n g .   I  s t opped  a t  my  Br i s t o l - l i v ing  a s t ro loge r  f r i end  Mark  

J o n e s - J o n e s  b e f o r e  t a k i n g  t h e  c o a c h  f o r  G l a s t o n b u r y .   I  r emember  

h im  t e l l i ng  me  t he r e  was  a  l o t  o f  j e a lousy  i n  J ean  when  I  t o ld  h im  

abou t  he r  f ou r  p l ane t s  i n  Tau rus .   I  a l so  t o ld  h im  he r  l ove  t o  me  was  

more  d i r ec t ,  l e s s  f i l t e r ed  t han  mine  t o  he r .   He  answered  me  t ha t ' s  

o f t en  t he  ca se  w i th  guys .   

S o  w e  h a d  s t a r t e d  o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  J a n u a r y  

2003 ,  deepen ing  ou r  mu tua l  l ove  by  my  s t ay ing  a t  he r  du r ing  

w e e k e n d s  a n d  m y  g o i n g  t o  s e e  h e r  f i n i s h  w o r k  o n  F r i d a y ,  a m o n g  t h e  

l e a rn ing  d i s ab i l i t y  f o lk s  and  t he  r e s t  o f  t he  s t a f f ,  o r  i n  s i t t i ng  a t  t he  



Y a t e s  d r i n k i n g  b e e r  o r  c o f f e e .   We ' ve  done  t oge the r  t he  

demons t r a t i on  aga in s t  t he  wa r ,  exp lo r ed  b i t s  and  p i ece s  o f  e ro t i c a  

f o r  ou r s e lve s ,  combined  ou r  t a l en t s  w hen  I  t u rned  one  o f  he r  poems  

i n to  a  song  and  pe r f o rmed  ou r  hand f a s t i ng  on  t he  eve  o f  he r  mov ing  

away  t o  Cre t e  f o r  a  f o r t n igh t .   I  moved  i n to  he r  house  a round  t he  

t ime  o f  my  b i r t hday  and  my  mov ing  i n  was  t he  end  o f  t he  

' honeymoon '  o f  ou r  r omance  f o r  t h ings  we re  ge t t i ng  s e r i ous  now.   

H e r  k i d s  w e r e n ' t  t o o  h a p p y  t o  s t a r t  w i t h ,  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  n o t  t o  b e  t o o  

happy  abou t  i t .   I  f e l t  k i nd  o f  vu lne r ab l e  hav ing  l e f t  beh ind  t he  

' s e cu r i t y '  o f  l i v ing  s i ng l e .   A f t e r  she  came  back  f rom Cre t e ,  t he r e  

w a s  s o m e  ' t r o u b l e '  w i t h  m y  m a n h o o d ,  w h i c h  s e e m e d  t o  c a s t  

s u s p i c i o u s  l i g h t  o n  m y  f a i t h f u l n e s s .   We  nea r l y  sp l i t  up  du r ing  t he  

pe r f o rmance  o f  t he  KING IN  YELLOW ove r  me  f i nd ing  J enny  p r e t t y  

i n  he r  t hea t r e  a t t i r e ,  even  t hough  I  d id  no t  d r eam o f  have  any th ing  

t o  do  w i th  he r ,  apa r t  f r om the  acqua in t ancesh ip  deve loped  i n  t he  

t hea t r e  g roup  i n  wh ich  bo th  J ean  and  I  we re  member s .   The  KING IN  

Y E L L O W  c r e a t e d  t e n s i o n  b e t w e e n  B o r s a l i n e c  a n d  N i c h o l a s  a s  w e l l ,  

and  J ean  neve r  wan t ed  any th ing  t o  do  aga in  w i th  "heavy"  

expe r imen ta l  t hea t r e .   Now I  was  go ing  t o  t he  Goddes s  Con f e r ence  

i n  t he  pa r t i a l  hope  o f  r e f r e sh ing  myse l f  a f t e r  t he  d r a s t i c  

deve lopmen t s  i n  my  eve ryday  l i f e .   As  a  ma t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  ou r  

r e l a t i onsh ip  was  go ing  t o  be  even  more  s e r i ous ly  cha l l enged  a  l i t t l e  

w h i l e  a f t e r  m y  r e t u r n  f r o m  t h e  G o d d e s s  C o n f e r e n c e .  The  Goddes s  

Con f e r ence  d id  p rov ide  a  needed  b r eak ,  and  i t  was  more  a  

p i l g r image  t han  a  ho l i day .   I  d id  no t  have  t o  buy  t he  t i cke t  a s  I  go t  

i t  i n s t ead  by  do ing  vo lun t a ry  work  a t  t he  Conf e r ence .   I  h ad  now 

and  aga in s t  t o  l ook  a f t e r  Mon ique  Shoe ,  one  o f  t he  ma in  gues t s  and  

s p e a k e r s .   She  was ,  i n  my  mind ,  one  o f  t he  ' gu ru s '  o f  pagan  

f emin i s m  and  w e  had  exc i t i ng  i n t e l l e c tua l  exchanges .   One  needed  

t o  l ook  a f t e r  he r  a s  she  was  un f o r tuna t e ly  su f f e r i ng  f rom a  t e rmina l  

d i s ea se .   To  t h i s  day ,  i t  s t i l l  h a s  been  an  hono r  and  a  p r i v i l ege  t o  



a t t end  t o  he r  needs ,  howeve r  i nadequa t e ly  I  may  have  done  t he  j ob .   

A  p r e - f une ra l  o r  hea l i ng  ce r emony  w as  pe r f o rmed  t o  he lp  he r  i n  he r  

i l l ne s s .   Rae the l i a  Bae th ,  a  mode rn  w i t ch ,  gave  a  f a r - r each ing  t a l k  

on  f a i r i e s  wh ich  enab l ed  me  t o  compa re  t hem wi th  t he  Dak in i s  o f  

T ibe t an  t r ad i t i on .   The  l o r e  s ay ing  t ha t  f a i r i e s  d i s l i ke  d i shones t  

f e l l ow s  h i t  a  cho rd  w i th in  me  t ha t  I  haven ' t  qu i t e  managed  t o  

unde r s t and ,  howeve r  r e a l  even  t hough  no t  qu i t e  a r t i cu l a t ed  t he  

f ee l i ng  w as  and  i s .   I  a l so  phoned  J ean  eve ryday  and  s en t  he r ,  a l so  

eve ryday ,  a  poem I  wou ld  wr i t e  f o r  he r ,  maybe  i n f l uenced  by  t he  

mood  o f  t he  Goddes s  Conf e r ence .   He re  t hey  a r e ,  s imp le  t h ings ,  

a l t hough  no t  i n  a  ch rono log i ca l  o rde r :   

H O W  B E A U T I F U L When  I  s ee  you  S l e e p i n g  T rances  t ake s  

ou r  Re ma in ing  T rans f i gu red  When  I  s ee  you  S l e e p i n g  I  s i gh  I  

s i g h  " H o w  B e a u t i f u l "  Lov ing  you  f o r  eve r   

M E E T I N G D e a r e s t  o n e  Y o u r  h a n d  o n  m e  h e a r t  M e  h a n d  o n  y o u r  

hea r t  F e e l  t h e  p u l s e  F e e l  t h e  p u l s e  M y  h e a r t  i s  m e l t i n g  Whi l e  t he  

pu l s e  Boom boom boom M e l t i n g  b i g  t i m e  M e l t i n g  b i g  b i g  

t ime  M e l t i n g  b i g  b i g  b i g  t i m e  I  l ove  you  I  m i s s  you  I  ado re  you  M a y  

ou r  l ove  Be  a  p r aye r  t o  t he  l a dy  A n d  h e r  c o n s o r t  S U R R E N D E R The  

s o u n d  o f  t h e  Twi l i gh t  zone  The  vo i ce  o f  c l ouds  V e i l i n g  t h e  s k y  The  

w a v e s  s t a t i n g  The i r  r u th l e s snes s  The  ea r t h  devou r ing  Coun t l e s s  

ex i s t ences  Bu t  you  appea r  Bu t  you  a r e  he r e  Bu t  you  t ake  me  Bu t  you  

k i s s  me  Bu t  you  l ove  me  A n d  I  l o v e  y o u  S u r r e n d e r  S E N S U A L  A N D  

N A U G H T Y  G A M E S S h e  i s  s o  s e n s u a l  N a ugh ty  games  A f f e c t i o n a t e  

naugh ty  games  Lov ing  naugh ty  games  M y  b e l o v e d  l o v e s  m e  A n d  I  

l ove  he r  N a u g h t y  g a m e s  S p a n k i n g  a n d  v i b r a t o r s  I  me l t  l i ke  an  i c e  

cube  In  t he  midd l e  o f  Aus t r a l i a  Because  i t ' s  ho t  H o t  w i t h  l o v e ,  s e x ,  

c a r e s se s  K i s s e s ,  s p a n k i n g ,  v i b r a t o r s  Wow  Bu t  l ove  unde r  t he  

s t a r s  Wha t  a  n i ce ,  l ove ly ,  w icked  P i e c e  I  m i s s  you .   I  l ove  you  I  

m i s s  you .   I  l ove  you   



V E R Y  S O O N I  soon  shou ld  be  back  V e r y  s o o n  t o  o f f e r  Y o u  m y  

love  V e r y  s o o n  t o  c a r e s s  Y o u r  p r i n c e s s  s k i n  V e r y  s o o n  t o  

amuse  Y o u  w h e n  I  a m A  n a k e d  dance r  V e r y  s o o n  t o  i n f l a m e  Y o u r  

hea r t  a s  m ines  I s  bu rn ing  f o r  you  V e r y  s o o n  t o  p l u n g e  In to  you r  

eyes  A n d  k i s s  y o u r  s o u l  I  l ove  you   

The re  we re  l o t s  o f  goddes s  pa in t i ngs  and  a r tworks ,  and  among  t he se  

w a s  t h e  d r a w i n g  o f  t h i s  w o m a n  h o l d i n g  a  s p i r a l  m a z e  i n  h er  hands  

w h i l e  c r o s s - l egged .   Fo r  s o m e  r e a s o n ,  t h i s  d r a w n  w o m a n—w h o m  I  

w o u l d  d e f i n i t e l y  d e s c r i b e  a s  ' T a u r u s '  a n d  ' V e n u s '  l i k e ,  w a s  a l s o  

r ep r e sen t i ng  J ean  a s  we l l .   I t ' s  a s  i f  t he  f ema le  a r t i s t  ha s  connec t ed  

w i th  a  goddes s  a r che type  t ha t  was  a l so  a l i ve  i n  J ean .   O r  maybe  t he  

f ema le  i l l u s t r a to r  connec t ed  i n  a  ' t e l epa th i c '  and  ' uncons c ious '  w ay  

t o  J e an  and  myse l f  and ,  a s  a  r e su l t ,  h ad  d r awn  th i s  p i c tu r e .   

P r o b a b l y  t o o  f a r - f e t ched !   The  F r iday  even ing  o f  t he  Conf e rence —

w h i c h  w a s  d u e  t o  f i n i s h  t he  S unday  r i gh t  a f t e r —s a w  m e  a g i t a t e d  

w i t h i n .   I t  was  maybe  due  t o  t he  f ac t  t ha t  J ean  t o ld  me  she  was  

go ing  ou t  w i th  J enny  t o  t he  F i sh  and  F idd l e  n igh t c lub  a f t e r  t he i r  

r ehea r s a l  f o r  t he  coming  au tumn  mus i c  ha l l .   The  day  a f t e r ,  J e an  

t o ld  me  she  b rough t  J enny  back  t o  t he  house  w i th  two  unknown  guys  

me t  i n  t he  c lub .   I  wasn ' t  p l e a sed  w i th  t ha t  and  had  t o  c a l l  he r  

s t a t i n g  m y  d i s p l e a s u r e .   She  s a id  she  wasn ' t  p l e a sed  e i t he r  t o  have  

b rough t  two  guys  and  a  woman  i n  t he  i n t ima t e  s anc tua ry  t ha t  was  

ou r  bed room.   F rom a  guy  who  was  a t t end ing  a  f emin i s t  con f e r ence ,  

t h i s  may  s eem to  be  a  c a se  o f  pa t r i a r cha l  hypoc r i sy ,  bu t  t he  po in t  

w a s  I  s u f f e r e d  e n o u g h  o f  t h e  s u s p i c i o n  o v e r  m y  m a n h o o d ' s  ' t r o u b l e '  

and  t he  un rea l  i n t en t i ons  t ha t  J ean  t hough t  I  had  t owards  J enny ,  t ha t  

i t  s e emed  she  wasn ' t  b e ing  ve ry  f a i t h f u l - l i ke  by  i nv i t i ng  two  

unknown  guys  back  t o  t he  p l ace  i n  wh ich  we  we re  bo th  s l e ep ing ,  

t a l k ing ,  mak ing  l ove  and  wor sh ipp ing—al though ,  conce rn ing  t he  

l a s t ,  I  was  t he  one  do ing  mos t  o f  t he  j ob ,  a t  l e a s t  ex t e rna l l y  t h rough  

a  r i t ua l  p r ac t i c e .   I n  bo th  he r  c a se  and  my  ca se ,  we  we re  bo th  



' i nnocen t ' .   A t  l e a s t ,  h e r  do ing  t he  b lunde r  was  f e l t  by  me  a s  some  

k ind  o f  ba l anc ing  t h ing .   I  was  su sp i c ious ,  bu t  so  was  she  a l so .   

Con t r a ry  t o  me  when  I  f e l t  d ep re s sed  a t  t he  s t a r t  o f  he r  ho l i day  i n  

C re t e  and  i nc r ea s ing ly  more  on  f o rm  a s  t he  da t e  o f  he r  r e t u rn  was  

ge t t i ng  c lo se r ,  f o r  he r  i t  was  t he  o the r  way  round .   She  f e l t  b e t t e r  a t  

t he  s t a r t  and ,  a s  my  r e tu rn  was  ge t t i ng  c lo se r ,  she  f e l t  more  

downh i l l  no t ,  a s  cou ld  be  t hough t  t hough  t he r e  may  be  some  

unconsc ious  t r u th  e spec i a l l y  when  v i ewed  i n  t he  l i gh t  o f  wha t  was  

t o  come  a f t e r ,  by  he r  d r ead ing  my  r e tu rn  bu t  i t  was  due  t o  he r  

d r ead ing  my  p ro longed  absence .   A t  l e a s t  t ha t  was  wha t  she  t o ld  

me .   Some  cou ld  s ay  she  l i ed  t o  p l ea se  me .   Bu t  I ' v e  s een  t he  p roo f  

o f  he r  s t a t emen t ,  and  t he  ev idence  was  i n  t he  t e a r s  we l l i ng  up  i n  he r  

eye s  a s  I  was  l e av ing  f o r  t he  r a i lway  s t a t i on  by  t ax i .    I  h ad  c ro s s -

d r e s sed  f o r  t he  du ra t i on  o f  t he  Goddes s  Con f e r ence  and  i t  m igh t  

have  been  a  da r i ng  i dea  t he  p r ev ious  yea r ,  bu t  t he  ' p r ac t i c e '  was  now 

becoming  more  s e r i ous  and  devo id  o f  f un ,  ' f undamen ta l i s t '  i n  a  so r t  

o f  way ,  and  t he  r ed -neck  hos t i l i t y  t o  i t  was  more  appa ren t  an d  I  was  

f ee l i ng  pe rhaps  more  i n s ecu re .   I  bough t  a  b l ack  sk i r t  i n  

G l a s t o n b u r y  a n d  w o r e  i t ,  I  b e l i eve ,  t he  f o l l owing  Sa tu rday —or  t he  

one  f o l l owing—af t e r  my  r e tu rn  f rom Gla s tonbu ry .   I  t hough t  i t  

m igh t  have  been  an  i n t e r e s t i ng  i dea  wea r ing  i t  i n  Che l t enham High  

S t r e e t  o n  o u r  w a y  t o  s e e  B o r s a l i n e k .   Bu t  t ha t  was  a  t e r r i b l e  

m i s t ake .   J e an  and  I  t hough t  t he  k id s  wou ld  have  been  OK wi th  t h i s ,  

bu t  Ha r ry ,  s ee ing  me  s t r o l l i ng  i n  t he  sk i r t ,  c a l l ed  me  a  "d i ckhead" .   

I n  t he  H igh  S t r ee t ,  s ome  hood i e s  t h r ew  a  bo t t l e  a t  me  ca l l i ng  me  a  

" f a g g o t " .   I  d i d  no t  r epea t  t he  expe r imen t  i n  t h i s  con t ex t .   R igh t  

a f t e r  t he  Goddes s  Conf e r ence ,  my  work ing  hou r s  a t  WHSmi th  had  

changed  and  I  was  work ing  5  PM to  10  PM Monday  t o  F r iday .   I t  

mus t  have  been  t he  Tuesday  a f t e r  Ha r ry  be ing  upse t  by  me  wea r ing  

t he  sk i r t ,  and  I  was  t r y ing  t o  r e a son  w i th  Ha r ry —he  was  t un ing  h i s  

gu i t a r—on  why  he  was  so  annoyed  w i th  me  wea r ing  t he  sk i r t .   Tha t  



made  ma t t e r s  wor se  and  Ha r ry  had  a  de f i n i t e l y  po t en t i a l l y  

agg re s s ive  a t t i t ude ,  i f  no t  ove r t l y  i n t im ida t i ng .   I  phoned  J ean  

announc ing  t o  he r  wha t  had  j u s t  t aken  p l ace  and  s he  adv i s ed  me  t o  

l e ave  t he  house  f o r  now.   I  d id  a s  i n s t ruc t ed  and ,  i n  a  pub ,  I  t o ld  he r  

I  f e l t  un sa f e  a t  home  and  she  was  upse t  because  o f  i t .   Back  a t  t he  

house ,  Ha r ry  was  pack ing  h i s  s t u f f .   J e an  t r i ed  t o  r e a son  w i th  h im  

bu t  he  bea t  he r  up .   I  ho ld  h im  pan i cky  and  annoyed ,  a f t e r  he  came  

down  the  s t a i r s  and  I  t hough t  he  was  go ing  t o  j ump  a t  me ,  s ay ing  

s o m e t h i n g  l i k e :  " L e a v e  h e r  a l o n e !   I  l ove  he r ! "  and  he  d idn ' t  expec t  

t ha t .   J a ck i e  Boy  was  wee p ing  and  Ha r ry  l e f t  s ay ing :  "See  you  

J a c k y "  b e f o r e  a d d i n g  a  " d i ckhead"  add re s sed  t o  me .   He  f ound  

accommoda t ion  a t  one  o f  h i s  ma t e ’ s ,  a n d  I  w a s  f e e l i n g  l i k e  s h i t .   I ' m  

no t  su r e  wha t  was  go ing  on  i n  J ean ' s  m ind  bu t ,  t he  day  o r  two  days  

a f t e r  t he  i nc iden t ,  she  t ex t ed  me  s ay ing  she  was  c ry ing  because  "one  

o f  he r  bab i e s  (was )  go ing  away" ,  and  t o  Ha r low  in  t he  ca se  o f  Ha r ry  

w h o  w a s  g o i n g  t o  m o v e  w i t h  h i s  d a d .   Tha t  s ame  even ing ,  I  c ame  

back  t o  t he  house ,  s t i l l  f e e l i ng  l i ke  sh i t ,  f i nd ing  J ean  weep ing  and  

f ru s t r a t ed  ove r  t he  v ideo  t ape  o f  he r  w edd ing  ea t en  by  t he  v ideo  

p l aye r .   I  t hough t  i t  h ad  a  symbo l i c  va lue ,  a s  t hough  i t  was  s ay ing  

an  e r a  was  de f i n i t e l y  ove r  i n  J ean ' s  l i f e ,  f o r  good  and /o r  bad .   And  

i n  a  way  i t  was ,  bu t  t he  f i r s t  s t age s  o f  t ha t  we re  go ing  t o  be  t ough  

i n  he r  i nne r  and  ou t e r  l i f e .   So  t ha t  s ame  f a t e f u l  even ing  I  go t  d runk  

and  she  t hough t  o f  f i n i sh ing  t he  r e l a t i onsh ip  bu t  d id  no t  do  so .   I  

mus t  have  i n  t he  n igh t  f l u shed  bad ly  t he  t o i l e t s  f o r  t he  wa t e r  was  

s t i l l  k i n d  o f  r u n n i n g  t h e  m o r n i n g  a f t e r .   I  d i dn ' t  h ave  t o  work  f o r  I  

w a s  g r a n t e d  s o m e  c o m p a s s i o n a t e  l e a ve  by  my  bos s  f o r  t he  s t r e s s  

b rough t  upon  by  Ha r ry ' s  depa r tu r e ,  and  I  was  s t i l l  f e e l i ng  l i ke  sh i t .    

Be f o re  go ing  t o  work ,  J ean  t o ld  me  t o  so r t  ou t  t he  f l u sh ing .   I  t r i ed  

t o  do  so ,  bu t  t he  t o i l e t s  c ame  o f f  t he  wa l l  i n to  my  hands  and  t ha t  

w a s  t h e  l a s t  s t r a w  a s  f a r  a s  I  was  conce rned .   Naked ,  I  r an  down  the  

s t a i r s  s c r e a m i n g .   The  ne ighbo rhood  t hough t  someone  was  be ing  



murde red  and  t he  cops  and  f i r emen  we re  ca l l ed .   They  s aw  a  naked  

man  c ry ing  and  i n  ev iden t  d i s t r e s s .   They  phoned  J ean  who  came  

r i gh t  away  t o  f i nd  t he  k i t chen  i nunda t ed  w i th  t he  wa t e r  f r om the  

ba th room above  pou r ing  down  th rough  t he  wooden  f l oo r .   She  

p robab ly  was  t oo  shocked  t o  be  shocked ,  bu t  she  d idn ' t  p r e s s  

cha rges  a s  a sked  by  t he  coppe r .   They  even tua l l y  s t opped  t he  wa t e r  

and  J ean  go t  me  o rga n i zed  t o  s t a r t  c l e a r i ng  up  t he  mess .   She  

phoned  he r  dad  i n  t he  mean t ime  who  came  t o  f i x  t he  p lumb ing ,  

s h o c k e d  t o  s e e  i n  m e  a  F r e n c h  F r a n k  S p e n c e r .   Ce r t a in ly  I  was  

d r i v ing  J ean ' s  s econd  k id  away  and  wreck ing  t he  t o i l e t  p lumb ing .   

The  day  a f t e r ,  i t  was  Sa t u rday ,  we  wen t  ou t  t o  s ee  he r  pa r en t s  and  

younges t  s i s t e r  t o  t he i r  l oca l  pub .   J e an ' s  s i s t e r  d idn ' t  s t ay  l ong  on  

accoun t  o f  me  be ing  t he r e .   A t  l e a s t  t ha t  was  wha t  J ean  r eckoned  a t  

t he  t ime .   We  wen t  a f t e r  t o  t he  F i sh  and  F idd l e ,  wh ich  may  appea r  

i napp rop r i a t e  by  some  cons ide r i ng  t he  g r av i t y  o f  t he  even t s ,  bu t  we  

w e r e  s o  o n  e d g e  w e  n e e d e d  a n  o u t l e t  f o r  o u r  e v e n t f u l  w e e k .   And  we  

f ound  t h i s  ou t l e t  i n  a  f ew  d r inks  and  danc ing .   Back  home ,  J ean  

i n s t an t aneous ly  became  a  domina t r i x  w i thou t  t he  l e a the r  and  t ha t  

w as  pe rhaps  t he  be s t  ' Sado - M a s o c h i s t '  s e s s i o n  e v e r  o c c u r r i n g  t o  m e .   

Tha t  week  had  been  an  odd  mix tu r e  o f  ' b ad '  and  ' good '  t h ings .   Bu t  I  

w a s n ' t  f e e l i n g  w o n d e r f u l  a b o u t  w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d  t o  H a r r y .  A s  I  

w a s  f e e l i n g  f e d  u p  t h a t  t h i s  f a m i l y  w a s  b r e a k i n g  d o w n ,  I  sugges t ed  

t o  J ean  t ha t  we  wen t  t o  s ee  he r  daugh t e r  Ge r t rude ,  t hen  aged  17 ,  i n  

G l o u c e s t e r ,  a s  b o t h  t h e  m u m  a n d  t h e  d a u g h t e r  w e r e  n o t  o n  r e a l l y  

good  t e rms .   J e an  more  o r  l e s s  k i cked  Ge r t rude  ou t  o f  t he  f ami ly  

home  a  l i t t l e  be f o r e  t he  s t a r t  o f  ou r  r e l a t i onsh ip .   The  f ac t  was  t ha t  

G e r t r u d e  p r o c e s s e d  t h e  s e x u a l  a b u s e  d o n e  t o  h e r  b y  J o n a s  t h r o u g h  

ange r  and  r ebe l l i on .   Bo th  J ean  and  Ge r t rude  ag reed  on  t he  i dea  o f  

u s  s ee ing  he r  i n  G louces t e r ,  a ccompan ied  by  J acky  Boy .   We  had  a  

t r i p  on  t he  cana l  boa t  and  l a t e r  J e an  t o ld  me  t ha t  I  he lped  i n  t he  

mend ing  o f  he r  r e l a t i onsh ip  w i th  he r  daugh t e r .   Ano the r  day ,  we  



w e n t  t o  s e e  J e a n ' s  d a u g h t e r  a g a i n  b u t  t h e  m o o d  w a s  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  

mi se r ab l e  and ,  because  I  men t ioned  I  had  s een  l a t e ly  a  ' p e r son '  I  

u sed  t o  work  w i th  i n  t he  pa s t ,  J e an  s t a r t ed  ge t t i ng  f unny  ove r  t he  

u se  o f  t he  word  ' p e r son '  a s  she  su spec t ed  t he  pe r son  t o  be  f ema le .   I t  

w a s  t r u e  a n d  i t  t u r n e d  o u t  t h a t  t h i s  p e r s o n  w a s  a  y o u n g  w o m a n  w h o  

u sed  t o  be  pa r t  o f  t he  s t a f f  i n  t he  L i t t l ewoods  r e s t au r an t  I  was  

w o r k i n g  i n  f r o m  2001  t o  2002  when  I  was  a  t h i rd  yea r  s t uden t .   My  

ange r  a t  J ean ' s  exagge ra t ed  su sp i c ion  ca lmed  he r  down  and  she  

apo log i zed  qu i ck ly  and  behaved  a s  i f  no th ing  happened .   Bu t  I  was  a  

b i t  p i s s ed  o f f  w i th  i t  and ,  when  I  men t i oned  t ha t  l a t e r  t o  he r ,  no t  i n  

a  na s ty  way  bu t  i n  a  c i v i l i z ed  and ,  by  t hen ,  much  l e s s  ang ry  manne r ,  

J e a n  b e c a m e  d e p r e s s e d  a n d  I  h a d ,  a s  f a r  a s  I  r e c a l l ,  t o  c o m f o r t  h e r .   

A n o t h e r  t i m e ,  B o r s a l i n e c ,  J a c k y  B o y ,  J e a n  a n d  I  h a d  a  s t r o l l  a r o u n d  

S t r o u d .   The  r eg re t t ed  depa r tu r e  o f  Ha r ry  changed  some  o f  t he  

dynamics  i n  t he  home .   I  was  s t i l l  i n s ecu re  bu t  now I  wasn ' t  s o  

pa s s ive  and  cau t i ous  bu t  more  agg re s s ive  and ,  i f  i t  may  be  s a id ,  

man ly .   To  an  ex t en t ,  Ha r ry  had  cha l l enged  my  mascu l i n i t y  and  I  

u sed  t o  be l i eve —w r o n g l y  o r  r i g h t l y— tha t  I  was  a  l e sb i an  t r apped  i n  

a  man ' s  body  j u s t  a  yea r  e a r l i e r .   I  a l so  was  f ru s t r a t ed  w i th  t he  j ob ,  

l e ad ing  me  nowhe re  and  l e av ing  me  ang ry .   J e an  was  a f r a id  when  

s h e  w a s  s e e i n g  m e  p i s s e d  o f f ,  a s  s h e  w a s  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  I  m i g h t  l e a v e  

he r .   J e an  s t a r t ed  t o  t ake  p i l l s  aga in s t  anx i e ty  i n  Sep t embe r  2003  

and  she  was  con t i nu ing  t he  r ehea r sa l  o f  he r  pa r t  i n  t he  mus i c  ha l l  t o  

be  s chedu l ed  f o r  l a t e  Oc tobe r  2003 .   I  was  o f t en  accompany ing  he r  

t o  p i ck  up  J acky  Boy  f rom h i s  s choo l  be f o r e  go ing  t o  work .   A f t e r  

w o r k ,  I  w o u l d  g o  t o  t h e  P l ayhouse  t o  f e t ch  J ean  when  she  was  

r ehea r s ing .   I  was  i n secu re  o f  he r  be ing  among  t he  t hea t r e  men .   I  

a l so  i n s i s t ed  t o  go  t he  b i r t hday  pa r t y  o f  he r  bos s  and  f r i end  Cec i l i a .   

To  t hose  man i f e s t a t i ons  o f  my  in secu r i t y ,  she  r e sponded  w i th  bo th  a  

b i t  o f  annoyance  and  a  l o t  o f  r e l i e f  f o r  she  cou ld  a l so  keep  an  eye  

on  me  a s  we l l .   I t  i s  now c l ea r  t ha t  t he  honeymoon  o f  ou r  



r e l a t i onsh ip  was  now f i n i shed  and  we  bo th  had  mi sg iv ings  abou t  i t  

a l l—a t  l e a s t  t ha t ' s  how i t  may  sound  now —and  ye t  we  bo th  wan t ed  

t o  con t i nue  ou r  r e l a t i onsh ip .   The  d r i nk  d idn ' t  improve  ou r  moods .   

O n e  e v e n i n g ,  I  s l a p p e d  h e r  i n  t h e  t o i l e t s  a f t e r  s h e  t o l d  m e  s h e  w a s  

expec t i ng  a  k ind  o f  f a t he r - ro l e  f r om me  a s  she  was  r e tu rn ing  f rom 

he r  s exua l  adven tu r e s ,  and  I  j u s t  men t i oned  t ha t  i n  t hose  

c i r cums tanc es  I  cou ld  have  some  sexua l  f un  w i th  o the r s ,  and  she  

s t o r m e d  o f f  h e a r i n g  t h a t .   I  t h en  l o s t  pa t i ence  and  my  ange r  d id  t he  

r e s t ,  a l t hough  no t  a s  bad  a s  wha t  wou ld  happen  nea r l y  two  yea r s  

l a t e r .   She  was  weep ing  a f t e r  t he  s l app ing ,  s c r eaming :  " I t ' s  ove r  

Y a n n - V a r i !   I t ' s  ove r ! "   I  t h en  f e l t  l i k e  sh i t  and  had  a  d r eam in  

w h i c h  w e  w e r e  s e p a r a t e d  a n d  I  w a s  c o n t i n u i n g  m y  s h i t  j o b  i n  

WHSmi th .   I  t o ld  he r  abou t  t he  d r eam when  we  woke  up  t he  morn ing  

a f t e r  and  she  t o ld  me  t ha t  maybe  i t  mean t  t ha t  I  was  go ing  t o  l e ave  

WH S m i t h  f o r  g o o d .   A t  t he  t ime ,  a f t e r  my  d i s appo in tmen t  f o r  no t  

s e c u r i n g  a  n e w  j o b  m o r e  o f  m y  t a s t e  a t  t h e  n e w l y  o p e n  O t t o k a r ,  I  

s t a r t e d  t o  d o  a g e n c y  w a s h i n g  u p  a n d  w a s  e n j o y i n g  b e i n g  a w a y  f r o m  

WHSmi th .   So  I  l e f t  t he  company  and  go t  a  j ob  a t  Ea r ly  Lea rn ing  

Cen t r e  f o r  t he  r ema in ing  November  and  December  o f  2003 .   I  go t  

t he  j ob  because  J ean  t o ld  he r  ma t e  who  was  t hen  t he  l oca l  Ea r ly  

Lea rn ing  Cen t e r  manage re s s  who  h i r ed  me  t hen  p r e t t y  much  r i gh t  

away .   Th i s  was  one  o f  t he  many  o f  J ean ' s  i n t e rven t i ons  i n  my  f avo r ,  

and  I  s t i l l  d eba t e  w i th in  me  whe the r  I  have  r e tu rned  t he  f avo r  t o  he r  

w i t h  a n  e x a c t  ' a m o u n t '  o f  f a i r n e s s .   I  r emember  one  t ime  when  I  

r epa id  he r  bad ly .   Some t ime  i n  Oc tobe r ,  a  Sa tu r day  n igh t ,  un l e s s  i t  

w a s  a  F r i d a y  e v e n i n g ,  w e  w e n t  t o  h e r  w o r k p l a c e  W i ndows .   I n  t he r e  

s h e  c h a n g e d  a n d  p u t  on  a  ve lve t  r ed  d r e s s ,  s t opp ing  s l i gh t l y  above  

he r  t i gh t s - enve loped  knees .   She  had  no  kn i cke r s  on .   F rom the r e ,  

w e  w e n t  t o  t h e  F i s h  a n d  F i d d l e ,  a n d  s h e  w a s  r e a l  s e x y ,  m a k i n g  m e  

t h ink  o f  a  ‘ 50s  Amer i can  young  woman ,  a  k ind  o f  Ho l lywood  s t a r l e t  

a t  t he  ve ry  l e a s t .   She  was  k ind  o f  speak ing  g i r l i sh  and  s ensuous ly  



and  u s ing  t he  words  " f uck"  and  " f uck ing"  qu i t e  a  f ew  t imes .   She  

made  a  r e a l  e f f o r t  and  I  pa id  he r  back  by  d r i nk ing  bee r  and  t oo  

much  wh i sky ,  hav ing  a  go  a t  he r  f o r  be ing  i n  t he  t o i l e t s  f o r  a  l ong  

t ime  t a l k ing  w i th  Sus annah ,  a  l e sb i an  f r i end  o f  m ine  I  me t  i n  e a r l y  

2001  and  whose  g i r l f r i end  u s ed  t o  be  J ean ' s  k id s ’  baby  s i t t e r  wh ich  

w a s  q u i t e  a  ' s y n c h r o n i c i t y '  s u r p r i s e  w h e n  I  l e a r n e d  t h e  f a c t  l a t e r  

on .   " I t ' s  a  sma l l  wor ld " .   Leav ing  t he  F i sh  and  F idd l e ,  I  managed  t o  

t r i p  and  f a l l  and  she  had  t r oub l e  ge t t i ng  me  on  my  f ee t .   I  was  

w a l k i n g  w i t h  d i f f i c u l t y  a n d  s l o w l y  wh i l e  s t i l l  h av ing  a  go  a t  he r .   

S h e  d i d  h e r  b e s t ,  w h i l e  w e e p i n g ,  t o  r e s c u e  m e  f r o m  m y  m a n y f a l l s  

un t i l ,  even tua l l y ,  I  wen t  o f f  wande r ing  and  she  wen t  back  home  

a lone ,  wor r i ed  abou t  me  bu t  even tua l l y  f a l l i ng  a s l eep .   Fo r  my  pa r t ,  

I  f o rgo t  whe re  I  was  and  wha t  had  happened .   I t  was  f r eez ing  co ld  

and  I  d idn ' t  know whe re  I  was  go ing .   I  t r i ed  t o  s l e ep  on  some  f ron t  

doo r  s t ep ,  wen t  pan i cky  and  h i t  t he  doo r  ye l l i ng  a t  t he  occup i e r s  o f  

t he  house  t o  l e t  me  i n  a s  i t  was  r ea l l y  co ld .   I  managed  t o  b r eak  t he  

l i t t l e  w indow loca t ed  i n  t he  t op  ha l f  o f  t he  doo r  and  wa lked  o f f ,  

un t i l  I  r e cogn i zed  t he  hous ing  e s t a t e  and  headed  home .   I t  mus t  have  

been  s even  o r  e i gh t  i n  t he  morn ing  and  he r  younges t  J acky  Boy  was  

up  a  b i t  su rp r i s ed  t o  s ee  h i s  s t ep  dad  i n  such  a  s t a t e  i n  t he  morn ing .   

H e  a s k e d  m e  w h a t  h a p p e n e d .  I  an swered :  " I ' m  d runk"  o r  "wrong"  

and  headed  ups t a i r s .   I n  t he  p roce s s ,  I  l o s t  my  ID  ca rd  and  t he  

cha r i t y  shop – f ound  £1 - cos t i ng  b l ack  l e a the r  coa t  I  had ,  bu t  t h i s  i s  

no th ing  compared  t o  wha t  I  e s t ima t e  w a s  t h e  wrong  done  t o  he r .   

S h e  d i d n ' t  s e e m  m u c h  b o t h e r e d  b y  i t .   Bu t  I  was  f ee l i ng  l i ke  c r ap  

and ,  t o  t r y  t o  coo l  down ,  I  s t a r t ed  t he  t r an s l a t i on  o f  an  unpub l i shed  

occu l t  nove l  s e n t  t o  m e  b y  m y  F r e n c h  s p i r i t u a l  m e n t o r  w h o  w a s  t h e  

w r i t e r  o f  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t .   

	
  


